ACTING I

Instructor: Sara Robertson				Chaminade University
Email: sara.robertson@adjunct.chaminade.edu       PAR 205:  Tues 5:30-9:40pm
					

CLASS PHILOSOPHY:
The actor must first of all believe in everything that takes place on the stage, and most of all he must believe in what he himself is doing.  And one can believe only in the truth.  Therefore it is necessary to feel the truth at all times, to know how to find it, and for this it is inescapable to develop one’s artistic sensitivity to the truth.       - Konstantin Stanislavsky

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Develop improvisational and performance skills through performance analyses, monologues, and scene work
2. Learn proper vocal and body warm-up and relaxation techniques
3. Enhance kinesthetic awareness through movement and character developing exercises
4. Become comfortable with acting terminology
5. Develop a knowledge of and appreciation for varying plays, playwrights, and influential actors, performances, and their contributions to the art form

COURSE EXPECTATIONS:
Respecting teacher and others by: 
1. Being prompt for class. 
2. Being dressed properly for class.
3. Listening and learning from corrections offered to other students. 
4. Being prepared when it is your turn. 
5. NO CELL PHONES.
Respect the facilities by: 
1. No chewing gum in the studio.
2. No food or drink, except for water. 
3. Depositing trash in baskets.

TEXT:
Benedetti, Robert.  The Actor in You.  Pearson Education, Inc: 2003.
Shurtleff, Michael.  Audition. Walker & Co: 1978.
Stanislavski, Konstantin.  An Actor’s Work.  Routledge, 2008.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
15%	Response Papers
35%	Weekly assignments/Attendance/Participation
20%	Monologue
30%	Final Scene
Response Papers: Students will write a two (2) paged, double spaced response to two (2) live stage performances.  Please attach ticket stub to UPPER LEFT corner of paper.  Responses should reflect a critical knowledge and understanding of show and provide thoughtful insight regarding the actors’ performance choices.  

Weekly Assignments: Throughout the semester, these small assignments will be announced each week during class and turned in the following class period.  Tasks may include, but are not limited to: “Two Minutes Alone,” journaling, finding a poem or monologue, “Sense Story,” and Open Scenes.
These are tied into your attendance and participation grades.

Monologue: This will count as your Mid-term assignment and grade.  Your monologue must be from a contemporary realism play (NOT film) and 2-4 minutes long.  You will have 2 class periods to rehearse and receive feedback before final grading.

Group Scene: The class will divide itself into groups of 2-4 people and choose or be assigned a scene from a contemporary realism play.  Each actor should have equal weighted roles and demonstrate the application of acting techniques learned throughout the semester.  Scenes must be 5-8 minutes, depending on the number of actors.


FINAL NOTES:
I reserve all rights to alter any assignments and/or grading methods at any time I feel it necessary.  

ADA Policy: If you feel you need reasonable accommodations due to the impact of a disability, please speak with me privately to discuss your specific needs, or contact Dr. June Yasuhara at the Chaminade Counseling Center at jyasuhar@chaminade.edu or (808) 735-4845.















	
	Stanislavsky
· Discuss bio, ideals, concepts
· Sensory exercises
Meyerhold
· Discuss bio, ideals, concepts
· Mask work exercises

	Begin looking for monologue for Mid-term.
Have monologue for next class
Make sure to bring paper & writing utensil or computer.



	4
	Non-traditional Scenes
· Body/Vocal Warm-ups
· Read/perform selected material
· Discuss
· Work on monologues

	Monologues: Final performance due next class

	4
	Non-traditional Scenes
· Body/Vocal Warm-ups
· Read/perform selected material
· Discuss
· Work on monologues

	Monologues: Final performance due next class


	3
	Monologues
· Body/Vocal warm-ups
· Discuss conflict, motivation, objective
· Dissect monologues
· Watch selected videos
	Bring in a poem or literature scene (NOT a play) written in 1st person for NEXT CLASS.

	4
	Non-traditional scenes
· Body/vocal warm-ups
· Read/perform selected material
· Discuss
· Work on monologues
	Monologues: Final performance due NEXT CLASS



	
DAY
	
TOPIC
	
ASSIGNMENTS


	1
	Course Introduction
· Review syllabus and course outline
· Discuss preconceived ideas about acting and theatre
· Body/Vocal warm-ups
· Acting game
	

	
	Acting Vocabulary
· Body/Vocal warm-ups
· Activities: Tableau, Pantomime, Improv
	 Two Minutes Alone – due next class
Find an activity you do alone, and rehearse it, making sure you do not go over 2 minutes.  You will perform it for the class to be analyzed as performance.  It may or may not include dialogue.


	
	· Open Scenes
· Body/Vocal Warm-ups
· Open scene activities: discuss choices
· Perform open scenes
· Discuss & analyze
	Journal entry/Reflection – due next class
· Observe a “scene” in your everyday life.
· Identify the emotions of the dialogue and how that effects the body (position and gestures) and voice (pitch, volume, pace).
 -     Lastly, identify what the scene was about.

	2
	Two Minutes Alone
- Body/Vocal Warm-ups
- Turn in Journal entries
- Perform Two Minutes Alone
- Discuss & analyze

	 







	5
	Monologues Due
· Perform Monologues
· Discuss
	 


	6
	Movement & Impulse
· Body/Vocal Warm-ups
· Partner exercises

	Journal entry/Reflection – due next class
· Observe a “scene” in your everyday life.
· Identify the emotions of the dialogue and how that effects the body (position and gestures) and voice (pitch, volume, pace).
Lastly, identify what the scene was about.

	7
	Scene Work
· Body/Vocal Warm-ups
· Same scenes – different groups
	Select groups and scenes for final exam

	8
	Drama vs. Comedy
· Body/Vocal warm-ups
· Listen to excerpts of Gene Wilder’s 
· Kiss Me Like a Stranger
· Discussing comedy in realism
· Work on scenes

	 Compare/Contrast in 1-2 pages two movies labeled as “comedic.”
· What do you consider funny?  Why?
· Why do some jokes fall flat?
· Is one movie funnier? Why?
· How do dramatic scenes work into the comedy?


	9
	Work on Scenes
· Perform scenes
· Peer review and critiques
	Final scene performance due next class

	10
	Final Scenes Due
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