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RE 359 India: The Crossroad of Religions

Spring 2013 Individualized Study Liana McComie
Chaminade University of Honolulu
TIME:


TBD
INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:

739-8536
OFFICE:

Henry Hall 208E
OFFICE HOURS:
M 8:30 am – 12:30 pm; T 10-11:30 pm; R 2:30-4 pm 
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
Course description

Throughout its history, India has been the site for the beginnings of major religious traditions and the home for imported ones as well. In the context of world religions, India serves as the fruitful ground for inter-religious dialogue as encouraged by the document Nostra Aetate from the Second Vatican Council. This course will explore the meaning of inter-religious dialogue in India, and how the society and history of India has shaped and been shaped by the many religious traditions within its borders.

Required Texts
Clothey, Fred W. Religion in India: A Historical Introduction

Sikora, Jack. Religions of India: A User Friendly and Brief Introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism and the Jains.
Program Learning Outcomes Linked to Course Outcomes
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 

2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace;

6. the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.
In this course, students will: 

· explore the historical development of India and its religious traditions;

· examine the religious influences within Indian society 

· study the religious expressions in the culture of India;

· identify the nature and meaning of inter-religious dialogue within India.
Student learning outcomes:

At the end of the course, students will be able to 

· Identify and explain the development of major religions in India;

· Describe and evaluate the effect religions have on the society and culture;

· Explain the diaspora of India’s religions into other regions, such as Hawaii.

· Compare and contrast one or two of the major points in inter-religious discussions between and among the traditions in India.
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. This course enables the students to view the world through the lens of religious traditions in India , learning about the global world that is family. 
Course Requirements

Students will be graded on the following: 

· External Activity reflection papers

20 points
· Reading reflections



50 points
· Term project




25 points
· Mid-term exam




25 points
· Final exam





25 points
· Total 150 points

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, quizzes, participation, effort, term or service project and exams.  Assignments and papers, except for reflection exercises, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style. 
Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.

Note:  University policy allows students with documented disabilities to receive and obtain equal access for their courses. Eligibility must be verified through Student Affairs Office. If accommodations are needed, please let the instructor know as soon as possible so that the appropriate office can be notified for processing request. Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Attendance and participation: Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. Because this course meets once a week, if a student has more than one unexcused absence, that student will receive a grade no higher than a “B” in the course. Excused absences will require an additional assignment to be given by the instructor.

Reading reflections: These assignments are intended to elicit a reaction by the student to the chapters from either of the two texts and other required readings. Students are to use a 3x5 card to give to the instructor with the following information:

On side one:

· Student name

· Chapter title or text used.
· Select either a statement or concept that you either

· found interesting and why

· didn’t understand but need to know

· agreed or disagreed with and why

· would like to learn more about and why

· Provide page number and paragraph location

On side two:

· Write at least three words you didn’t understand or whose definition is unclear.

Write at least one question that you would like answered in the following classes.
Presentations and reports: Toward the end of the term, students will be assigned a religious tradition to discuss in a mock version of gathering of religious scholars in King Akbar’s court.

External activity: Students must attend the two activities scheduled for this course. Requirements also include a critical paper describing the activity and evaluating its overall correlation to the content of the course. The papers will be due at the end of the term as a reflective piece. These questions are meant as a guide.

· In what way did the activity supplement or complement the course’s overall content? 
· How did the activity enhance or contribute to the understanding of the course’s content or material? 
· What kind of an impact did the activity have on you? 
· How does it relate to a connection between India and Hawaii? In what ways?
Term Project Option: Service Learning or External Reading Assignment 

The following are two options for the final work for the course.  Select one. If you do not complete this final project, you will receive a “C” for the course despite total points earned. You will need to make your decision by Feb. 1.

· Option A: Service Learning (Assessment # 3 and 5).
· Contact Candice Sakuda for a service-learning project or have one approved by the instructor. Students will submit all required forms to Candice. http://www.chaminade.edu/servicelearning
· You must register online and turn in all forms required or NO CREDIT!

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must complete a minimum of 12 hours. You may not use the 12 hours for this class and another one but you may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. After each service, students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a correlation with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log. The journal may be handwritten or typed at student’s discretion.

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 3-5 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service learning activity. The final paper and journal are submitted to the instructor. All forms - waivers, evaluation and work log – are given to Candice Sakuda in Henry 117.

· Students’ individual papers will be graded based on Service Learning Outcomes that are the following:

· 1. demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations;

· 2. demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern;

· 3. demonstrate how service-learning increased their interest in being civically engaged.

Option B: External readings– (Assessment 1, 2, or 4).
· You will be able to select readings from several texts available either online or at the reserve shelf in the library. You will select five chapters or articles for your assignment. These will be submitted throughout the term. Deadlines are listed.
· You will write a double-spaced, two-page review of your reading

· The review will consist of the following information:

· A summary of the main points in the reading;

· How that related to other material studied either in your textbook or in class;

· A reaction that explains what knowledge you  gained or how it better assisted you in understanding India, its religions or the effect of religion on the culture and history;

· What further questions remain unanswered for that reading.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· critical application and accuracy of content;

· thoroughness of answers in reflective assignments and essay;

· continued development of understanding.

A: 90-100% 


B: 80-89% 	


C: 70-79%


D: 63-69%


F: <63% 
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