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This course considers the rapid changes and new challenges facing humanity in the contemporary era. Using the “Rise and Fall of Great Powers” as its conceptual background, this course explores the emergence of a new world order, with special emphasis on the rise of China and other emerging market economies. It also analyzes the forces of accelerated globalization (i.e., the economic, cultural and political integration of global communities) as these affect global power relations, growing economic and social inequalities, as well as new social movements and key security issues. The final part of the course looks at the globe’s looming environmental and climate crisis. Prerequisite: Any 100 or 200 level history or political science course.

Course Learning Outcomes: Using the discipline frames of comparative politics and international relations, the student will:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of historical change, continuity and causality, with a focus on a comprehensive understanding of the contemporary world order (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2).

2. Analyze specific elements shaping the dynamics of politics and governance in the contemporary world system while working in teams to produce in-depth investigations and effective oral presentations (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2).

3. Demonstrate detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the developments and contemporary challenges facing the contemporary order with multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability (HI/POL PLO 3).
4. Demonstrate critical thinking competencies, especially by producing a comprehensive analysis and synthesis of an individually created position/argument that is backed by evidence and that takes into account the complexities of an issue. This will be assessed by research and writing of a 750 word essay in the style of an opinion-editorial (HI/POL PLO 4).
Teaching Format: This class is based on a combination of lectures, readings, audiovisual materials, class discussions and research, as well as group presentations by students. Pro-active student initiated analysis forms an important part of this course, since it allows students to gain important practical insights and enables them to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to understanding the challenges facing the contemporary world order. 
Required Texts:

1. Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World – The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order (New York: Penguin Press, 2009); ISBN 978-1594201851
2. Parag Khanna, The Second World – Empires and Influence in the New Global Order (New York: Random House, 2008); ISBN 978-0812979848
3. Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (New York: Penguin Press, 2005); ISBN 978-0143117001
4. Selected readings available on eCollege in soft copy (all marked with an *)
Student Evaluation:

The course will emphasize analytical thinking and include a variety of tasks to be completed. The course grade will be based on two tests, oral participation & attendance, one group project leading to a presentation, and one short analytical writing project in the style of an opinion editorial. The following describes each of these tasks:

1. Oral Participation and Attendance (20 points): Class participation is an essential part of taking advantage of the materials presented in this course. While difficult to measure, class participation will be understood to consist of three basic elements: first, class attendance (a prerequisite for actually participating in discussions); second, having completed the readings and listening carefully and attentively to your classmates and lectures; and third, participating actively in class discussions, presenting creative and thoughtful ideas, and leading discussions, especially when issues pertaining to personal interest or knowledge are involved. Please note that one (1) absence is allowed; additional absences will incur a three (3) point deduction from the oral participation and attendance grade. Virtually no participation will also be reflected in the final course grade.

2. Mid-term (20 points): This will be an in-class multiple-choice and fill-in the blanks test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships and case study materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations and lectures. Students can only miss this test for an emergency that will have to be proven by sufficient evidence. Make-up tests will NOT be entitled to bonus points and may be subject to a three point deduction for failure to take the test on the originally scheduled date and time.
3. Final (20 points): This will be a multiple-choice and fill-in the blanks test, assessing the understanding and knowledge students have acquired concerning key concepts, relationships and case study materials covered in the readings, audiovisual presentations and lectures.

4. Reading Review Presentation (20 points): Students will be required to make presentations (in groups of 2-3) on the readings required for this course (all weeks marked with “#” are possible choices). They will generate a power point presentation on these readings (generally 2-3 chapters or articles). These presentations will have to be posted on eCollege by student groups at least TWO days (48 hours) ahead of the actual presentation in class (i.e., by Monday afternoon before 2:30pm). Points are awarded for the quality and style of the actual reading review presentation in class. Presentations should last between 30 and 40 minutes and encompass three tasks: A.) a thorough review of the reading materials, including the main points and evidence provided in the readings; B.) a coherent critique of the main arguments made in the readings, including their possible biases and theoretical origins; and C.) an analysis of how the readings fit in with the arguments made by other readings and the overall topics of the course.
5. Comments (max. 3 bonus points): The reading review presentations will have to be posted on eCollege by student groups at least TWO days (48 hours) ahead of the actual presentation in class (i.e., by Monday afternoon before 2:30pm). Members of another group are then assigned to comment on the presentation with constructive criticisms and comments during class. The individuals of the group that comment on the reading review presentation will receive a maximum of 3 bonus points for generating good and useful comments during class. Comments can range from short remarks of about one minute to more extensive comments of about three minutes. 
6. Opinion Editorial (20 points): Each student will be asked to conduct research and write a 750 word essay in the style of an opinion-editorial. The paper should be single-spaced and in a normal size font (12-13 pt) with reasonable margins. The editorial should possess a clear argument, be backed by evidence and be structured logically. Students should draw on the materials presented and discussed in class, as well as published works and/or websites not discussed in class. The opinion editorial should also include one page of about 10-15 sources (in a widely accepted reference style) that were consulted for its writing (no footnotes or direct references are necessary). Plentiful examples and feedback will be provided on the suitability of a selected topic as the course proceeds. The 750 word opinion editorial will be due on the last day of class.
Guidelines for Communication

If you wish to contact instructor, please do so by using email. Please:

1. Always include a subject line. 
2. Be careful in wording your emails. Always be as precise as possible. 

3. Use standard fonts and formats. 

If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often). 

Plagiarism Policy (according to CUH catalog and student handbook)

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
1. 
Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source 
without proper acknowledgment of the author. Minor changes in wording or 
syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment 
of the source of a text is always mandatory.
2. 
Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. 
Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 
original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other 
assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

Students with Disabilities

It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations. Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services. Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Course Schedule (subject to revision):








1. August 29, 2012: Course Introduction 


Introductions and discussion of course objectives, outline and requirements
2. September 5, 2012: Guns, Germs and Steel

Viewing and discussion of the National Geographic Special: Guns, Germs, and Steel [DVD] by Jared M. Diamond (Warner Home Video: 2005); 

ISBN: 
0792292553
3. September 12, 2012: The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers

Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers, Introduction (pp. xv-xxv), The Rise of the Western World (pp. 3-30) & Epilogue (pp. 536-540)*

Start viewing of The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy [DVD] by William Cran (WGBH Boston Video: 2002); ISBN: 1578079373
4. September 19, 2012: The European Miracle#

Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, The Changing of the Guard (chpt 1; pp. 1-16)


Eric Jones, The European Miracle (Third Edition), Introduction to the Second Edition (pp. xvii-xxxix)*
Reading Review Presentation 1: TBA
5.  September 26, 2012: The Rise of the West and Japan#

Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, The Rise of the West (chapter 2; pp. 19-45) & Japan: Modern, But Hardly Western (chpt 3; pp. 46-69)
Reading Review Presentation 2: TBA
6. October 3, 2012: China’s International Reemergence#

Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, China as an Economic Superpower (chpt 6; pp. 149-193) & A Civilization-State (chpt 7; pp. 194-232)
Reading Review Presentation 3: TBA
7. October 10, 2012: Whither China’s Rise (I)#

Martin Jacques, When China Rules the World, When China Rules the World (chpt 11; pp. 363-413) 

John J. Mearsheimer, 2010. “The Gathering Storm: China’s Challenge to U.S. Power in Asia.” The Fourth Annual Michael Hintze Lecture in International Security, University of Sydney, August 4*
Reading Review Presentation 4: TBA
8. October 17, 2012: Review and Mid-Term
9. October 24, 2012: Whither China’s Rise (II)#


G. John Ikenberry, 2008. “The Rise of China and the Future of the West – Can the Liberal System Survive?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 87, Issue 1 (Jan/Feb), pp. 23-37.*


Arvind Subramanian, 2011. “The Inevitable Superpower,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, Issue 5 (Sept/Oct), pp. 66-78.*

Robert D. Kaplan, 2010. “The Geography of Chinese Power,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 89, Issue 3 (May/Jun), pp. 22-41.*

Reading Review Presentation 5: TBA
10. October 31, 2012: The Second World (I)#

Parag Khanna, The Second World, Introduction (pp. xiii-xxvii) and Part II: Affairs of the Heartland (pp. 65-116)
Reading Review Presentation 6: TBA
11. November 7, 2012: The Second World (II)#

Parag Khanna, The Second World, Part III: The End of the Monroe Doctrine (pp. 121-167) 

Parag Khanna, The Second World, Part V: Asia for Asians (pp. 257-271 & 300-320) and Conclusion (pp. 321-341)
Reading Review Presentation 7: TBA
12. November 14, 2012: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (I)#

Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, Prologue: A Tale of Two Farms (pp. 1-23) & Twilight at Easter (pp. 79-119)
Reading Review Presentation 8: TBA
13. November 21, 2012: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (II)#

Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, Opposite Paths to Success (pp. 277-308) & China: Lurching Giant (pp. 358-377)
Reading Review Presentation 9: TBA
14. November 28, 2012: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (III)#

Jared Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, Why do Some Societies Make Disastrous Decisions? (pp. 419-440) & The World as a Polder: What Does it All Mean to Us Today? (pp. 486-525)
Reading Review Presentation 10: TBA
15. December 5, 2012: Conclusion, Review and Final (Time TBA)
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12]
PAGE  
5

