Syllabus		FS 625 Trace Evidence
Class Time		Tuesday, Thursday	1:30 – 2:50

Instructor		David O. Carter, PhD
			Henry 5
			Division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
			Chaminade University of Honolulu
			3140 Waialae Avenue
			Honolulu, HI 96816			
+1 (808) 739-8352
			david.carter@chaminade.edu

Office Hours		TWR	11:00 – 12:00

Although oftentimes discovered in small (or trace) quantities, trace evidence can serve as a valuable means to trace the movement of a person or an object. Anything can serve as trace evidence but the traditional forms of trace evidence are hair, fiber, soils, glass, and paint. Please note that several other forms of physical evidence such as pollen, insects, building materials, liquids, and plastics are also used as trace evidence, although they will not be the focus of this class.

Course Description
FS 625 Trace Evidence (3)
Provides advanced training in methods of detection, collection and analysis of trace evidence. Includes techniques applicable to evidence such as hair, fibers, glass, soils and other trace materials. Prerequisites: Acceptance into the MSFS program and FS 340/340L or consent of the instructor

Measurable Learning Objectives
By participating in this class, each student will be able to:

· Identify and discuss the values and ethics required for effective trace evidence analysis,
· Develop protocols for the collection, preparation, analysis, and preservation of trace evidence, 
· Present the results of trace evidence analysis.

Required Text
This class does not require you to purchase a textbook. However, readings from the following sources will be provided:

Houck MM (2001) Mute Witnesses. Academic Press, San Diego, CA.
Kirk PL (1953) Crime Investigation. John Wiley and Sons, San Francisco, CA.
Saferstein R (2013) Forensic Science: From the Crime Scene to the Crime Lab. 2nd Edition. Pearson, Boston, MA.
Siegel JA and Houck MM (2010) Fundamentals of Forensic Science. 2nd Edition. Academic Press, San Diego, CA

Tentative Class Schedule

	Week (Dates)
	Topic
	Notes

	
	
	

	1 (28, 30 August)
	Introduction, values & ethics
	

	
	
	

	2 (4, 6 September)
	What is investigation? What is trace evidence?
	

	
	
	

	3 (11, 13 September)
	Hair: Preparation
	

	
	
	

	4 (18, 20 September)
	Hair: Collection
	Field Trip

	
	
	

	5 (25, 27 September)
	Hair: Preservation
	

	
	
	

	6 (2, 4 October) 
	Fiber: Preparation
	

	
	
	

	7 (9, 11 October) 
	Fiber: Collection
	Field Trip

	
	
	

	8 (16, 18 October)
	Fiber: Preservation
	

	
	
	

	9 (23, 25 October)
	Soils: Preparation
	

	
	
	

	10 (30 Oct., 1 Nov.)
	Soils: Collection
	Field Trip

	
	
	

	11 (6, 8 November)
	Soils: Preservation
	

	
	
	

	12 (13, 15 November)
	Glass: Preparation
	

	
	
	

	13 (20 November)
	Glass: Preservation
	Thanksgiving

	
	
	

	14 (27, 29 November)
	Advanced Analytical Techniques
	

	
	
	

	15 (4, 6 December)
	Trace Evidence in the Courtroom
	

	
	
	

	16 (Finals Week)
	Tuesday, 11 December, 1:15 – 3:15
	

	
	
	




Evaluation/Assessment
Your grade for this class will be the result of two activities:

1. Attendance
2. Trace Evidence in the Courtroom

Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will be reported to counseling, which might result in dismissal from this class. Each student will sign-in and sign-out of each class period. Each signature is worth 5 points. This equals 290 total points and represents 59% of your grade. Absences may be excused if documentation is provided or if approved prior to the class period.

Trace Evidence in the Courtroom will be an exercise during the final two weeks of class. Each student will act as a trace evidence analyst in a mock trial setting. The purpose of this exercise is for you to acquire experience communicating your expertise orally and in writing. These exercises will be graded using a rubric that will be provided to you beforehand.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The point breakdown is as follows:

	Assignment
	Points Possible

	
	

	Attendance
	290

	Trace Evidence in the Courtroom [oral]
	100

	Trace Evidence in the Courtroom [written]
	100

	Total Points
	490

	
	




The grading scale for this class is as follows:

	Letter Grade
	Percentage

	
	

	A
	> 90

	B
	80 – 89

	C
	70 – 79

	D
	60 – 69

	F
	< 59

	
	




ADA Accommodation
Students who meet the criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) must provide written documentation of their needs to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Counseling Center by the end of the 3rd week of class. Failure to provide this documentation will exempt you from ADA accommodations. Please direct any questions to the Dean of Students at www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php

Dress Code
This class will take place in the lecture hall, laboratory and outside. Please dress accordingly. Close-toed shoes, long pants, and personal protective equipment are required in the laboratory. No food or beverages are allowed in the laboratory.
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