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Women in American History and Politics
Course Description:  This course is designed to explore women's experiences both as an integral part of American history and politics and as a distinct and exciting perspective on studying those fields. Using a variety of sources including books, letters, diaries, fiction, and film, this course will examine the public and private lives of American women of divergent class, racial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds from the colonial era to the present.
  It is not a course on feminism, but on American history as seen from the perspective of women.  Special emphasis will be placed on examining the evolution of gender ideals and women's roles in society.

This course will be taught in a seminar format.  While there will be lecture, class will consist heavily of student involvement through active discussion and weekly presentations. Students are therefore required to come to class prepared and ready to discuss assigned readings and topics for the week.

Course Goals/Objectives:  After completing this course, students should be able to: understand the value of studying history for personal, social, and intellectual uses; have a sturdy knowledge of United States history and its relevance to other topics and fields; recognize various perspectives and how gender, and various cultures, have influenced the development of the United States( analyze and think critically about readings and clearly express their views; describe the development of US political theory and institutions; .

Required Texts:   Riley, Glenda.  Inventing the American Woman, 4th ed., volumes 1 & 2. Harlan Davidson. 2007.

Course Requirements:


1. read and prepare to discuss assigned chapters from the course texts

2. attend each class session and participate in classroom discussion and in-class exercises


3. present short assessments on selected women from various eras


4. complete a final exam
Grading:







Final Course Grade:


Four presentations (10% each)


40%


90-100% = A


Final Exam




30%


80-89% = B


Attendance, participation; in-class exercises
30%


70-79% = C











60-69% = D











59% and below = F

Information about Course Requirements:

Reading: The course textbooks are not "optional;" reading it is a requirement. Students are expected to read the assigned chapters for each week before class to prepare for discussion.

Presentations: At the start of the semester, students will be given a list of significant women--some famous, some not-- from which they will choose four on whom to write a short portrayal of this person's significance. (Each 3-4 pages in length, double spaced; minimum of two secondary sources and one primary source). They will present their assessment to class on an assigned date. Biographies must not just summarize the woman's life, but, most importantly, assess the influence this person had on the events at the time, answering the questions: why was she significant?  How might we analyze history differently from her perspective?  What contributions did she make to the development of America? In what ways did she improve women's position in society? or hurt it? These questions are highly subjective, open to your own interpretation. 
Exam:  There will be one exam, during finals week, covering the entire semester. 
Attendance:  It is important to be present at each class session since a significant portion of your grade is based on participation and attendance.  Contributing to discussion and absorbing material in the classroom setting is an integral part of the university academic experience. It is difficult to receive completely the information covered in class if you are not here.  If you do miss a class and wish to know what was covered that day, I advise you to connect with a classmate and borrow his or her notes.  As a set policy, I do not forward outlines presented in class.

Periodically, short quizzes and/or exercises will be given on assigned readings. They are in-class and scores are factored in to your overall participation grade.  There are no make-ups for any missed in-class quiz. 


Missing an exam: For the final exam there are no make-ups whatsoever. If you miss the final, there are no make-up opportunities and your grade for the test is zero. 

Academic Policies:
Academic honesty:  You are responsible for upholding honest academic practices.  Academic dishonesty might include receiving help or assisting--i.e., cheating--on an exam; revealing exam contents to other students; "collusion," which is turning in another person's work as your own or working with others by dividing tasks and submitting the written work as your own; and plagiarism.  Any violation of academic honesty will be evaluated and penalty will be imposed accordingly.  Cheating on an exam will result in a zero.  All electronic gadgets must be put away during an exam.
Classroom manners:  As adults, students shouldn’t have to be reminded of this but the observance of basic classroom etiquette is expected.  Please be respectful of the learning environment and those around you. Eating, sleeping, chatting with your neighbor or surfing the ‘net or texting during class sessions are not acceptable activities.  Turn off cell phones. Laptops are to be used only for taking notes.  Please do not talk to others when the professor or another student has the floor as it is disrespectful and prevents others from hearing.  Unless you have notified me ahead of time, please refrain from packing up or leaving early or arriving late as such behaviors are both rude and extremely disruptive to the class. Accordingly, please visit the restroom before or after class, not during, unless an absolute emergency.

Office Hours:  10:00-11:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays, Henry Hall 208C.  

Email: Students may feel free to e-mail me anytime to discuss questions about the course, assignments, or readings.  I check my email twice daily, and students can expect a response from me usually within 12 hours.  If you are submitting time-sensitive information, especially something with a due date, and you do not receive acknowledgement, save your original email and re-send if necessary (by forwarding). Sometimes emails do get "lost" in cyberland so don't assume that I received it. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1:  August 28 & 30

Introduction; the New World Colonial America








Reading: chapter 1


Week 2:  September 4 & Sep 6

the New World Colonial America









Reading: chapter 1
Week 3:  September 11 & 13

The American Revolution & the early republic 


   




Reading: chapter 2

Week 4:  September 18 & 20

Industrial and Westward Expansion


 





Reading: chapter 3
Week 5:  September 25 & 27

antebellum, N, S, and W



   






Reading: chapter 4

Week 6:  October 2 & 4


The Civil War and Reconstruction

   


 

Reading: chapter 5
 Week 7:  October 9 & 11

The Gilded Age and Progressive era





Reading: chapter 6
Week 8:  October 16 & 18

WWI; The New Woman; Roaring twenties 







Reading: chapter 7 

Week 9: October 23 & 25

The Depression and WWII
   

    




Reading: chapter 8
Week 10:  October 30 & Nov 1

1950s 

             

Reading: chapter 9, to p 442 
Week 11:  November 6 & 8

1960s

     
Reading: chapter 9, p 443- ch10, p 470
Week 12:  November 13 & 15

1970s





Reading:  chapter 10
Week 13:  November 20

1980s 
    
     




Reading:  chapter 10 

    November 22


 No Class: Happy Thanksgiving 
Week 14:  November 27 & 29

1990s-2010 
     




Reading: chapter 10
Week 15:  December 4 & 6 

Wrap up     
Week 16:  December 12
      

FINAL EXAM 
     Wednesday 8:30-10:30am  





***Schedule subject to change***

