Intro to Performing Arts

Instructor: Sara Robertson				Chaminade University
Email: sara.robertson@adjunct.chaminade.edu       PAR 100:  Fri 5:30-9:40pm

CLASS PHILOSOPHY:
All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players.       – William Shakespeare

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Analyze works of art in terms of form, content, and style.
2. Interpret the works of major performance arts within a historical and social context.
3. Write clear, well-organized academic essays.
4. Become comfortable with performing studied techniques.
5. Develop a knowledge of and appreciation for varying plays, playwrights, and influential actors, performances, and their contributions to the art form.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS:
Respecting teacher and others by: 
1. Being prompt for class. 
2. Being dressed properly for class.
3. Listening and learning from corrections offered to other students. 
4. Being prepared when it is your turn. 
5. NO CELL PHONES.
Respect the facilities by: 
1. No chewing gum in the studio.
2. No food or drink, except for water. 
3. Depositing trash in baskets.

TEXT:
There is not a required text for this course.  I will post articles, scripts, lecture guides, etc. online via Chaminade’s eCollege site.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
15%	Quizzes
35%	Weekly assignments/Attendance/Participation
20%	Performance Analysis
30%	Final Exam






Quizzes: There will be four quizzes in this class, each consisting of four terms and one reading comprehension question relating to the material and plays covered in class.  

Weekly Assignments: Throughout the semester, these small assignments will be announced each week during class and turned in the following class period.  Tasks may include, but are not limited to: journaling, response papers, and/or performing a monologue or scene.  These are tied into your attendance and participation grades.

Performance Analysis Paper: This will count as your Mid-term assignment and grade.  You must see a live theatrical performance of your choice and write a thoughtful 6-7 page analysis.  Paper must follow guidelines of Dr. Greenwald’s Evaluating a Performance and be turned in by the last class.

Final Exam: There will only be one exam in this class, consisting of three sections: essay, short answer, and identification.  A study guide will be provided two class periods before exam, in addition to graded quizzes and assignments.


FINAL NOTES:
I reserve all rights to alter any assignments and/or grading methods at any time I feel it necessary.  

ADA Policy: If you feel you need reasonable accommodations due to the impact of a disability, please speak with me privately to discuss your specific needs, or contact Dr. June Yasuhara at the Chaminade Counseling Center at jyasuhar@chaminade.edu or (808) 735-4845.


















	
DAY
	
TOPIC
	
ASSIGNMENTS


	1
	Course Introduction
· Review syllabus and course outline
· Intro to World Drama & Theatre
· Body/Vocal warm-ups
· Acting game
	

	
	How to Read a Play
· Elements of a Western Play
· Aristotle’s The Poetics
	Read: Oedipus the King
Response: Type 1-2 pages outlining key “Elements of a Western Play” in Oedipus.  Give specific examples from the text to support each vocabulary word.


	2
	Elizabethan Drama
· Commedia dell’arte
· Shakespeare
· Stock characters, archetypes
	Read: Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Watch: Provided Commedia videos
Quiz: NEXT CLASS

	3
	Modern Theatre
- Realism and Naturalism
- Absurdism
- Expressionism & Epic Theatre
- Contemporary Theatre
	 Read: Krapp’s Last Tape
Watch: A Doll’s House
Quiz: NEXT CLASS

	4
	American Musical Theatre
· History
· Key Elements
· Notable names 
	 Watch: 2 movie musicals of your choice (NO animated Disney films.)
Response: Type 1-2 pages comparing and contrasting movie selections.  Did you prefer one over the other?  Why?  Did one use the music to help move the plot?  Did one seem more “natural” than the other?
Quiz: NEXT CLASS

	5
	Dance
· History
· Key Elements
· Notable names 
· Dance via the “youtube generation”
	Watch: provided videos
Read: provided articles

	6
	Asian Theatre
· Japanese
· Chinese
· Indian
· Indonesian
	Read: Autumn in the Palace of Han
Read: Kanjincho
Watch: Provided Indian dance videos
*Extra Credit: Make a puppet inspired by Japanese Bunraku or Balinese shadow theatre
Quiz: NEXT CLASS

	7
	Local Theatre in Hawai`i
· Characteristics
· Local Asian American plays
· Local Hawaiian plays
· “Mixed Plate"
	 Read: Folk’s You Meet at Longs
Listen: 2 Aloha Shorts broadcasts
Response: 1-2 page journal reaction
NEXT CLASS: BRING PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS


	8
	Paper proofreading
	

	9
	Exam Review

	Final exam next class
Performance Analysis Paper due

	10
	Final Exam
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