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EDUC 620:  Science/Social Science (Secondary)   Winter 2013
	Instructor:       
Dr. David Jelinek
david.jelinek@adjunct.chaminade.edu
(916) 278-4491
	Office Hours 
Via email, Chat, Skype and/or by phone (with appointment)

	Texts (required):  

· Chapin, J. R. (2011). A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education/Allyn & Bacon. ISBN-10: 0137059191 [Required]
· Chiappetta, E. L., & Koballa, T. R. Jr. (2010). Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools: Developing fundamental knowledge and skills (7th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education/Allyn & Bacon. ISBN-10: 013715304X [Required]
·    Jelinek, David (2012). Designing Units For Middle & Secondary Classes.  Provided as a PDF download in eCollege.
· 

	eCollege: 


· Your “online classroom” is eCollege!  Go to:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com/
· User ID: 7-digit CUH student number

· Password: Last 4 digits of your SSN

· Click on the Academics PSH Tab at the upper left (under the Chaminade logo).
· If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu
· For technical questions:  Contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call (866) 647-0654.

	Observation & Participation Requirement: 
· None required for this course.

	LiveText:

· Submission of Signature Assignment requires a LiveText account. Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 

· If you do not have a LiveText account, contact the Education Division 
· For technical assistance with LiveText, contact support@livetext.com  Expect a 24-hour response time.

	Catalog Description:  
EDUC  620: Demonstrates a variety of instructional methodologies and approaches that are workable in the content subject area. Concepts to be covered include establishing a context for instruction, presenting strategies for reading, writing, studying, and translating information gained into practice.



	Grading Scale:  A = 90 or above          B = 80-89     C = 70-79          F=  69 or lower  


Education Division Mission Statement:  The Education Division’s mission is to foster the development of knowledgeable, proficient, and reflective teachers and educational leaders. Our programs are based in the liberal arts tradition, Catholic Marianist values, current research, best practice, and professional standards. In this context we develop educators who demonstrate ethical, effective and culturally responsive practices, and a commitment to building a just and peaceful society.
Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs):  Successful teacher candidates in Chaminade initial teacher licensure programs will demonstrate knowledge, skills, and dispositions in the following areas:
	PLO1
	Content Knowledge (Knowledge of subject matter)

	PLO2
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice (Knowledge of how students develop and learn, and engagement of students in developmentally appropriate experiences that support learning )

	PLO3
	Pedagogical Content Knowledge (Knowledge of how to teach subject matter to students and application of a variety of instructional strategies that are rigorous, differentiated, focused on the active involvement of the learner) 

	PLO4
	Educational Technology (Knowledge of and application of appropriate technology for student learning) 

	PLO5
	Assessment for Learning (Knowledge of and use of appropriate assessment strategies that enhance the knowledge of learners and their responsibility for their own learning)

	PLO6
	Diversity (Skills for adapting learning activities for individual differences and the needs of diverse learners and for maintaining safe positive, caring, and inclusive learning environments)

	PLO7
	Focus on Student Learning (Skills in the planning and design of meaningful learning activities that support and have positive impact on student learning based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community, curriculum standards, and integration of appropriate technology)

	PLO8
	Professional & Ethical Dispositions and Communication (Professional dispositions, professionalism in teaching, and ethical standards of conduct consistent with Marianist values, and positive and constructive relationships with parents, the school community and professional colleagues)


Course Learning Objectives (CLOs):  At the end of this course, the students will:
· CLO 1: Provide a summary of relevant personal experiences applicable to participation in the class.

· CLO 2: Develop a backwards design unit plan on a science and/or social science topic. 

· CLO 3: Develop a backwards design lesson plan on a science and/or social science topic. 

· CLO 4: Demonstrate an understanding of your content knowledge, pedagogical knowledge, and pedagogical content knowledge in science and social studies through online discussions and tests.
· CLO 5: Create a collection of ten young adult literature summaries related to science and social science topics.

Linkages between Course Learning Objectives (CLOs) and Program Learning Objectives (PLOs):
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1. Big Ideas and Essential Questions

· Big Ideas
· The main purpose of science education is to enable every citizen to make informed decisions, engage in appropriate actions that positively affect society and the environment, and understand and appreciate nature.
· The main purpose of social studies education is to enable every citizen to understand, appreciate, and engage in our democratic society, improve our democratic way of life, and participate as members of a global community.
· Science and social sciences are an important foundation for understanding the natural world and developing the designed world.

· Essential Questions

· How do we plan and manage for effective instruction and activities in the sciences and social sciences?

· What instructional methods for teaching science and the social sciences will promote effective learning for all students?

· How do we gather and use assessment data to promote programmatic, course, unit, lesson, and individual learning.

· How do we gather and incorporate resources to support teaching and learning.

Course Requirements:

ALL of the following assignments must be completed.  For each missing assignment overall course grade will be deducted by 5% in addition to the missed points for the assignment.
	Assignment
	Points
	Assignment Description

	Small Group Projects 
	25
	You are expected to contribute to your small group unit design activities and PowerPoint  presentation every week until the final assignment(s) are submitted.  This includes an initial discussion posting to your small group forum no later than Tuesday night of each week, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week, with at least two additional posts by Sunday night. Failure to contribute to these activities within the designated time periods will result in no credit for that week.  Additionally, I will ask for progress reports from time to time, which need to be submitted on time to receive credit. 

	Ongoing Discussion Topics (Teaching Principles, Controversies, Strategies)

	30
	The premise of this ongoing discussion forum assignment is that learning how to teach science and/or social science in the classroom is dependent on thoughtful consideration of teaching principles (i.e., those principles that can make our teaching both effective and efficient by focusing on conditions that support student learning and minimize the need to continually reinvent the wheel); controversies and/or issues (i.e., teaching perspectives in which “experts” in the filed do not necessarily agree), and various teaching and assessment strategies (Methods or "best practices" to assure students are learning what you are teaching them).  Therefore, over the next 9 weeks, you will be expected to contribute to the three discussion forums identified below.  For each forum, you should post a minimum of 3 original posts and 3 follow up posts (thus 6 posts per forum). 
The exact dates of your posts are up to you, provided you follow 3 simple rules:
1.     You must keep up with the assigned reading for each week, which is due each Tuesday night.
2.     Postings should be related to the reading content assigned for the week in which the posting occurs.  Initial postings are due by Wed. night of that week; follow-up postings are due by Sun. night of that week.
3.     You must post at least one initial posting and one follow-up posting each week (in other words, you can’t “dump” 18 posts during the first week and assume you are done).  More are fine.

	PowerPoint Presentation ;
Q & A
	20
	This is your small group’s opportunity to share your unit design progress & highlights with your colleagues. Often, presentations require you to think about and identify the most salient aspects of your work to share. Thus, one purpose of this assignment is to encourage you to consider all of your unit designing processes and identify what you think is the most valuable and worthwhile to display and present online. 

Assignment Details

Part 1: PowerPoint Presentation.  Each group should plan a 12 to 15 slide PowerPoint to “tell the story” of their unit design. All group members are expected to contribute equally to this presentation and share in the responsibilities of responding to your classmates’ questions and comments.  Though your presentation may include more, at a minimum it should include: 

1. A brief discussion of the context for your unit design (e.g., grade level, intended student recipients, etc.)
2. Your big ideas, anticipated student outcomes and rationale for your choices.  

3. Overview of your instructional blueprint and how it embodies your big picture (i.e., how do the lessons laid out in the instructional blueprint assure that the big ideas and student outcomes will be achieved)
4. A synopsis of your main teaching methods and strategies, and why you chose those.

5. A synopsis of your assessment choices, and why these?
6. Any insights gleaned from your unit designing process and how these have informed planning and teaching in your own classroom.
Part 2: Q & A.  In this part each of you should pose one thoughtful question and or observation to EACH of the other group presentations.  Then, the members of each small group should share the responsibility in responding to the questions/observations that have been posted.

	Signature Assignment Parts 1 & 2
	25
	The Signature Assignment consists of two parts. 


Part 1: Backwards Design Unit Plan with an individual reflective analysis (weighted 75%)
· The group designed Backwards Design Unit Plan should be complete, follow the design template (see end of syllabus), and be based on relevant standards to include the Mathematics and English Language Arts Common Core Standards; including the Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects standards (http://www.corestandards.org/). The primary focus can be science, social studies, or a topic common to both content areas. The unit plan should include multiple ways to assess students, to include self assessment, and provide a complete and coherent instructional plan that addresses the varied learning needs of the appropriate age group.

· Individual Reflective Analysis:  Write a 2 to 3 page (double spaced) statement that walks through your specific contributions to the unit design process.  This should include a summary of your part in the small group discussions and each component of the unit design template.  Further, what was your role in contributing to methodological choices, teaching strategies, and assessment choices for the unit plan?  Finally, briefly discuss how you envision using and/or adapting this unit plan in your own classroom teaching.
Part 2: Backwards Design Lesson Plan (weighted 25%)
· From the unit plan, each student should develop a backwards design lesson plan that supports the unit plan and is complete, follows the design template, and is based on relevant standards to include the Mathematics and English Language Arts Common Core Standards; including the Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects standards (http://www.corestandards.org/).
Submit both parts to LiveText by Sunday, March 17 at 11:50pm Hawaii Time.  No late submissions accepted.

	Total
	100
	



TENTATIVE WEEKLY SCHEDULE
The schedule that follows is general and tentative. Detailed instructions and updates will be provided in eCollege.

Due Dates (by 9 pm Hawaii time):  Unless otherwise noted in eCollege, readings are due by Tuesday, first small group posting by Wednesday; Assignment submissions by Sunday.  
	Week
	Week
of
	Topic
	Reading/Assignments Due

	1
	Jan 7-13
	Course Overview & Introduction 
	Read:  Introductory Chapters (Chapters 1 and 2 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 1 in A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.


	2
	Jan 14-20
	Planning Instruction & Assessment
Small Group Work: Unit Design
	Read:  
· Planning (Chapter 3 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 2 in A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)
· Jelinek “Designing Units: p 3-11 & 23-24
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group unit design activities with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.

	3
	Jan 21-27
	Assessment

Small Group Work: Unit Design (cont’d)
	Read:  
· Assessment (Chapter 4 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 5 in A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)
· Jelinek “Designing Units: p 12-21 
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group unit design activities with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.


	4
	Jan 28

To
Feb 3
	Principles of Science & Social Science Teaching
Small Group Work
	Read:  
· Science and Social Studies Teaching (Chapter 5 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 3: A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)
· Jelinek “Designing Units: p  35-45.
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group unit design activities with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.


	5
	Feb 4-10   
	Principles of Science & Social Science Teaching (cont’d)
Small Group Work
	Read:  Science and Social Studies Learning (Chapter 6 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 4: A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group unit design activities with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.
· 

	6
	Feb 11-17
	Inquiry
Small Group Work


	Read: 
 Inquiry and the Nature of Science (Chapters 7 & 8 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools.)
· Inquiry --  Jelinek handout
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group unit design activities with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.

	7
	Feb 18-24
	Teaching Strategies

Small Group Work

Unit Plan Submission

	Read:  Science and Social Studies Strategies (Chapters 11 & 12 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 6: A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group unit design activities with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night
· Submit the complete unit plan by Sunday night.  Submission details are provided in eCollege.

	8
	Feb 25 to
Mar 3


	Teaching Strategies (cont’d)

Small Group Work


	Read:  Science and Social Studies Strategies (Chapters 13 & 14 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 7: A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies assessment.
Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.

Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group PPT presentation planning with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.


	9
	Mar 4-10
	Teaching Strategies (cont’d)

Small Group Work


	Read:  Science and Social Studies Strategies (Chapter 15 in Science instruction in the middle and secondary schools and Chapter 8: A practical guide to middle and secondary social studies.)

Ongoing Discussions:  Post a minimum of 1 original contribution (by Wed) and 1 response to a classmate’s posting (by Sun). The posting should be related to this week’s reading.
Small Groups:  Contribute to your small group PPT presentation planning with your first posting no later than Tuesday night, then you should continue to contribute to your group's activities over the course of the week with at least two additional posts by Sunday night.

	10
	Mar 11-17
	PowerPoint Presentation with Q & A
Signature Assignment Submission
	PowerPoint Presentations:  Upload your group’s PPT presentation no later than Tuesday night, then each of you should check in at least once on Wed, Thurs, and Friday and respond to questions posed to you by other groups.

PowerPoint Q & A:   By Wed. and Thurs. night, each of you should pose one thoughtful question and or observation to EACH of the other group presentations. 
Upload Signature Assignment to LiveText by Sunday, March 17 at 11:50pm Hawaii Time.  No late submissions accepted.


POLICIES:
	Attendance:

This is a three-semester hour class, which would usually meet one night a week for approximately 4 hours (10-week accelerated semester). In addition, outside assignments may be expected to require two hours for every hour of class time. Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Attendance in online means logging in and responding as directed by the specified deadline. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

The Education Division has adopted the following attendance policy:

1. Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more should drop the class. (Graduate (10 classes): More than one absence lowers grade one letter.)

2. Tardy: 10% of class time is equivalent to ½ class absence. (Graduate (4 hour class): 30 min. = ½ class absence


Late Policy:

· Assignments are due on the date indicated in eCollege, unless changes to the due dates are announced on the eCollege email and/or Virtual Office forum.  For each 24 hour period (including weekends) work is handed in late, the overall grade for that assignment will be deducted by 10% of the total possible points (e.g., if the total possible points for an assignment are 10, you will lose 1 point per day, etc.).  No late work will be accepted later than 5 days from the due date.

· The signature assignment will not be accepted late.

· Late points may be waived if there are documented extenuating circumstances (e.g. medical emergencies).  It would be helpful if you contacted me BEFORE the assignment’s due date.

Incomplete:
· An incomplete (I) will be given only under emergency situations and much dialogue between the student and instructor; prior to the deadline for submitting grades to the Registrar’s Office.
Writing Standards
· All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:
1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


SIGNATURE ASSIGNMENT:   
The Signature Assignment consists of two parts. 


Part 1: Backwards Design Unit Plan with an individual reflective analysis (weighted 75%)
· The group designed Backwards Design Unit Plan should be complete, follow the design template (provided in Doc Sharing on eCollege)), and be based on relevant standards to include the Mathematics and English Language Arts Common Core Standards; including the Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects standards (http://www.corestandards.org/). The primary focus can be science, social studies, or a topic common to both content areas. The unit plan should include multiple ways to assess students, to include self assessment, and provide a complete and coherent instructional plan that addresses the varied learning needs of the appropriate age group.

· Individual Reflective Analysis:  Write a 2 to 3 pages (double spaced) statement that walks through your specific contributions to the unit design process.  This should include a summary of your part in the small group discussions and each component of the unit design template.  Further, what was your role in contributing to methodological choices, teaching strategies, and assessment choices for the unit plan?  Finally, briefly discuss how you envision using and/or adapting this unit plan in your own classroom teaching.

Part 2: Backwards Design Lesson Plan (weighted 25%)
· From the unit plan, each student should develop a backwards design lesson plan that supports the unit plan and is complete, follows the design template, and is based on relevant standards to include the Mathematics and English Language Arts Common Core Standards; including the Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects standards (http://www.corestandards.org/).
Submit both parts to LiveText.
EDUC 620 Signature Assignment Rubric

	

	
	Exceeds (3 pts) 
	Meets (2 pts) 
	Below Expectation (1 pt) 

	Unit Plan & Reflection Statement 

(75%)
	· Unit plan follows the design template and is complete. 

· All applicable standards are included, to include the Common Core Standards, and are matched to the learning plan. 

· Unit plan shows a coherent plan of how to teach the content and assess student learning. 
· Essential questions and big ideas are relevant and included. 
· Knowledge and skills are adequately defined, relate to the standards, and are addressed in the assessments and learning activities.
· Performance tasks are included and are relevant.
· There is a strong correlation between the assessments and the learning plan. 
· The overall unit plan is teachable. 
· The individual reflective analysis statement thoroughly addresses specific individual contributions to each component of the unit design process, including a summary of your part in the small group discussions and each component of the unit design template, role in contributing to methodological choices, teaching strategies, and assessment choices and how you envision using and/or adapting this unit plan in your own classroom teaching.


	· The unit plan inadequately describes one or more components of the design template. 

· One or more applicable standards are not properly addressed in the unit to include an applicable learning activity. 

· The assessments and/or the learning plan sequence is incoherent.

· Essential questions or big ideas do not support the standards, assessments, or learning plan.

· Knowledge and skills are adequately defined.
· Performance tasks are included in the plan.
· There is a weak correlation between the assessments and the learning plan. 
· The overall unit plan would be hard to teach.
· The individual reflective analysis statement does not address one or more of the following individual contributions to each component of the unit design process: a summary of your part in the small group discussions and each component of the unit design template, role in contributing to methodological choices, teaching strategies, and assessment choices and how you envision using and/or adapting this unit plan in your own classroom teaching.

	· The unit plan is hard to follow and is missing one or more critical components.

· One or more applicable standards is missing or not properly addressed in the unit to include an applicable learning activity. 

· The assessments and/or the learning plan sequence is missing.

· Essential questions and big ideas are missing.
· Knowledge and skills are not adequately defined or are missing.
· Performance tasks are missing from the plan.
· There is a correlation between the assessments and the learning plan. 
· Components of the unit plan are not aligned and/or supportive of the overall standards or essential questions. The plan would be hard to teach.
· The individual reflective analysis statement does not adequately address the following individual contributions to each component of the unit design process: a summary of your part in the small group discussions and each component of the unit design template, role in contributing to methodological choices, teaching strategies, and assessment choices and how you envision using and/or adapting this unit plan in your own classroom teaching.


	Lesson Plan

(25%)
	· Desired results include correlated goals and big ideas, common core standards, essential questions and understandings, and skill and content acquisition.
· The assessment evidence includes performance tasks, self-assessments, and other evidence which is supportive of the goals and big ideas as well as the learning plan.
· The learning plan is specific and adequately addresses the established goals, standards, and big ideas.
	· Desired results include goals and big ideas, common core standards, essential questions and understandings, and skill and content acquisition.
· The assessment evidence includes performance tasks, self-assessments, and other evidence.
· The learning plan adequately addresses the established goals, standards, and big ideas.
	· Desired results are missing goals and big ideas, common core standards, essential questions and understandings, and/or skill and content acquisition
· The assessment evidence is missing performance tasks, self-assessments, and/or other evidence.
· The learning plan is not specific or does not adequately address the established goals, standards, and big ideas


 
4

