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CJ 461: Women and Crime

Course Syllabus

Spring 2013
Instructor:  
Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.

Email: 

jdavidso@chaminade.edu
Phone/fax: 
739-4659 / 739-4614 (coversheet required)

Office: 

Behavioral Sciences #108

Office Hours: 
Mondays 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. or by appointment
Class Times:
MWF 11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.

Class Location: Henry Hall 109
Course Prerequisites:  CJ 151 or CJ 201. 

Course Description:  This course will cover issues related to females in the criminal justice system, including women as offenders, as inmates, and as workers in the system.  The intersection of gender with race and class will also be explored, as well as women’s roles as both victims and as offenders.  Further, an important part of this class will deal with theoretical explanations of female criminality. 
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a demonstrable understanding of:

1. Differences between male and female offenders;

2. Theoretical explanations of female offending;

3. Gender bias in the criminal justice system;
4. The role that abuse plays in the lives of female offenders life; 

5. Gender-responsive programming and services.
Reading materials: 


Belknap, Joanne. 2007. The Invisible Woman. Belmont, CA: Thompson Wadsworth. 

George, Erin. 2010. A Woman Doing Life: Notes from a Prison for Women. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Shelton, Angela.  2008.  Finding Angela Shelton: The True Story of One Woman’s Triumph over Sexual 


Abuse.  Des Moines: Meredith Books. 

**Additional reading materials will be used throughout the semester.**
Course Approach:
This course will be taught as a seminar class. As such, discussion, especially from students, is an important part of course instruction. Other methods will also be utilized, including lecture and instructional aids like PowerPoint and other audio/visual material. Given the depth of material to be covered and the expectations of class discussion, it is important that you come to class and be prepared to discuss the relevant topics. 

Course Requirements:

· Term Paper or Public Service Announcement (PSA).  This final course requirement is worth 25% of your final grade. 
· Paper: The paper is expected to be written as an upper division paper.  Your topic may be anything so long as it relates to the topic of Women and Crime. I will pass out a separate suggested list of topics. If you choose this option, your topic must be approved by the instructor by the 6th week of class.  
· This paper is expected to be approximately 10 pages long, not including a title page, reference page or other supplemental text.  
· You must use at least 6 peer-reviewed or academic sources in your paper, excluding course material (Do NOT use Wikipedia!).    
· All papers are due on Wednesday, May 8 by 1:00 p.m., no exceptions.  You must submit both a hard copy and an electronic copy of your paper. 
· You must write your own paper – plagiarism will result in an automatic F for this course.  
· PSA: Should you choose this option, you should produce a well thought out and researched Public Service Announcement (PSA) related to girls and runaway offenses, sexual assault and offending, or nurseries in prison. In either case, your focus may either be on a particular state or on the national population. You will be graded on creativity, how likely your PSA is to affect general opinions, and the level of accuracy and overall perceived amount of work. Further, you must also produce a 2 page press release to accompany your PSA, and provide a list of at least 6 peer reviewed or academic sources used to create the PSA and the press release (the same criteria as the final paper apply here). Be prepared to submit your topic and your list of group members (if applicable) (girls and runaway offenses, sexual assault and offending, nurseries in prison) by the 6th week of class. Groups may be between 1 and 3 individuals, no larger. Grades will be based on individual and overall group contribution. I will meet with each group at least once prior to the final project due date.
· Final Product:

· PSA (video, around 90-120 seconds) or a power point presentation. You should be prepared to present and discuss your PSA – and you will need to submit an electronic copy for grading. 
· Press release with the salient issues and the need for the PSA.  An electronic copy should also be submitted. 
· List of peer-reviewed and other sources used for your PSA and press-release. An electronic copy should also be submitted. 

· Peer grading forms – these will be provided prior to the due date. 

· The PSA should be presented in class during our scheduled exam time – Wednesday, May 8, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.
· Outline of Paper or PSA:  You should submit an outline of your paper, including your reference list, or an outline of your PSA and related progress (including reference list) on April 8, 2013.  This will constitute 5% of your grade. 
· Reading or Media Based Quizzes:  This course will primarily be taught as a seminar class. This approach makes it important that you read and actively engage the assigned material, especially the readings.  As such, 50% of your grade will be comprised of random, short quizzes based on your reading or other course required content (such as videos). There will be a total of 30 short random quizzes, worth 10 points each.  
· Please note that the quizzes will typically be given within the first 5 minutes of class. You risk missing part of or the entire quiz if you arrive to class late.  No make-up or late quizzes will be accepted.
· Regular classroom participation & attendance.  I will take attendance in this class. It is up to you to come to class and to do so on time.  If you must miss class, make sure to get with one of your classmates for the missed material.  Do not ask me what you missed in class!   

· Besides simply coming to class, students will be asked to contribute to lecture, group discussions, exercises, and informal presentations.  Contributions to group and individual participation and exercises will be assessed through participation (e.g., extent and depth of discussion) and completeness of work.   This also means that students will come to class prepared and able to respond to questions posed from the instructor.  This class will be presented as a seminar class in which everyone is expected to participate in the discussion presented for the day. This can only be accomplished if you have read and understand the material prior to coming to class.  Participation and attendance comprises 20% of your final grade.  
· Extra Credit / Late Policy.  Although opportunities may come up during the semester, do NOT expect any any extra credit assignments in this class.  Make sure to stay on top of the readings, participate in class discussion and activities, and do not wait until the last minute to complete your paper or PSA.  Students who do well in this class are the ones who put the effort in from the beginning. No late work will be accepted in this class without a documented emergency, so do make sure to turn your work in on time.  

Grading System:

The class will be graded on a point system.  Your final grade will be based upon the total number of points accumulated at the end of the course as a percentage of the total points possible.  Your grade will be based on the following course requirements:
Point Distribution & Scoring System:

% of Final Grade
          Point distribution

Term Paper or PSA





25%



  150

Paper/PSA Outline





  5%

       

    30
Reading Quizzes





50%



  300
Classroom Attendance/Participation



20%


              120       

   








100%


              600   points

A = 540-600 points
B = 480-539 points
C = 420- 479 points
D = 360-419 points
F = 359 or fewer points
Classroom Etiquette

A general note on classroom behavior:  Disrespectful, rude, unprofessional behavior will not be permitted in this classroom.  Sleeping, side conversations, text messaging, doing work or studying for another class, repeated tardiness, or other disrespectful behavior is unacceptable. If you present a pattern of problem behavior, you will be asked to leave the classroom.
· Arrive to class on time and do not plan on leaving early. Do not sign in and then simply disappear from class.
· Do not engage in side conversations during lectures. If there are continual disruptions I will ask you to leave the class. 
· This class is not a study hall, do not treat it as such - do not read material for another class during this class.
· ALL electronic equipment (including laptops, tablets cell phones, or other media devices) should be put away during this class. No phones also means no texting!  If I see you using any of these I will stop the lecture and ask you to put the item away.  I will ask you to leave the class upon a second warning. 
· Place all backpacks and bags off the tables or desks (many students have used these to camouflage their text messaging or other game usage during class). 
· No chewing tobacco in class. 
· At times we will discuss sensitive issues in class. We will not all agree. Discussion is encouraged and welcome, but disrespect of other’s opinions will not be accepted. 
Detailed Course & Reading Schedule
· Week One: January 14, 2013 – Introduction to Course, Thinking Critically about Gender
· Monday – Introduction to Course

· Wednesday – Thinking About How Gender Matters 
· Friday – Killing Us Softly
· Week Two: January 21, 2013 – Gender & Crime
· Monday – Fr. Chaminade/Martin Luther King Holiday – No Class 
· Wednesday -  No Class: Founders Day Mass
· Friday – Killing Us Softly + Masculinities: Tough Guise  
· Week Three: January 28, 2013 – Nature and Extent of Female Offending
· Monday –  Belknap Chapter 1
· Wednesday -  Belknap Chapter 2 – Pages 63-80
· Friday – Victimization – Belknap Chapter 3
· Week Four: February 4, 2013 – Women and Sexual Victimization
· Monday – Belknap Chapter 6
·  Wednesday – Belknap Chapter 7
· Friday – Western Society of Criminology Meeting – No Class
· Week Five: February 11, 2013 – Women and Sexual Victimization
· Monday – Shelton 7-87
· Wednesday –  Shelton 87-142
· Friday – Shelton 143-200
· Week Six: February 18, 2013 – Pathways
· Monday – No Class, Presidents’ Day
· Wednesday – Shelton 201-249
· Friday – Finding Angela Shelton
·  **Paper or PSA Topic Due**
· Week Seven: February 25, 2013 – Intimate Partner Abuse & Stalking
· Monday – Introduction to DV
· Wednesday – Belknap 8
· Friday – Handout
· Week Eight – March 4, 2013 – Intimate Partner Abuse & Stalking
· Monday – Handout
· Wednesday –To Death Do Us Part 
· Friday –To Do Death Do Us Part
· Week Nine: March 11, 2013 – Women’s Crimes & Treatment in the System
· Monday – Belknap 4
· Wednesday – Belknap 5, pages 180-200
· Friday – Belknap 5, pages 200-225
· Week Ten: March 18, 2013 –Women Doing Time 
· Monday – George – Introduction & Chapter 1
· Wednesday – George 2
· Friday – George 3 & 4
· Spring Recess: March 25 – 29, 2013
· Week Eleven: April 1, 2013 – Women Doing Time
· Monday – George 5 & 6
· Wednesday – George 7 & 8
· Friday –  George 9 & 10
· Week Twelve: April 8, 2013 – Women Doing Time
· Monday –– George 11
· **Paper or PSA Outline Due**
· Wednesday – Handout
· Friday – Handout
· Week Thirteen: April 15, 2013 – Sex Crimes
· Monday – Handout
· Wednesday – Handout
· Friday – 4/19/13 – No Class / Leadership Alliance Meeting
· Week Fourteen: April 22, 2013 – Human Trafficking and Sexual Slavery
· Born Into Brothels
· Week Fifteen: April 29, 2013 – Future – What to do About Girls and Women? 
· What I Want Your Words to Do to Me

· PSA Presentations / Papers Due: Wednesday, May 8, 2013 – 11:00 a.m. (Presentations) and 1:00 p.m. (Papers)
**Tentative course schedule, subject to change based on course progression.**
 MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL VALUES

The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith

2. Provide an Excellent Education

3. Educate in Family Spirit

4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

5. Educate for Adaptation to Change

SCIENTIFIC METHOD DEFINITIONS
· The METHODS OF SCIENCE are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.

· The SCIENTIFIC METHOD is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more THAN A WAY OF LIMITING FALSE CONCLUSIONS ABOUT NATURAL EVENTS.
Knowledge of which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and untestable.

· SCIENCE is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.

The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.

The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and this helps professionals to make predictions of future events.








Research Design in Counseling







Heppner, Kivlighan, and Wampold

· A THEORY is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a HYPOTHESIS is a smaller body of propositions.  HYPOTHESES are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researchers’ hunches and develop into theories.

· The PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.








Research Method in Social Relations







Kidder

· THEORIES are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even HYPOTHESES cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory. 

Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.








Methods In Behavioral Research; Cozby
· In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports the theory.

http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.html   
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