RE 205: The Christian God and the Human Experience
Fall 2012
August 27, 2012- December 14, 2012

Instructor: 		Fr. John Thompson, S.M.
Classroom:  	Henry Hall, Room 223
Meeting Times:	Monday and Tuesday: 1:30-2:50pm
Office:		Brogan 126
Phone: 		440-4215
Email:		john.thompson@chaminade.edu
Office Hours:	M: 11-1pm, T: 11-1pm or by appointment on W or Th

Required Texts:

Mueller, J (Ed.). (2011) Theological foundations: Concepts and methods for 
     understanding Christian faith. Winona, MN: Anselm Academic.  

Young, P. (2007). The Shack.  LA, CA: Windblown Media.

Course Description:

Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society.  Central themes include: Trinity, Scripture, Tradition, Sacraments, Ecclesiology, Morality, Social Justice, Inter-religious and Ecumenical Dialogue, and Mission of the Church.  Although taught from a Catholic perspective, other faith traditions will be explored so that the student can engage in the dialogue between faith and culture.

Student Learning Outcomes and Program Learning Outcomes (PLO)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will demonstrate an understanding of the following:
PLO 1: 	Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
PLO 2:	Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions.
PLO 4:	The Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist philosophy of education (CMEs): Formation in Faith, Integral Quality Education, Family Spirit, Educate for Service, Justice and Peace, and Adaptation and Change
PLO 5:	The role of the Gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values.
PLO 6:	The uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Course Rules:

1. Students should be ready and prepared for each class.  Attendance is mandatory.  According to departmental policy, absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in lowering the final grade by one letter grade.  Absences of more than 20% will result in a withdrawal from the class.  Please do not be tardy for class.  We will begin on time and end on time, if you are more than 15 minutes late, you will be considered absent for that particular class. 
2. Cell phones should be on silent and no texting while class is in session.  If you choose to use a laptop to take notes, no surfing while in class!
3. Treat one another with respect and courtesy, even when disagreeing.
4. All completed work is due by the beginning of the class session.  Any work handed in after the assigned due date will be considered late and will receive a 5 point penalty for each day it is late.

Grading:

1. Participation			  75 points 
2. Quizzes (4)			100 points
3. Paper: The Shack		100 points
4. Journal Entries (15)		  75 points
5. In Class Midterm		100 points
6. Take Home Final		200 points
650 points 

All written work should be uploaded to eCollege by the due date


Participation: 5 points per week

Quizzes:  4 quizzes throughout the semester each worth 25 points focusing on objective questions, i.e., true/false, fill in the blank/matching, multiple choice

Paper: A 3-5 page reflection paper.  More details to follow.

Journal Entries: a 1 page response to a reflection question posed at the beginning of each week and due on most Friday’s as indicated in the syllabus.

Midterm Exam:  3-5 essay questions to be answered in class

Take Home Final: 3-5 essay questions to be completed at home with the support of class notes and text.






















Course Schedule

	Date of Class
	Topic
	Reading*/Assignment

	August 27

	Intro/Syllabus
	p. 17-30

	August 28

	Religion and Spirituality
	Journal 1 due by 8/31

	Sept 3
	No School
	None


	Sept 4
	Study of Theology
	p. 31-48
Journal 2 due by 9/7
Begin reading The Shack


	Sept 10
	Who is God?
	None


	Sept 11
	Sacred Scripture
	p. 55-70
Journal 3 due by 9/14


	Sept 17
	Old Testament
	p. 77-97


	Sept 18
	New Testament
	p. 105-126
Journal 4 due by 9/21


	Sept 24
	Who is Jesus?

	

	Sept 25
	Who is Jesus?
	Finish The Shack
Journal 5 due by 9/28
Shack response due by 10/1


	Oct 1
	Quiz 1
Discussion of The Shack

	p. 131-150

	Oct 2
	The Church
	Journal 6 due by10/5


	Oct 8
	No School
	None


	Oct 9
	The Church
	p. 187-211
Journal 7 due by 10/12

	Oct 15
	Sacraments

	

	Oct 16
	Sacraments
	Journal 8 due by 10/19


	Oct 22
	Quiz 2

	p. 219-240

	Oct 23
	Morality
	Journal 9 due by 10/26


	Oct 29
	Morality
	


	Oct 30
	Midterm Exam
	p. 247-268
Journal 10 due by 11/2

	
	
	

	Nov 5
	No Class/Social Justice
	


	Nov 6
	Social Justice
	p. 155-182
Journal 11 due by 11/9


	Nov 12
	No School

	

	Nov 13
	Christian Churches
	Journal 12 due by 11/16

	Nov 19
	Christian Churches
	p. 277-296


	Nov 20
	Quiz 3
Judaism

	p. 299-322

	Nov 26
	Judaism con’t/Islam

	

	Nov 27
	Islam
	p. 329-343
Journal 13 due by 11/30

	Dec 3
	Quiz 4
Catholic Worldview

	
Journal 14/15 due 12/7

	Dec 4
	Catholic Worldview
	Take Home Final Due 12/11 5pm 

	
	
	



