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************************************************************************

“A man who has tasted only his mother’s soup has no basis to claim that hers is the best.”







African proverb

************************************************************************
Scope of Course

The course is structured thematically and will, additionally, introduce students to important concepts in comparative politics, such as democratization, the state, institutions, political culture, civil society, political economy, and incorporate these into the comparative analysis of various countries around the world. 

Goals of the Course 

· Survey contemporary politics and political trends in selected countries and regions around the world.

· Compare and contrast the variety of ways that different countries have chosen to shape their political institutions and processes, and assess the costs and benefits of these choices.

· Analyze the variety of public policies different countries have adopted to address common problems, including the challenges of globalization, with an eye toward identifying processes, practices, and policies which might be “exportable” ideas for countries to borrow from one another.

· Gain exposure to some of the most important perspectives and theories which inform our understanding of comparative politics.   

· Develop a basic understanding of the methods which political scientists use to understand politics. 

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.

· Satisfactory completion of all assignments as given throughout the course, including readings, essays, and research paper

· Satisfactory completion of all exams

Grading
The final grade for this course will be determined as follows:
· A


· 90% or higher average on mid-term and final exams

· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 

· Satisfactory and timely completion of a quality 8-10 pg. research paper.

· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation

· B


· 80% or higher average on mid-term and final exams

· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 

· Satisfactory and timely completion of a quality 5-7 pg. research paper.

· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation

· C

· 70% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Satisfactory and timely completion of all written essay assignments 
· Satisfactory attendance 
· Satisfactory class participation

· D

· 60% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Non-compliance with written essay assignment guidelines
· Satisfactory attendance  
· Satisfactory class participation

· F 
· Less than 60% or higher average on mid-term and final exams
· Non-compliance with written essay assignment guidelines
· Unsatisfactory attendance 
· Unsatisfactory class participation
