


Physical Forensic Sciences
FS 333/533
Spring 2013

Instructor: 	Hillary Moses						Time:  1130-1220
Contact:	hillary.moses@chaminade.edu 			Days:	M/W/F
Office:  	Henry #1						Room: Henry Lab 6
Office Hours:	M/W/F 0700 – 0820

This is an undergraduate-level course designed to follow FS 330.  This class will cover various types of disciplines in the forensic sciences, forensic evidence, and some of the methods used to analyze that evidence.   

OBJECTIVES:

Upon completion of the course you will be able to:

1. Recognize various forms of physical evidence
2. Understand how to preserve that evidence 
3. Understand the viable protocols for processing various types of evidence
4. Have some basic knowledge of what we can and cannot do with regard to analyses
5. Gain hands-on experience with techniques from various forensic sub-disciplines
6. Understand the ethical requirements of examination and testimony in court

TEXT:	

James, Stuart H. and Nordby, Jon J., Forensic Science: An Introduction to Scientific and Investigative Techniques, CRC Press, Third Edition; 2009.
ISBN:  0849312469

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will be reported to counseling and will result in possible removal from the course, as per the CUH Student Handbook.  Absences may be excused if documentation is provided, or if approved prior to the class period.  Repeated tardiness and/or absences will be reflected in the “participation” portion of your grade.

MUSIC DEVICES AND CELL PHONES:
Cell phones will either be off or on silent while in the classroom.  If I see your phone out during the lecture period, you will receive a zero for the participation portion of your grade.  If there is a legitimate reason for you to have your phone on, please see me prior to class.  Unless specifically permitted by your instructor, use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade, as it is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct.  Students unable to comply will be asked to leave class.
ADA ACCOMODATIONS:
Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from CUH Counseling Center (Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845) by the end of the third week of classes.  Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making necessary accommodations.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students and review procedures at www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php
COMPUTERS:

The use of computers in this class is encouraged, provided they are used for the class.  Doing other things on the computer such as other class work or surfing the Internet is not acceptable, and will consequently be reflected in the “participation” portion of your grade.  

GRADING:

You will be graded on two midterm examinations [100 points each], a fifteen minute presentation on the topic of your choice [25 points], and one final examination [175 points].  There will also be a participation portion of your grade.  Participation will be worth twenty-five (25) points, and will be awarded at my discretion according to your adherence to the policies outlined in this syllabus, as well as class participation and attendance. 

GRADING SCALE:

382 - 425	A
340 - 381	B
297 - 339	C
255 – 296	D
Below 297	F

SCHEDULE:

Jan 14:		Introduction to the class & syllabus

Jan 16:		Forensic Scientist & Forensic Laboratory [Chapter 1] 

Jan 18:  	Forensic Pathology [Chapter 2]

Jan 21:		NO CLASS [MLK Jr. Day]

Jan 23:		Forensic Pathology

Jan 25:		Forensic Nursing [Chapter 3] 

Jan 28:		Investigation of Traumatic Deaths [Chapter 4]

Jan 30:		Guest lecturer – Death Investigation

Feb 01:	Forensic Odontology [Chapter 6]

Feb 04:	Forensic Anthropology [Chapter 7]

Feb 06:	Forensic Anthropology

Feb 08:	Exercise – Forensic Anthropology

Feb 11:  	MIDTERM #1 [Chapter 1-4, 6, 7]

Feb 13:	Forensic Taphonomy [Chapter 8]

Feb 15:	Crime Scene Investigation [Chapter 10] & Collection and Preservation of 			Evidence [Chapter 13]

Feb 18:	NO CLASS [Presidents’ Day]

Feb 20:	Exercise – Collection and Preservation of Evidence

Feb 22:	Identification of Biological Evidence [Chapter 14]

Feb 25:	Exercise – Biological Evidence

Feb 27:	Explosions / Arson film	

Mar 01:	Fingerprints [Chapter 18]

Mar 04:	Fingerprints

Mar 06:	Exercise – Fingerprinting 

Mar 08:	Fingerprints
	
Mar 11:	Exercise – Latent Fingerprints
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Mar 13:	Footwear [Chapter 19] & Tires [Chapter 20]

Mar 15:	Exercise – Footwear & Tires 

Mar 18:	MIDTERM #2 [Chapter 8, 10, 13, 14, 18-20]

Mar 20:	Firearms [Chapter 21]

Mar 22:	Firearms

Mar 25-29:	NO CLASS [Spring Break]

Apr 01:	Exercise - Firearms

Apr 03:	Microanalysis and Examination [Chapter 17]

Apr 05:	Microanalysis and Examination

Apr 08:	Guest lecturer – Microanalysis and Examination

Apr 10:	Exercise - Microanalysis and Examination

Apr 12:	Questioned Documents [Chapter 22]

Apr 15:	Guest lecturer – Document Examiner

Apr 17:	Exercise – Questioned Document Examination

Apr 19:	Biometrics

Apr 22:	Courtroom Testimony [Chapter 33]

Apr 24:	Ethics [Chapter 34]

Apr 26:	Student Presentations

Apr 29:	Student Presentations

May 01:	Student Presentations

May 03:	Student Presentations



*Syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion
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