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WINTER SESSION
January 12 – March 16, 2013
Tripler Campus

COURSE:  RE103: World Religions     
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Saturday 8 A.M. – 12:10 P.M..       PHONE:      676-1452
OFFICE HOURS:  By appointment        E-MAIL:     mwong2@chaminade.edu
TEXTBOOK:	Van Voorst, Robert E.  World RELG, Boston, MA:  Wadsworth, Cengage Learning, 2013  ISBN:  13:978-1-111-72620-1

COURSE OVERVIEW


COURSE DESCRIPTION
     Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen.  The course examines the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing an inter-religious survey of ethics.  

PREREQUISITES
     None.  This course fulfills the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

GOAL AND ORIENTATION
     The purpose of this class is to assist students to explore and understand different approaches to the answers of the human quest in existence, morality, and ethical behaviors.
     This course examines major religions throughout the world.  Students will review and compare the diverse spiritual, historical, and philosophical foundations of these belief traditions. The main objective is to identify the basic teachings of Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The class will critically analyze the application of these religions to current sociopolitical problems and their effect on the harmony of the global community.
     Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

	
ORGANIZATIONAL THEME
Marianist Educational Philosophy
     The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”
· Educate for formation in faith;
· Provide for an integral quality education;
· Educate for family spirit;
· Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
· Educate for adaptation and change.
     The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. Since all individuals are persons of faith, in relationship to one another, this course provides students the opportunity to explore faith in several contexts. As we continue to grow as a global community, understanding others’ worldviews that are often constituted by religious ideals becomes a necessity. The classroom itself becomes a community in which students share and learn the various religious beliefs, particularly those that promote service, justice and peace. In essence, the goal is that students, while learning about others, also learn about themselves in order to be prepared for adaptation and change.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:
	2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
	4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 
	6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
· discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);
· recognize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);
· understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them (PLO 4);
· appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community (PLO 6)
· reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning (PLO 2, 6)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS




COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to:
· attend class regularly and on time;
· be prepared for class having read assigned readings and completed any homework;
· participate in class activities;
· do additional research as required;
· keep open communication with the professor in regards to anything that may affect one’s being unable to fulfill course requirements as stated above;
· regularly check for class updates and notices via their student email box. 

GRADING
     Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, quizzes, participation, effort, projects and exams.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font with 1 inch margins.  Citations must be used when necessary and be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.  Papers will not be accepted by e-mail.

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603, or email jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
All student work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,
	videos, research, outside class activities
· critical application and accuracy of the content
· thoroughness of answers in reflective and research assignments
· continuing development of understanding

GRADING CATEGORIES 
Attendance:										10 points
Class Participation:									20 points
Reflection Papers	:								10 points
Homework - Chapter Short Answers:							10 points
Current Event Comparative Research Essay:					10 points
Chapter Quizzes:									15 points
Midterm Project									15 points
Final Exam										10 points

Grading Scale is based on percentage of total points possible at the end of the term.
A - 90% or better	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B - 80-89%		Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C - 70-79%		Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
D - 63-69%		Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of	prerequisite course work.
F - 62% or lower	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.
Class Attendance and Participation:  Students are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence.  Points are given for each class and will be deducted for unexcused absences.  More than three unexcused absences will result in lowered grade despite points earned.  Students with excused absences will need to complete a missed-class assignment in order to receive a portion of the points for attendance.  Consistent tardiness will be noted and a portion of points deducted as well.
     Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. 

Classroom Conduct:  In order to create a viable and productive learning environment, and to show respect for each other in the classroom, all persons are expected to follow basic rules of conduct.
1. Talking only when it is your turn to do so.
2. Cell phones, pagers or other such electronic devices must be turned off and kept out of sight.  If you need it for an emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor. 

     According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class. This includes but is not limited to excessive personal conversations, use of cellular or other electronic devices, and disrespectful language or behavior. 

Reflection Papers:  Students will be required to complete two (2) 2-3-page, typed, reflection papers.  Papers will be graded based on thoroughness of explanation, specific examples and cohesive writing.  Content:  blend of personal commentary and critical analysis over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, further questions, etc.  Not a synoptic report.  (Assessment # 2 and 4).
Homework Chapter Short Answers:  Each week students will be expected to submit their homework as described in the syllabus below.  (Assessment #1,2 and 4)

Current Event Comparative Research Essay:  Students will complete one comparative essay.  The essay will require the student to complete additional research and include proper text citations using MLA format. This essay should be a minimum of 3 pages, typed, double-spaced. The number of pages does not include the Works Cited page. (Assessment # 1, 2 and 3)
1. Select a current event of religious nature, and of social justice inquiry or debate.
2. Present the issue.
3. Do further research into the background of the religion presented.  Give possible historical religious reasons why the event made it into the news.  For example, place yourself in the shoes of that religious tradition and explain the importance of what happened through their eyes.
4. Open discussion of the issue recognizing differences and commonalities of standpoint or perspective in light of Christianity.
5. Conclude with your own viewpoint.
6. Cite at least two other references (besides the textbook) used.

Be careful of plagiarism! You must cite your resources, particularly if a major portion of the text comes directly from a source of any kind, including web sites. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a source.  Chaminade Library:  www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Chapter quizzes:  There will be three quizzes.  Each quiz will cover specific chapters of the text and material covered in class. Students are responsible for all content, including material that is not discussed in class. (Assessment # 1 and 2).

Midterm Project - “Culture and Religion”:  What religious influences may have contributed to the formation of the person you are today?  The midterm requires some research into one’s family roots and the religious influences that may be there due to the predominant religion of that culture.  Share your findings.  You may use a show and tell format bringing in pictures, symbols, music, etc. to enhance the environment, or re-create a ritual, etc.  Bring in a dish to share associated with the ritual or your experiences of culture and religion explored.  (Assessment # 1 and 4)

Final Exam:	Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a summative art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, poem, writing, dance, music composition, etc.) that synthesizes your personal understanding of what you have learned from this course study.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.  (Assessment #1, 3 and 4)

Extra-Credit/Make-up:  Activities will be given at the discretion of the instructor. Students may submit up to two extra-credit/make-up assignments towards the final grade. Requirements:  two-page reflection/review paper on the attended extracurricular, intercultural activity or service, pertinent films or enrichment reading.  These extra credit options may not be used to fulfill any other requirements for the course and are factored into one’s grade only after all other assignments are completed.







COURSE SYLLABUS

      

	Date
	Topics  & Classwork
	Homework (Assignments listed are to be completed in preparation for the following week’s class.)

	January 12

13
Baptism of Jesus - Christian
13
Maghi - Sikh
	*Introduction to World Religions
*Who am I? Where did I come from? Where am I going? and Why?

Meeting:  No in- class meeting.  Instructor on Kalaupapa for events of St. Marianne Cope
	1. Read Chapt. 1
2. Watch the following:
“History of the Parliament of World Religions”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FeOThRXzqxQ
“In Search of the Great Song”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko4Mr6WCMfA
“Coexist”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTUg-nLMS_U
3. Short Answer:  After reading the chapter and viewing the above videos, write a ½ page to 1 page reflection on: “What aspects of studying religion today intrigues you?”  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms in your answer.  *Bring this in to class next week.

	January 19

18-25
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
19
Timkat – Ethiopian Orthodox Christian
20
World Religion Day 
24
Mawlid el-Nabi - Islam
	*Introduction, cont.
*Hinduism

Meeting:  in class
	1. Read Chapt. 5:  Buddhism
2. Watch the following:
BBC- India.Bodhgaya
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTSXNCxPFKA
3. Korean Buddhist Art
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thvh5PdR6yM
4. Short Answer:  After reading the chapter and viewing the above videos, choose a world concern, and write on how it could be addressed by specific Buddhist principles.  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms in your answer.  (Examples of concerns can be found on the Supplement sheet attached. #B) Give point by point examples. 

	January 26

26
Tu BiShvat - Jewish
	Buddhism

Meeting:  In class

10 AM Japanese Cultural Center 
2454 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96826

Quiz: Hinduism & Buddhism

	1. Read Chapt. 8  Shinto
2. Watch the following”
Religions of the World – Shinto, part 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ET91wXsDNk
Making of Spirit Away – Part I    
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ7ymWBf7XE
Azula vs. Zuko: Final Agni Kai
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCXHi0kFucc
3. Short Answer:  After reading the chapter and viewing the above videos, write your reflection on the relevance of: “Shinto as the ‘way of the kami’ rather than the ‘way of the gods.’”  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms in your answer.

	February 2

2
Candlemas – Christian
Imbolc & Sughnassad – Wiccan/Pagan
3
Setsubun-sai – Shinto
	*Shinto

Meeting:  Chinatown

	1. Read Chapt. 7  Daoism & Confucianism
2. Reflection Paper #1:  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms in your paper from Chapter 7 as you reflect on some of the things you experienced and learned in the field trip.

	February 9

10
Chinese New Year – Confucian,Taoist, Buddhist
13
Ash Wednesday – Christian
15
Vasant Panchami – Hindu
	*Daoism & Confucianism

Meeting:  In class

Quiz:  Shintoism, Taoism & Confucianism
	1. Prepare for Midterm


	February 16


	Midterm 

Meeting:  In class
	1. Read Chapt. 10  Judaism
2. Watch:  “God on Trial”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dx7irFN2gdI
Matisyahu, Hasidic Faith (read; song below)
3. http://www.spinner.com/2012/12/29/matisyahu-hasidic-faith-lifestyle-change/
4. Short Answer:  After reading the chapter and viewing the above videos, read #E on the Supplementary paper and write your reflection on “If you were to become Jewish, what would be important to you?”  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms in your answer.

	February 23

24
Purim – Jewish
Triodion begins – Orthodox Christian
	*Judaism

Meeting:  In class

	1. Read Chapt. 11 & 12 Christianity & Islam
2. Short Answer:  After reading the chapters, read #F, G & H on the Supplementary paper.  Choose one issue and write about your understanding of it through the text read.  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms in your answer.

	March 2

2-20
Nineteen Day Fast - Baha'i
	*Christianity & Islam

Meeting: 
8:30 a.m. Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace
1884 Bishop St.
	1. Read Chapt. 13  New Religious Movements
2. Reflection Paper #2:  Incorporate (and underline) 3-5 of the vocabulary terms from Chapter 11 & 12 in your paper as you reflect on some of the things you experienced and learned in the field trip.
3. Current Event Comparative Research Essay due next week


	March 9

10
Meatfare Sunday – Orthodox Christian
Maha Shivaratri – Hindu
13 
L. Ron Hubbard birthday – Scientology

	*NRM

Meeting: In class

Quiz:  Judaism, Islam & Christianity
	1. Prepare for Final Exam


	March 16

	Final Exam

Meeting:  In class
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