CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
[bookmark: _GoBack]RE308   CHRISTIAN ETHICS
Fall evening 2012, Schofield Campus
Instructor:  Kay Stone
Office:  Henry Hall 206Q
Email:  kstone@chaminade.edu

Catalog Description:  Examines the ethical implications of the Christian faith for the individual and community. Students will be engaged in a dialogue among Christian and non-Christian traditions of human dignity and social justice. Special emphasis will be placed on liberation from oppressive social structures, competing images of church and religion in society, and the assertion that humans are created in the image of God. 

Goals:  To study and discuss various ethical systems and ways of moral reasoning with an emphasis on the Christian perspective.  However, the beliefs and moral reasoning of other faith traditions will be acknowledged and briefly discussed.  Multiple moral and ethical topics and challenges will be studied and discussed.

Student Learning Outcomes Linked to Program Learning Outcomes (PLO):
The student will demonstrate an understanding of:
1.  The various components of moral decision making and how they are utilized by various faith traditions with an emphasis on Christianity. (PLO 3:  Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition)
2. Three fundamental ultimate questions of meaning in our lives:  Is there a God and if so what is God like?  What is the meaning of human life?  What happens after death?  (PLO 1:  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.)
3. The various moral issues presented in our textbook and possible ways of understanding and/or resolving them. (PLO 3)

Requirements:
1.  Presence and prepared participation in all scheduled classes.
2. Completion of all assignments as scheduled.

Textbook (required):  Moral Choices An Introduction to Ethics by Scott B. Rae 3rd edition

Grading:
Attendance in the 8 face to face class meetings, 25 points each class		200
Two homework assignments @25 points each					             50	
Mid Term Paper										250
Final Exam											250
Total points possible									750
90% and above=A
80-89%               B
70-79%               C
60-69%               D
October 1	Chapters 1 and 2 lecture in class.  Homework due Oct. 15 as written homework is questions 4 and 6 on page 21 and questions 8 and 10 on page 60.

October 8	Discover’s Day holiday so no class BUT read chapters 3 and 4 and answer questions 4, 6, 11, 17, 19, 21, 24 and 28 of chapter 3 and be prepared to discuss the three cases in chapter 4 in class, both assignments due  on October 15.

October 15 	Lecture on chapters 3 and 4, discussion on homework questions and chapter 4 cases.  For October 22 read chapters 5 and 6.  Be prepared to discuss the three cases in chapter 5 and three cases in chapter 6 in class October 22.

October 22 	Lecture on chapters 5 and 6, discuss case studies.  If there is time watch movie  Read chapter 7 for October 29 and be prepared to discuss questions on pages 205-208 as well as two case studies.

October 29 	Lecture on chapter 7, discuss questions and case studies at the end of the chapter.  For November 5 read chapter 8 and be prepared to discuss questions on pages 238-242 plus two case studies.

November 5	Five page paper due, topic is to choose one of the ethical situations we have discussed and write both your personal belief as well as at least a brief portion on the reasons others will believe otherwise.   Lecture on chapter 8, discussion on questions and case studies at end of chapter.  

November 12	Veteran’s Day holiday BUT read chapter 9 this week and answer questions 2, 8, 10, 12 to turn in and be prepared to discuss two case studies at the end of chapter 9 on November 19.

November 19   Lecture on Chapter 9, discussion on case studies.  Watch movie Dead Man Walking.  For November 26 read chapters 10 and 11 and be prepared to discuss case studies at the end of both chapters.

November 26   Lecture on Chapters 10 and 11, discussion on case studies at the end of the chapters.  For Dec. 3 read chapter 12 and be prepared to discuss case studies.

Dec. 3     Lecture on chapter 12 and discussion on case studies.  Take home final exam will be given out and is due via email no later than December 12.

