[bookmark: _GoBack]			MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY
Fall 2012

Course Syllabus 
			
Course 			HI-380    
Day/Time/Place    		TTH 8:30-9:50  H227
Instructor:                          	Dr. Lilia Castle
Office hours:                           TTH, 4-5, F 8-10, or, by an appointment
Phone:                                     739-4628
Email                                      lcastle@chaminade.edu


Course Description
[bookmark: about-course-journals]This course will introduce students to philosophy and theology of medieval Europe (IV-XV centuries). It will concentrates on major figures of Christian, Jewish, and Islamic traditions with the emphasis on philosophical achievements of the Christian Catholic Tradition, its integration of faith and reason, and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation. Philosophical approach to the religious questions on the nature of religion, the existence of God, the relation between God and the world, the problem of evil and free will, distinctive for medieval philosophy, continue to be essential in our own search for knowledge. Through this course students will develop their interest in Medieval Philosophy and Christian mysticism. A balance will be sought between scope and depth of studies; the latter ensured by a close reading of the excerpts from original texts. 

Course Learning Outcome 2: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the central role Christianity played in the formation of European philosophy. Students will demonstrate an understanding of Medieval Time as the first and greatest attempt to build all institutions of the society upon the basic commitments of the Christian faith.
( RPLO 1) 
Course Learning Outcome 3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major religious and philosophical concepts of Medieval thought, such as found in works of Boethius, St. John Damascene, Anselm, St. Thomas Aquinas, Peter Abelard, St. Augustine of Hippo, Maimonides, and others. (RPLO 3)
Course Learning Outcome 4: Students will demonstrate research skills and clear and orderly presentations of their results.


Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The Marianist Tradition is presented in this course through the interpretation of Medieval philosophy as built upon Christian Faith which has manifested itself in every aspect of Medieval thought.  

Course requirements:

· Reading: students are expected to read carefully all assigned materials and to be well prepared for the class discussions.

· Examinations: 2 exams will be administered during the term. The midterm will consist of multiple choice, ‘fill the blanks’ and ‘short answers’ questions; the final exam will be in the form of philosophical dialogue.

· Presentation: Students will have to do one presentation on the topic approved by instructor.

· Other class activities: Students will have to participate in class discussions.
· Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and irrelevant conversations during the lecture.



Students will write and submit a paper on the topic selected from the list given by instructor or on his own topic approved by instructor.

Grading: 	90-100      A                  Mid-term exam- 30%
                	80-89        B	    	   Final exam-        30%
70-79        C                   Presentation –    10%
60-69        D	               Discussions, short   	  	             
               Quizzes-            30%     
Course Text: 

Medieval Philosophy: From 500 to 1500 Ce; Brian Duignan; The Rosen Publishing Group,  2010

Course Schedule:

Week 1, Aug. 28-30    	
· Introduction to the requirements of the course. 
· Medieval time: different views on periodization.
· The Split of East and West. The fall of Roman Empire.
· The rise of Christianity. 

Class assignment: allegory ‘’ascneding the hill”

Week 2, Sept.4-6
	
· The Characteristic Features of Medieval Time.
· The Universe as an Image. 
· The Rediscovery of Man. 
· Christianity and Classical Culture. 
· The roots of MP. 
· St. Augustine: Confession
· The last Roman: Boethius,  The Consolation of Philosophy.

In Class Assignment: Discussion of Stoicism in Boethius' Consolation:
      
· Why, according to Philosophy, wealth/power/glory/pleasure is not needed for happiness?
· What is Philosophy's argument to prove that there is a substance which is the Good itself?
· Why does God's providence allow exile and death to be inflicted on the good?

Home Assignment:  Read MP pp. 8-23; and the excerpts from The Consolation of Philosophy; answer the questions from the syllabus.

Week 3, Sept. 11-13.

· Pseudo-Dionysius: “On the Divine Names”; The Mystical Philosophy”.
· In class: Documentary film on Christianity. Prepare 5 questions on the film you have seen in class.
· Discuss them in groups, and try to answer. Choose 5 best questions per group, type them at home, and e-mail to TA Baron and to Dr. Castle.
· Discussion on the film based on your and instructors’ questions.	
· Home Assignment:  Read: MP pp.27-31 

Week 4 , Sept.18-20	

· Peter Abelard: life and ideas. 
· In class: Historical Film: Stealing Heaven (1988) Abelard and Heloise, Yugoslavia, Director: Cliver Donner. 
· Discussion of the film. What is Abelard's account of moral merit? (Abelard's Ethics)
· Home Assignment:  Read: MP pp.53-59.
	
Week 5, Sept.25-27.

· St. Anselm of Canterbury
·  In class discussion: What are the premises of Anselm's explanation of why God became man? (find in Anselm's Why God became Man)
· Homework Assignment:  MP 45-51; handouts.
	 

Week 6,  Oct.2-4.

· Iconoclasm. St. John Damascene: The Defense of the Holy Icons.
· The meaning of holy images. Fr. Paul Florensky on the reversed perspective.
· Home Assignment: handouts
· In class: short quiz


Week 7, Oct.9-11.

·  Islamic and Jewish philosophy: Avicenna; Averroes; Maimonides. 
· In Class Discussion: What were the main ides of Muslim and Jewish philosophers?   How did they differ from Christian views? What did they have in common? 
· Homework Assignment: MP Ch.3.(pp.85-122) . Make an outline of the chapter; prepare for the discussion.	
		                				               
Week 8 , Oct.16-18 .

· Review for the midterm
· Homework Assignment: Prepare for the midterm. 
· Midterm- multiple choice; fill the blanks; short answers


Week 9 , Oct.23-25	

· What is Scholastic Philosophy?
· St. Bonaventure
· St. Thomas Aquinas
· In Class discussion: What are the thoughts of Thomas Aquinas on human knowledge and will? What is Thomas Aquinas's critique of Plato? 
· Homework Assignment: MP pp.139-144;  pp.151-164.   Outlines for the discussion.   
		
Week 10, Oct.30-Nov.1
	
· Roger Bacon
· William Occam
· Meister Elkhart
· Homework Assignment: MP pp. 145-151; 173-176; 185-190.

Week 11, Nov.6-8
· In Class Assignment:  debate: What are the arguments of Medieval Philosophers for the eternity of the world?
· Prepare for the class discussion .

Week 12,  Nov.13-15	

In Class : Students Presentations.
Homework Assignment: Prepare for your presentation on the selected topic.
	
Week 13,  Nov. 20   
In Class discussions, the meaning of:  
· Free Will 
· How to contact the gods?
· Forgiveness
· Repentance
· Review  of Final Dialogues                         


(Nov. 22, Thursday- Thanks’ Giving Day, no classes)
- 	
Week 14 , Nov. 27-29.  

· In Class: discussion: 
· Love: Divine and human
· Home Assignment: prepare for the discussion.

Week 15, Dec. 4-6. 

In class: discussion
· Knowledge: through reason or contemplation?
· The place of reason in the universe.
· Miracles
· Home Assignment: prepare for the discussion.

Final dialogue- Submit by Dec.7. 
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