COURSE:  		AMERICAN POLITICS & GOVERNMENT (POL-211-01-1)
TIME: 		MWF, 1:30 – 2:20 P.M.
SEMESTER:		FALL, 2012, DAY
INSTRUCTOR:	MICHAEL E. WEAVER
CONTACT INFO:	michael.weaver@adjunct.chaminade.edu
			(808) 542-2084	

REQUIRED TEXT: David B. Magleby and Paul C. Light. Government by the 
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                   People, Brief Edition (New York: Pearson Longman).

Scope of Course
The goal of this course is to familiarize students with the structures, functions, and processes of American government.  We begin with the premise that, in an increasingly cynical world, politics & government matter. However, in order for this to become a reality, we need a government of the people, by the people, and for the people. And, in order for that to occur, each of us needs to become an effective and informed citizen. To achieve those goals, we will explore the philosophical and historical roots of American politics, the three branches of government, and various political institutions like the media and political parties. We will also consider the role and function of state and local governments in the American political system. 

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, you should be able to:
· have the skills, knowledge, and motivation necessary to be engaged citizens;
· explain how government and politics impacts your daily life;
· recognize and evaluate the basic debates and issues in American government and American political history;
· explain and critically assess the formal and informal political institutions, and their respective roles, in American politics;
· identify and describe the key functions of the three branches of government;
· assess the causes and consequences of different forms of political participation, and outline the ways in which individuals and groups can affect political outcomes in the United States; and 
· identify and explain the ways in which citizens can affect political processes in the United States.

Course Requirements
· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.
· Satisfactory completion of all assignments as given throughout the course, including readings from text and other handouts.
· Satisfactory completion of all exams





Grading
The final grade for this course will be a combination of the following:
· Mid Term Exam 		
· Final Exam	
· Term paper		
· Written Assignments 		 
· Attendance & Participation	


Calendar Reminders
· 9/3		Labor Day Holiday – no classes held
· 10/8		Discoverers’ Day Holiday – no classes held
· 10/15		Mid-Term Exam	
· 11/12		Veterans’ Day Holiday – no classes held
· 11/23		Thanksgiving Break – no classes held
· 12/7		Last Day of Regular Class; Term Paper Due
· 12/11		Final Exam: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., location TBA
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