CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY 

PSY 480:  The Psychology of Serial Killers 
Fall 2012
August 27 – December 13, 2012

Instructor:      Dale R. Fryxell, Ph.D.
Office:             BS115
Office Hours:   12:00 – 1:00 Tuesdays and by  Appointment 
Telephone:     342-8549
Email:             dfryxell@chaminade.edu
 
 
Text: 

 Dobbert, D. L. (2009).  Psychopathy, perversion, and lust homicide: Recognizing the mental disorders that power serial killers. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc  (ISBN  978-0-313-36621-5). 

 
Schechter, H. (2003).  The serial killer files: The who, what, where, how, and why of the world’s most terrifying murderers.  New York, NY: Random House (ISBN 0-345-46566-0).         
 
 
Course Overview 
This course we will explore the minds of serial killers and mass murderers with a focus on the factors that psychologists have identified which can create such a killer.  Additionally, the course will explore the contexts within which serial killers are created including many of the myths surrounding their complex psychological dynamics.  A variety of serial killers, from sexual predators to psychotic killers, from murder teams to odd eccentric stalkers will be explored.  Finally, the possible motives of the serial killer will be addressed including lust, control, glory, profit, thrill, delusions, rage, the desire for company, the need to please a partner, and even murder as an intellectual exercise. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Student performance, relative to the following specific course objectives, will be assessed.  You will be asked, at various points throughout the course to demonstrate through quizzes, papers, and activities, what you have learned in this course. 

 
Upon completion of this course students will: 
1. have an understanding of the complex psychological dynamics of the serial killer and mass murderer (approaching problems with sophistication); 
2. have and understanding of the possible biological, psychological, environmental, and social cultural factors affecting the development of serial killers and mass murderers (demonstrating effective writing, interpersonal and oral communication skills); 
3. be able to identify the different types of serial killers and mass murders (using and engaging in critical thinking); 
4. have an understanding of the cultural issues and variations related to serial killers and mass murderers (being able to consider and explain the role of cultural, racial, ethnic and economic factors, and of privilege and discrimination, in people’s behaviors); 
5. be able to locate and interpret current research related to serial killers and mass murderers (attunement to scientific evidence); 
6. have an understanding of the current issues related to serial killers and mass murders (identifying psychology’s major applications).
Course Requirements 
Course Requirements Grades for the course will be assigned based on the quality of student work as demonstrated by successful completion of the following requirements: 
A. Weekly Activities (15 @ 20 points)          = 300 points 
B. Final Exam (1 @ 100 points each)             = 100 points 
                                          TOTAL                       = 400 points
A. Weekly Activities (15 @ 20 points = 300 points)
 
Each Monday an activity will be posted on eCollege under the specific week.  The activity will be due by the following Sunday (midnight).  No late activities will be accepted or graded.


 
B.  Final Exam (1 @ 100 points each)
 
One exams will be taken during the semester.  The exam will cover material from the books and videos and other information made available during the semester.  The exam may include multiple choice, short answer and essay type questions.  
            
Grading 
 
Grades will be based on the quality of work and will be assigned based on a straight percentage using the following chart:
                        90%     -           100%               A
                        80%     -           89%                 B
                        70%     -           79%                 C
                        60%     -           69%                 D
                        59% or below                          F
  
  
 

                                                Weekly Topics 
 

*The videos listed below will be available for watching in the Library – check with the front desk in the Library for viewing details. 
Week 1: August 27  –  What It Means and Who They Are

Read Chapters 1 & 2 Schechter
Complete Activity 1


Week 2: September 3  – History of Serial Murder
Read Chapters 3 & 4 Schechter
Complete Activity 2

Week 3: September 10 – Sex and the Serial Killer and Why They Kill
Read Chapters 5 & 6 Schechter 
Complete Activity 3
            

Week 4:  September 17 – Evil in Action and How It Ends,
Read Chapters 7 & 8 Schechter
Focus on Richard Speck - watch the Library Video – Bio:  Richard Speck: Natural Born Killer or youtube video on Richard Speck (A & E Biography Richard Speck - 5 parts)
Complete Activity 4

Week 5:  September 24 – Serial Killer Culture and Definitions
Read Chapter 9 Schechter
Focus on David Berkowitz: Son of Sam - watch the Library Video – Bio: David Berkowitz Son of Sam or the A & E video Biography David Berkowitz/The Son of Sam which has 4 parts on youtube (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)

Complete Activity 5
 

Week 6:  October 1  – Lust Homicide, Psychopathy, and Sexual Paraphilias

Read Chapters 1 – 3 Dobbert
Focus on Albert Fish  - watch the Library Video- Investigative Reports Secret life of a serial  killer or the "The Real Life Hannibal Lecters" which has 6 parts on youtube (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him) 
Complete Activity 6
 
Week 7:  October 8 –  Mudgett, Kurten, and Gein

Read Chapters 4, 5 & 7 Dobbert
Focus on Ed Gein - watch the Library Video - Bio: Ed Gein or you should watch the A & E video Biography Ed Gein which has 5 parts on youtube (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 7
            
Week 8:  October 15 – Nelson, Lucas, and Chikatilo

Read Chapters 6, 8 & 9 Dobbert

Focus on Andrei Chikatilo  - watch the Library Video – Serial Killers:  The real life Hannibal Lecters or the A & E video Biography Andrei Chikatilo which has 5 parts on youtube (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 8
 
Week 9:  October 22 – Cole, Hansen, and Gacy 

Read Chapters 10, 11 & 13 Dobbert
Focus on John Wayne Gacy - watch the Library Video – Bio:  John Wayne Gacy or the youtube videos on John Wayne Gacy - from Crime Stories (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 9
 
Week 10:  October 29 – Brudos, Nilsen, and Bundy

Read Chapters 12, 14 & 15 Dobbert
Focus on Ted Bundy  - watch the Library Video – Biography:  Ted Bundy or  the youtube videos on Ted Bundy - True Crime Stories and/or Born to Kill (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 10 
 
Week 11: November 5 – Collins, Kemper, and the Hillside Stranglers

Read Chapters 16, 17 & 18 Dobbert
Focus on Gary Ridgway - Watch the Library Video – The Green River Killer or the youtube video Twisted: The Green River Killer (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 11
 
Week 12: November 12 – Long, Rogers, and Wuornos

Read Chapters 19, 20 & 21 Dobbert
Focus on Aileen Wuornos - watch the Library Video – Aileen: Life and Death of a Serial Killer or the youtube video Serial Killer:  Aileen Wournos (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on her)
Complete Activity 12
 
Week 13:  November 19 – Rifkin, Dahmer

Read Chapters 22 & 23 Dobbert
Focus on Jeffrey Dahmer  - watch the Library Video – A&E: Serial Killers – Disc 1) or you should watch the youtube videos on Jeffrey Dahmer - From A & E (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 13
 
Week 14:  November 26 – Ramirez

Read Chapter 24 Dobbert
Focus on Richard Ramirez (Video – Bio: The Night Stalker:  Richard Ramirez) or you should watch the youtube videos on Richard Ramirez - from A & E (you may also want to watch some of the other youtube videos on him)
Complete Activity 14
 
Week 15:  December 3 – Lessons for Future Prevention

Read Chapter 25 Dobbert
Complete Activity 15

 Schedule a time with Dr. Fryxell to take the final exam.
