Nakahodo 

English 422
Pacific Literature
Spring 2013

Instructor:  		Koreen Nakahodo Schroeder
Office Hours:  	MW 12:30-2:00; TR 12:30-2:00 by appointment
E-mail:  		koreen.nakahodo@chaminade.edu*  
Office Number: 	735-4736

*Please e-mail me from your Chaminade student accounts.  Also, please write your e-mail in complete sentences and in English.  I will not respond to e-mails that do not contain a subject line and are not from your 
Chaminade accounts.

Please give me 24-36 hours to respond to your e-mails.  I check my Chaminade account every weekday morning by 8:30am.  
	

Course Description
This course introduces students to significant works of contemporary literature written by indigenous Pacific Islanders and explores the issues of anti-colonialism, modernization, and traditional culture.  Works include writers from Hawaii, New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa.

This course fulfills the general degree requirement for global awareness.

Learning Outcomes
At the completion of the course, the student will be able to 

· Identify key texts, authors, and critics of Pacific Literature;
· Define key themes in Pacific Literature;
-Mobility and Identity
-Colonialism
-Issues of aesthetics and critical contexts
-Traditional “literary” expressions
· Analyze the connection between the literature and social issues facing the culture. 

This course fulfills the English Program Learning Outcome (PLO) #3:  the ability to define critical approaches and apply them to given texts.

Required Texts
Once Were Warriors.  Alan Duff
Potiki.  Patricia Grace.
Sons for the Return Home.  Albert Wendt.
*Additional Readings will be posted online.

Supplemental films and short readings will be provided by the instructor.


Student Responsibilities

1. Attend class on time and as scheduled.  If you enter class after attendance has been taken, you will be marked absent for the day.  Attendance is taken at the beginning of class. Students who are absent more than four (4) times during the course of the semester may receive a grade deduction.  Students who are absent for two (2) consecutive weeks of class may be administratively withdrawn from the class.

Please note:  studying or completing work for another course IS NOT considered an excused absence.

2. Complete the readings and post a response before class begins.  Please note:  all posts are due by 8:00pm Hawaii time THE NIGHT BEFORE THE NEXT CLASS.  Discussion posts marked after 8:00pm will not be given credit.  You may not make up for a late discussion post with other work.  There will be an additional post (#11) at the end of the semester for students who wish to make up a post. 

3. Turn in papers on time.  I WILL NOT accept late papers.  A paper is considered late if it is not received by 4:20pm on the day that it is due.  Please DO NOT leave your papers under the door.  Usually, these get lost or thrown away the next morning.  Also, please DO NOT bang on the door.    

4. Bring the appropriate learning tools to class (textbook, notebook for notes, pens etc).

5. Turn off cell phones prior to the start of class.  Talking or texting during class is rude and unacceptable.  If you are caught talking or texting, you will be marked absent for the day.  

6. Pay attention.  Playing games on the computer, talking, texting, distracting classmates, eating are not allowed.  Inappropriate behavior will be addressed and reported to the Dean of Students.  

Students who do not change their behavior when being addressed will be asked to leave the room.  If there is an in class writing assignment due on that day, you will not be allowed to make up the work.

7. Respect for others.  Please adhere to the rules listed above.  Doing so creates a comfortable learning environment for the entire class.  Class behavior.  In class you are free to express your opinion with respect to the other members of the class.  Class members who do not adhere to this rule will be asked to leave the classroom and will be referred to the Dean of Students for additional action.






8. Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online).  The guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following:

1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgment.
3. Submitting work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminde Catalog, online).

Any student suspected of plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.  In addition, I will notify both the English Department coordinator and the Dean of Humanities.


(If there is any student in this class who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to come and discuss this with me.)

Graded Assignments:
Discussion Postings – 10% of final grade.  There will be a total of ten (10) graded posts for the semester. At the end of the semester, I will provide an additional post for students who need to make-up work.

I have set up an e-college account for this class (www.chaminade.ecollege.com).  You should have a link that indicates English 422 and your section number.  To log on, use your Chaminade ID number and the last 4 digits of your Social Security number.  

We will begin discussion postings by the end of week #2 of this semester.  Each posting will require you to one 5-6 sentence paragraph which includes at least three (3) examples to support your answer.  You may use one or more of the readings to respond to the question.  In order to get credit, you must cite at least three (3) short examples with page references.  You may use outside sources to respond to the questions, but at least one of your sources needs to be from the class readings. 

Plagiarized responses (copying the work of your classmates) will not be given credit. You must write a complete response to get credit from the instructor.  Writing “I agree with ….” will not get your credit.  Each post will be worth one (1) point toward your final grade.  

The posts are due by 8:00pm Hawaii time, the night before class. Late posts will not be given credit.  Also, posts that do not answer the question posted will not be given credit. 




Papers- 80% of your final grade:  Each student is responsible for five (5) graded papers.  Each paper is worth 16 points or 16% of the final grade.  

In order to qualify for the ‘A,’ the paper must include at least two (2) additional sources for a total of three (3) cited sources.  For a ‘B,’ one additional source is needed for a total of two (2) works cited.  Each citation (direct quote) must be preceded by a summary that introduces the author, publication information, and thesis/goal of the source.  The context of the quote must also be provided.  Finally, correct MLA citation format (in text and works cited) must be provided.  The instructor will provide additional sources for each paper.  Individually researched material is also welcomed, but must be cleared with the instructor prior to paper submission.  No late papers OR e-mailed papers will be accepted.  

At the end of the semester, an optional sixth (6th) paper will be assigned for students who need to raise their grade or replace a missed paper.  

Each paper will due by 4:20pm to Henry Hall 206.  Papers received after 4:20pm will not be accepted.  
 
	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Organization
	The paper is very well organized. Each paragraph contains a clear topic sentence. Transitions are used throughout. The paper includes an exceptionally strong introduction, thesis statement, and conclusion.
	The paper is, for the most part, well organized. Nearly every paragraph contains a clear topic sentence. Transitions are used throughout. The paper includes a strong introduction, thesis statement, and conclusion. 
	The paper is somewhat organized. While most of the paragraphs have topic sentences, some paragraphs contain shifts in topics and/or no identifiable topic. Use of transitions is limited. The paper lacks a strong introduction, thesis statement, and/or conclusion. 
	The paper lacks organization. While a couple of the paragraphs have topic sentences, some paragraphs contain shifts in topics and/or no identifiable topic. Transitions are sparse and/or inappropriate. The paper lacks an introduction, thesis statement, and/or conclusion
	The paper lacks organization.

	Examples

	The paper provides substantial examples from the text to illustrate each of the points made in the analysis. 
	The paper usually provides examples from the text to illustrate each of the points made in the analysis.
	The paper only occasionally provides examples from the text to illustrate each of the points made in the analysis
	The paper rarely provides examples from the text to illustrate each of the points made in the analysis.
	No examples presented.

	Grammar
	The paper contains almost no errors in grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure.
	The paper contains only a few (3-5) errors in grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure.
	The paper contains many (6-8) errors in grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure
	The paper contains many errors (8-11) in grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure, which makes the writing difficult to read.
	Note

	Evidence
	The paper incorporates at least two+ (2+) outside sources to support its point.
	The paper incorporates at least two (2) additional source.
	The paper incorporates at least one (1) outside source..
	No outside sources are used.
	


Note:  Any paper that has more than 11 errors will be given a grade of ‘0.’

A	14-16	
B	13      	
C	12      	
D	11      	

Group Presentations:  Students have the option of participating in a group presentation to the rest of the class.  Groups must include a minimum of three (3) members and a maximum of five (5) members. Presentation topics are assigned by the instructor, but will focus on a specific author, country, critical text/approach and/or question relevant to the reading for the week.  Presentations should be about 20-25 minutes in length and must include a handout for the class which should include a works cited page.  A minimum of three sources is required for each presentation.  

The presentation is worth 10 points (10%) of the final grade.  No individual grade will be given out; rather, each member of the group will be given the same grade based on the presentation and the handout.  There will be five (5) presentations throughout the semester.  Topics could include:  Films, Albert Wendt, Patricia Grace, Bastion Point, Vilsoni Hereniko, Kamapua‘a, Mo‘olelo, Alan Duff, and Pacific Anthologies.  

Each group must meet with the instructor twice before the presentation.  First, to select a concrete topic and delegate roles, and second, to present the handout and presentation outline.  In some cases, the group will pose a question to the class for consideration and discussion.

Issues within the groups must be managed by the team leader.  Groups may fire one of its members with the consent of the instructor; however, the remaining members MUST be willing to complete all of the work assigned.  The fired member will receive a grade of ‘0,’ and may have the opportunity to make up the points.  


Grading for the group presentation:  

‘5’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
Presentation uses 3 or more sources or interviews  
The presentation was well thought out and developed. In other words, the group clearly and effectively presented the readings (sources) accurately, and in an organized format while highlighting key themes, quotes, and/or information.  The information presented was original (not presented by the instructor or the class during discussions) and allowed for a greater understanding of the text by the class as a whole.  The presentation was accompanied by an outline/handout which included a works cited page.  

‘4’   Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
Papers are completed using 1 additional source.
 	Same as ‘A’ except you may not have the necessary amount of documentation to clearly explore the question.

‘3’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
The presentation appeared to be a method of processing the class discussions, issues, concepts, and vocabulary.  In other words, no original research was presented or completed that would add to the general knowledge of the class.	

‘2’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade.
The presentation appeared disorganized or rushed and did not reflect the advanced level of the class.

 OR

The reaction was merely an “I thought this” that did not inform the class.
Final Exam 10% of final grade.  
Students who do not want to participate in the group project may opt to take the final exam.   A draft of the final exam will be given on the second day of class; however, there will be four (4) essay questions worth 2.5 points each.  The questions will focus on the following themes:  mobility, traditional literary expressions, the colonial presence in Pacific literature, and metaphors for examining the field of Pacific Literature.

You may bring one sheet of notes (8 ½ ” x 11”) to the exam.  You may bring your books.  YOU MAY NOT SHARE BOOKS OR USE YOUR ELECTRONIC DEVICES.

The final exam for this class is Wednesday, May 8, 2013 from 11:00am-1:00pm. The exam will not be given at an earlier or later date.  
	

Grading Breakdown
Papers (5)					80*
Online Posts (10)  				10
Final Exam/Group Presentation		10
		           			100 points

				A	90-100
				B	80-89
				C	70-79
				D	60-69

The passing grade for this class is a ‘D.’

*There will be a total of six (6) papers assigned for the course.  You may eliminate/drop the lowest grade prior to calculating your final grade.

Please note:  late papers will not be accepted.  In addition e-mailed papers will not be accepted. 


Instructor’s note:  Should you need any additional assistance to meet the requirements for this class, please contact me, and I will introduce you to June Yasuhara. She will provide me with the documentation needed










English 422 Class Schedule
	Week
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignments/Presentations

	1
	Overview
	
	Paper #1:  Identity

Pacific Literature and Film.  Vilsoni Hereniko, scholar, playwright, and filmmaker, Wednesday, 9:00-10:00 a.m., January 16, Ching Conference Center.
Post #1:  Course Reaction

	2
	Colonization of the Pacific
	· King Handout-ecollege


	



	3
	Critical Contexts
	· Indigenous Knowledge and Academic Imperialism 
(e-college)
· Representation of Cultural Identities Handout (IO)
· Four Writers and One Critic (IO)


	Post #2:  Reaction to Indigenous Knowledge 
(e-college)


Paper #2:  Worldview

	4
	Mobility and Identity

Samoa
	· Readings TBA 
	Post #3:  Your mobility narrative.

Paper #3:  Who should criticize the texts of Oceania?


UH Conference.  2/8/13- No class

	5
	

	Sons for the Return Home
· Interview with Albert Wendt (IO)
· Introduction to Nuanua
 (e-college)

	Post 4:  TBA

Post #5:  Sons for the Return Home.

Presentation on UH Conference

Presentation on Samoa

	6
	
New Zealand
	· Short Stories (e-college)
· Essays by and about Wendt (e-college)


	Presentation on Albert Wendt

Paper #4- Sons


	7
	

	Potiki
	Post #6: Potiki

Presentation on Bastion Point
 
Presentation on Patricia Grace


	8
	
	· Influences in Writing (IO)
· Interview with Patricia Grace (IO)
· Possible film: Bastion Point
	Post #7:  Influences in Writing

Paper #5 -Potiki

	9
	Violence in Post Colonial Literature
	Once Were Warriors
· Interview with Alan Duff (IO)
· Essay by Thompson(IO)
	Presentation on Alan Duff

	10
	TBA
	Readings from Nuanua (ecollege)
	

	11
	Hawaii
	Kamapua‘a
Readings on e-college.
	Post 8:  Ka Olii

	12
	
	Mo‘olelo
	

	13
	
	Film:  Lilo and Stitch
DeSilva (ecollege)
Ho‘omanawanui (ecollege)
	Post #9:  Mo‘olelo as Resistance 

	14
	
	TBA
Possible Film:  The Land Has Eyes
	
Paper #6 -Due

	15
	Review
	Te Rua
	Post #10:  Te Rua





Final Exam:  Wednesday, May 8, 2013.  11:00am-1:00pm

Please note that you may not take the exam earlier or later than the schedule time.

Also, please note that the assignments can be changed by the instructor with class notification.


