Biology 496, Special Topics Seminar (The Tragedy of the Commons)

	Term:  Fall 2012
	Days:  Friday

	Room:  Henry Hall L2
	Time:  10:30 – 11:20 PM

	Credit:  1 semester hour
	Phone:  735-4808

	Instructor:  

Hank Trapido-Rosenthal
	E-mail: 

Henry.Trapido-Rosenthal@adjunct.chaminade.edu

	Office:  WSC 101
	Office Hours: TBD; or by appt


Required textbook:  The Unnantural History of the Sea by Callum Roberts (2007), plus supplemental materials provided by the instructor.

Course description: Garrett Hardin’s 1968 article The Tragedy of the Commons describes situation that arises when people, acting in their own self interest, contribute to the depletion of a resource that is held as common property. This article has become a classic of the ecological literature, and has led to a great deal of research on we can best manage the Earth’s resources. We will explore the literature that has developed in the wake of Hardin’s article, with an emphasis on the ways in which the ocean’s resources have been and are being exploited by human societies. 

Course objectives: The instructor will guide seminar participants to and through readings in the primary and review literature from fields of meteorology, oceanography, marine ecology, fisheries biology, and global climate change. By the end of the course, the students will be able to critically evaluate information presented in this literature, and will have used this ability to produce a research paper on one aspect or another of The Tragedy of the Commons.

Course requirements:  Grading will be based on a student’s participation during class (30%); quiz scores (40%), and on a research paper on a topic of mutual interest to the student and the instructor (30%). 

	Class Participation
	Show Up and Speak Up
	30%

	Quizzes
	Four - You’ll Need to Be There to Take Them
	40%

	Research Paper
	A Short  Research Paper on a Topic of Interest 
	30%


Final grade:  Your letter grade will be based on the following point distribution.

	Percent of total
	Letter grade

	90 – 100%
	A

	80 –   89%
	B

	70 –   79%
	C

	60 –   69%
	D

	       < 60%
	F




