
SYLLABUS
Chaminade University of Honolulu
Philosophy 100—Introduction to Philosophy



	Instructor:  
	Mr. Aliman Sears, MA, CPRP
	
	Instructor Phone:
	381-6681 (7am to 7pm)

	Location:
	Kaneohe Bay MCBH
	
	Instructor E-mail:
	directspirit@gmail.com

	Days/Times:
	Tues & Thurs 1730-2140
	
	Office Hours:
	As arranged in advance






	COMMUNICATIONS:  Email the instructor during the first week of the course so that I may add your preferred email address to my list.  This is a very short course so check your email daily.






	COURSE CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION / OBJECTIVES:  An examination of the role, themes, arguments, and discursive styles that characterize philosophy as an intellectual discipline.  Both traditional and critical theories will be considered.  By studying major topics in philosophy and various approaches to them, students who successfully complete the course will have a basic understanding of the practice and history of philosophical inquiry.  By the end of the course, students should be able to explain the major questions and proposed answers in western philosophy.  The course forms a foundation for continued study in critical thinking or various fields related to ethics and provides another perspective on human nature and society that will be useful for students of law, psychology, sociology, political science, religion, arts, or the sciences (among other fields).






	ONLINE RESOURCES:  

Formal sources used to cite academic work are peer reviewed, and appear directly below:

· The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP):  http://plato.stanford.edu/ and 
· The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (IEP): http://www.iep.utm.edu/.

Informal Sources:  Feel free to use these sites below to get an idea of the topics, but do not use them to take quotations for use in academic work:

·  Philosophy Pages Dictionary:  http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/index.htm (also has an encyclopedia)
· The SWIF Free Online Dictionary of Philosophy:  http://www.swif.uniba.it/lei/foldop/contents.html






	[image: ]ACADEMIC HONESTY / PLAGIARISM:  Academic honesty is central to learning and scholarship. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.  Cheating will be dealt with, and I will recommend to the administration of Chaminade University the strongest possible punitive measures.  Plagiarism, (claiming another’s writing as your own) will not be tolerated.  Eight words in a row that appear in your written work and in an Internet or published source may be considered plagiarism.
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	CLASS DISCUSSION:  		
We all learn by the attempt to constructively criticize the viewpoint of the other. Do not be afraid of speaking up and being wrong, because making a comment that is incorrect is just as instructive as saying something that is correct. 	Forget your ego.
Discussion is centered primarily on the text and lecture material and only secondarily on your personal beliefs and opinions.
Note that this is not a lecture-based class.  The focus is on thinking and discussing in an active way.  You will complete Learning Modules at home, then come to class and discuss.





	TEXTBOOK:   Pessin, Andrew, (2009). The 60-Second Philosopher: Expand your mind on a minute or so a day.  Oxford: Oneworld Publications.





	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING:  All four items are mandatory:

	1. 10 Modules, 50 points each (500 points total)
	2. Project, 50 points

	3. Midterm Consensus Exam, 50 points
	4. Team Presentation, 50 points



With these requirements, you will be able to earn a maximum of 650 regular points in this course.  Extra credit is available, see below. The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course:
 (
585 and above (90% and above) “
A
”
520 – 584 (80% to 89.9%)  “B”
455 – 519 (70% to 79.9%)  “C”
390 – 454 (60% to 69.9%)  “D”
389 or below (59.9% and below)  “F”
)











	
EXTRA CREDIT:
Opportunity #1:  Ask the instructor for the extra credit module & complete it.  25 points.

[image: ]Opportunity #2:  Ask the instructor to email you links to videos.  You will earn five (5) points per video, up to a maximum of six (6) videos, for a total of 30 points, when the instructor determines that you have posted thoughtful, planned out,  and generous video responses on YouTube.




LIMITATIONS PLACED ON GRADE DUE TO ATTENDANCE:
	1. Absence Defined:  Each accelerated class period is 250 minutes, or five regular 50-minute classes.  Thus, each 50 minutes of class missed is one absence. E.g., if you miss one accelerated class, you accrue five absences.  Note that there is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences.

2. Missing six or more classes means that the student’s grade will be lowered by one letter grade from their final grade in the course.

3. Nine absences, according to Chaminade policy, is a course failure.

4. The first time that the class meets does not count toward absences.
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[image: ]OTHER ITEMS:
1. If you are submitting a Module after the due date on syllabus, then the Module Make-Up Work (contained in the Module) must be completed prior to submitting it in order to get credit for the Module.
2. Extra Help:  We can arrange to meet at mutually convenient times or locations. You may phone (7am to 7pm) or e-mail anytime.
3. All mobile devices off or on vibrate mode during class.
4. Strictly NO internet or web browsing during class.
5. This class will challenge your personal beliefs, ESPECIALLY THE RELIGION & ETHICS TOPICS.  Put your personal beliefs aside so you can learn another point of view.
6. [image: ]I do NOT tolerate someone disrespecting me or another person by talking while someone else is in the middle of making a point.  Focus your attention at all times on the person who has the floor.  Only one person at a time has the floor.
7. I get up at 4:00 am, too. I do not tolerate sleeping during class. 
8. Keep copies on your computer and keep all hard copies of documents that are graded and returned to you until AFTER you get your final grade.  Hold off on “Burning Man.”
9. All work is to be submitted with all pages stapled together.
10. You are expected to obey the Chaminade code of conduct (in student handbook & college catalog).  In general, it says that you must treat everyone with respect.

11. Think for yourself.

[image: ]


 (
Do Not Let Your Computer Or The Internet Do Your 
Thinking
 For You!
)



	
				CLASS SCHEDULE          (SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT)


	 (
Week
s
)DATE:
	CLASS ACTIVITY:

	
Class #1:
Tuesday
 (
1 
)Feb. 12th 
	· Hand out modules 1 & 2
· Discussion of Module #1—Admin: Syllabus, course expectations, introduction
· Complete Module #1 in class with the aid of the instructor (All persons present earn full module points for Module #1—students correct and keep Module)


	
Class #2:
Thursday
Feb. 14th
	· Hand out Modules 3 and 4
· Discussion Module #2—Introduction to Philosophy
· Flex Time:  60 minutes to complete Modules #1 & #2 in groups.  Instructor & students review both modules, and answer questions for students who missed the first class.
· Submit Module #2 (and if you missed 1st class, also submit Module #1)


	
Class #3:
Tuesday
 (
2 
)Feb. 19th
	· Discuss Feedback from Modules #1 and #2
· Discussion Module #3—Critical Thinking/Argumentation/Fallacies
· Flex Time: STNG: “Measure of a Man” (Personal Identity & Critical Thinking)
· Hand out modules #5 and #6


	
Class #4
Thursday
Feb. 21st 
	· Discussion Module #4—Epistemology & Truth			             [1 or 2 Presentations: Optional]
· Flex Time:  Kung Fu: “Alethia” (Truth)
· Submit Modules #3 and #4


	Class #5:
Tuesday
Feb. 26th

 (
3
)(Last Day to Withdraw)
	· Midterm Exam: Modules #1 through #5 (Consensus Exam)
· Discussion Module #5—Ethics					             [1 or 2 Presentations: Optional]
· Flex Time: STNG: “The First Duty” (Ethics; Truth-telling)
· Hand out modules #7 and #8


	
Class #6:
Thursday
Feb. 28th 
	· Conclude Discussion of Module #5 If Needed			             [1 or 2 Presentations: Optional]
· Discussion Module #6—Philosophy of Science
· Flex Time:  
· Submit Modules #5 and #6


	Class #7:
Tuesday
 (
4
)March 5th 
	· Discussion Module #7— Metaphysics/Ontology/Phenomenology	             [1 or 2 Presentations: Optional]
· Flex Time:			             
· Hand out modules #9 and #10


	
Class #8:
Thursday March 7th
	· Discussion Module #8—Philosophy of Economics/Marx		             [1 or 2 Presentations: Optional]
· Flex Time:  						          
· Submit Modules #7 and #8
· Submit Project


	Class #9:
Tuesday
 (
5
)March 12th
	· Discussion Module #9—Philosophy of Religion/Eastern Philosophy              [1 or 2 Presentations: Optional]
· Students complete “Student Feedback” portion in Module #9	       
· Flex Time: Kung Fu: “Praying Mantis Kills” (Eastern philosophy)


	
Class #10:
Thursday
March 14th 
	· Discussion Module #10—Political Philosophy
· Final Exam (Open Book)
· Submit All Work For Course (No Late Work Accepted: Deadline is Midnight)
· Good luck and have a nice, ethical, philosophical life.
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