English 102 (2): Expository Writing

Fall 2012 – M/W/F 10:30-11:20 – Henry Hall 210 

Instructor: Phillip Drake







Email: phillip.drake@adjunct.chaminade.edu




Office:
206 Henry Room C






Office hours: M/W/F 9:30 – 10:30 and by appointment

Course Description:

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing in various contexts both inside and outside the university. It is my belief that writing is a skill that is never perfected.  Regardless of experience and professional goals, all of us can improve our writing. Our tasks will include summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, drafting, revising, editing, and responding to papers in a variety of different genres. These genres include reflective, narrative, critical, and interpretive writing, as well as a research project. We will also have a modest reading schedule designed to illustrate different compositional structures and strategies.

Student Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies in writing and critical skills:
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4. To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5. To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free writing, and listing.

6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

7. To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.
8. To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

9. To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.
11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

Required Texts:

Booth et al. The Craft of Research (3rd Ed.). Course Reader—to be provided in either printed or pdf form.
Required Extras:
Access to a computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must by typed)

Course Requirements:

In order to succeed in this class, you will be expected to:

1. Complete and turn in all written assignments by the due date listed on the syllabus (unless otherwise instructed in class). Late papers will be docked half a letter grade per day, unless you get my approval for an extension BEFORE the paper is due (i.e., if you turn in a paper two days late, the grade can move down from an A to a C). Please see below for more details on the writing assignments that we will have through the semester. 

2. Be prepared to discuss course readings on days listed, Reading must be done BEFORE the day listed.  
3. Be prepared for all class sessions and meetings with instructor. Please see attendance policy for more details.
4. Peer Review/Draft Workshops. Writing is a collaborative process and your classmates are a valuable resource. You will be required to attend all peer review sessions prepared with a complete draft and ready to assist your peers with their papers. 
5. Respect your peers and instructor. In this class we will be talking about topics that may be controversial and personal in nature. As a member of this class, you will agree to be considerate and respectful of others, including their ideas and perspectives.
Major Assignments and Grading Rundown:

Essay #1 (3-5 pages)




15%

Essay #2 (3-5 pages)




15%

Research Essay #3 (10-12 pages)


25%

Final Test and Presentation



5%

Tool Box Presentation




10%

Written Response Assignments



10%

Attendance/Participation:



20%

Grading Scale

‘A’ 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

‘D’
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.
A passing grade for this course is a ‘C’

Attendance Policy: 

“Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any absence of two consecutive weeks or more must be reported to the Provost and the Records Office by the instructor” (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
In order for this class to be of benefit for you and your peers, you will be expected to show up to class on time and prepared. I will take attendance in the first few minutes of class, in some cases by sending around an attendance sheet, in others by checking the roster. If you arrive after attendance has been taken, you will be marked late and being tardy twice counts as an unexcused absence. 
Unexcused absences include routine doctor’s or dentist’s appointments, meetings that are related to other classes, a conflicting work schedule, traffic or parking problems, or oversleeping.

Excused Absences include illness verified by a doctor’s note or a documented family emergency. 

More than two unexcused absences will lower your course grade regardless of your grades for assignments. Six or more unexcused absences will result in the final grade being lowered by two at least and may result in an “F” for the course. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to notify me in order to be counted present. 

If an assignment is due on the day that you will be absent, make arrangements for a classmate to turn it in for you.  You are responsible for finding out about and obtaining any materials handed out in your absence.   
Plagiarism

“Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog and can be located on the intranet.  They include but are not limited to the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own” (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper. In order to prevent such scenarios, take the time to learn MLA guidelines for citations in your essay. If in doubt, contact me.
Cell Phones and Laptops: Please turn them off before you come to class.  Phone use in any capacity will not be tolerated.  

Grading Rubric

	Points
	Integration of Sources
	Clarity and Rhetoric
	Organizational Development 
	Grammar and Mechanics

	A
	Accurate assessment (summary and paraphrase) of source information.  The sources are introduced using a concise summary and the sources are integrated logically and effectively into the paper. The validity of the source information has been tested and documented in the paper.  
	The goal of the paper is clear.  The language and rhetorical  techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.   
	The paper displays a clear organizational structure which includes an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion, and the research clearly supports the thesis.
	The paper uses correct MLA documentation and contains few errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	B
	Same as above, however the summary introduction of the text is accurate but not as concise.
	Rhetorical techniques are applied correctly throughout the paper, but it may not be effective for the audience provided.
	The paper has a clear organizational structure, but further research may be needed for conclusive development.
	The paper may contain several errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	C
	The summary introduction or the paraphrase of the source may be less than accurate.  
	The rhetorical techniques may present less than a logical application.  Or additional techniques should have been used in the paper.
	The organizational structure is not always clear making it difficult to follow the writers points at all time, or further research is needed for sufficient support..
	The paper contains numerous errors in grammar and punctuation that does not hinder a general reading or   few minor documentation errors (1-3).

	D


	There is no summary introduction of the texts, and the text is not integrated into the paper.
	Same as above.
	The paper lacks a clear organizational structure (topic sentences and transitions)., or the research does not appear to support the thesis.
	The “works cited” page is not in MLA format.

	F
	It is unclear what additional texts are being used and for what purpose.
	It is unclear what techniques are being used
	The purpose of the paper/thesis is unclear and/or not support is given.
	No “works cited” page  was included in the paper.


Course Schedule

WEEK 1
Monday 8/27:  

In class:  Introductions/class overview and procedures

Wednesday 8/29:
In class:  Grammar presentation sign-up





Constructing rubric for collaborative grades





Rhetoric introduction and Tool Box Presentation (“Be” 

verbs)/Signup


Friday 8/31:

Reading: Plumwood
In class:  “Rhetorical Modes” and Roskelly


WEEK 2 
Monday 9/3:  

NO CLASS: Holiday
Wednesday 9/5:

Reading: “Description,” “Illustration” 

Response 1 (Narrative)
In class:  Tool Box Presentations 1 and 2


Introduction/Thesis/Title
Friday 9/7:

Reading: “Wi-Fi”

In class: Tool Box Presentations 3 and 4


Rhetorical triangle


WEEK 3 
Monday 9/10:  

Reading: “Argumentation and Persuasion”
Response 2 (Wi-Fi)



In class: Thesis statement

Wednesday 9/12:
In class:  Tool Box Presentations 5 and 6

Summary exercise
Friday 9/14:

Reading: Trask; “Definition”; “Compare and Contrast”

In class: Tool Box Presentations 7 and 8






Conclusions

WEEK 4
Monday 9/17:  

Reading: Faludi

Response 3 (Summary exercise on Trask)

In class: Paraphrase exercise
Wednesday 9/19:
In class:  Tool Box Presentations 9 and 10

Introductions revisited
Friday 9/21:

In class: Editing workshop

WEEK 5 
Monday 9/24:  

Essay #1 due




In class: Visual rhetoric
Wednesday 9/26:
In class:  Tool Box Presentations 11 and 12 (More visual rhet)

Friday 9/28:

Reading: “Process Analysis”
In Class: Tool Box Presentations 13 and 14





MLA Citations

WEEK 6
Monday 10/1:  

Reading: “Division”; “Causal Analysis”



Response 4 (Process Analysis w/ source)




In class: In-text citations

Wednesday 10/3:
Reading: Singer

In class:  Tool Box Presentations 15 and 16





Research and citations (continued)

Friday 10/5:

Reading: “Dry Humping”
In class: Tool Box Presentations 17 and 18






Arguing against

WEEK 7
Monday 10/8:  

NO CLASS

Wednesday 10/10:
In class:  Editing workshop #2
Friday 10/12:

Essay #2 due




In class: Rhetoric review, Situated Rhetoric, Humblebrag
WEEK 8
Monday 10/15:  
Reading: “AAPG”




Response 5 (AAPG)

In class: Primary sources, Research proposals
Wednesday 10/17:
In class: Abstracts/Summary
Friday 10/19:

In class: Literature review
WEEK 9
Monday 10/22:  
Reading: Haraway




Literature Review Due

In class: Paragraph review
Wednesday 10/24:
In class: Greatest Movie
Friday 10/26:

In class: Greatest Movie
WEEK 10
Monday 10/29:  
Reading: Bill James




Response 6 (Film Review)
Wednesday 10/31:
In class: Freewrite

Friday 11/2:

Reading: Annotated Bibliography

In class: Annotated bibliography lesson
WEEK 11
Monday 11/5:  

In class: Topic discussion




Annotated Bibliography Due (5 sources)
Wednesday 11/7:
Reading: Freakonomics Ch. 2



In class: Introductions

Friday 11/9:

In class: Abstract
WEEK 12
Monday 11/12:  
NO CLASS
Wednesday 11/14:
Conferences (bring abstract and introduction)
Friday 11/16:

Conferences (bring abstract and introduction)

WEEK 13
Monday 11/19:  
Reading: Cronon



Response 7 (Cronon)

Wednesday 11/21:
TBD
Friday 11/23:

NO CLASS

WEEK 14
Monday 11/26:  
In class: Editing Workshop
Wednesday 11/28:
In class: Student Presentation
Friday 11/30:

In class: Student Presentation

WEEK 15
Monday 12/3:  

In class: Student Presentation
Wednesday 12/5:
FINAL PAPER DUE
Friday 12/7:

In class: wrap up
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