Course Syllabus

Chaminade University of Honolulu

History 151:  World Civilizations I

Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

A multicultural approach to studying the world’s early civilizations, it examines their political, social, economic and cultural evolutions.  Among other things, the course examines the lives, works and compassionate service of Confucius, the Buddha, Jesus Christ, Mohammed and other individuals who made meaningful contributions to the moral and ethical development of humankind.

Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond.

Course Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate...

· a working knowledge of the key people, events and developments in world history.

· an understanding of change, continuity and causality.  (This is also a program learning outcome).

· refined reading, writing, speaking and cognitive skills.

· learning that embodies cooperation, self-discipline and mutual respect.

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.

· Take three (3) examinations.

Grades

Participation in class activities and short in-class assignments

100 points

Examinations (3 exams 100 points each)




300 points

Grading:    370-400 points = A; 330-369 = B; 280-229 =C; 240-279 = D; Below 240 = F.

Course Outline

Week 1:
History of the Universe / History of Planet Earth

Week 2:
Becoming Human / Prehistory of Human Communities

Week 3:
Mesopotamia and the Birth of Civilizations

Week 4
Civilization of Ancient Egypt

Week 5:
First Examination
Week 6:
History of Ancient India

Week 7:
Indian Philosophies and Religions:  Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism

Week 8:
History of Ancient China 
Week 9:
Minoan and Mycenaean Civilizations

Week 10:
History of Classical Greece

Week 11:
Second Examination
Week 12:
History of Ancient Rome:  Republic and Empire  

Week 13:
History of Early Christianity

Week 14:
History, Politics and Culture of Medieval Europe

Week 15:
Early History and Culture of the Islamic World

Week 16:
Third Examination
Course Text

P. Adler & R. Pouwels, World Civilizations, Volume I: To 1700
M. Yamasaki, History 151: World Civilizations I (Spring 2013) 
Office Hours

Henry 208H:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 1:00 – 2:30; 5:00 – 6:00 PM

Phone:


735-4824

E-mail:


myamasak@chaminade.edu

