
Courtroom Testimony

FS 480

Fall, 2012
Instructor: 
Hillary Moses





Time:  1130-1220
Contact:
hillary.moses@chaminade.edu 


Days:
M/W/F
Office:  
Henry #1





Room: Eiben 202
Office Hours:
M/W/F 0700-0830
This course is designed to provide you with the knowledge and practical experience necessary to successfully testify in a court of law as a forensic expert witness.

OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of the course you will be able to:

1. Understand your role as expert witness within the judiciary process

2. Become more comfortable speaking in public

3. Explain scientific concepts to the layperson

4. Create and present visual aids in a mock courtroom setting

5. Gain practical experience answering direct and cross examination questions in a mock courtroom setting

6. Understand the importance of professional ethics 

TEXT:


Feder, Harold and Houck, Max, Succeeding as an Expert Witness:  Fourth Edition, CRC Press, June, 2008.  [ISBN:  9781420051629]

This book is required for the course and reading it is your responsibility.  Reading assignments are to be completed prior to lectures. 

ASSIGNMENTS:

Assignments will be due one week from the date they are assigned.

ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will be reported to counseling and will result in possible removal from the course, as per the CUH Student Handbook.  Absences may be excused if documentation is provided, or if approved prior to the class period.  Repeated tardiness and/or absences will be reflected in the “participation” portion of your grade.

MUSIC DEVICES AND CELL PHONES:

Cell phones will either be off or on silent while in the classroom.  If I see your phone out during the lecture period, you will receive a zero for the participation portion of your grade.  If there is a legitimate reason for you to have your phone on, please see me prior to class.  Unless specifically permitted by your instructor, use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade, as it is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct.  Students unable to comply will be asked to leave class.
ADA ACCOMODATIONS:

Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from CUH Counseling Center (Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845) by the end of the third week of classes.  Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making necessary accommodations.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students and review procedures at www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php
COMPUTERS:
The use of computers in this class is encouraged, provided they are used for the class.  Doing other things on the computer such as other class work or surfing the Internet is not acceptable, and will consequently be reflected in the “participation” portion of your grade.  

GRADING:

You will be graded on your participation in five (5) oral presentations, as well as three (3) written assignments, a midterm [100 points], a final [110 points] and five (5) ten-point reading quizzes.  Participation will be worth twenty-five (25) points, and will be awarded at my discretion according to your adherence to the policies outlined in this syllabus, as well as class participation and attendance. 

Oral Presentations:

1. Ten-minute presentation on any topic  [20 points]

2. Ten-minute presentation – Explaining a scientific concept to the layperson  [30 points]

3. Mock courtroom testimony – Direct examination  [25 points]

4. Mock courtroom testimony – Cross examination  [25 points]

5. Mock courtroom testimony – Final (in professional dress)  [50 points]

Assignments:

1. Prepare curriculum vitae (CV) for use in court.  [20 points]

2. Prepare qualifying questions and answers.   [20 points]

3. Research a case of error due to forensic expert testimony (Innocence Project or fingerprint error case).  [25 points]

GRADING SCALE:

450 - 500
A

400 - 449
B

350 - 399
C

300 – 349
D

Below 350
F

SCHEDULE:

Aug 27:
Introduction to the class & syllabus

Aug 29:
What is an “expert”?

Aug 31:  
6th Amendment & Public Speaking/Courtroom Demeanor

 [Chapter 1 & pg. 58-59]
Sep 03:
NO CLASS – Labor Day

Sep 05:
10-minute presentation (any topic)
Sep 07:
 10-minute presentation (any topic)
Sep 10:
Introduction to the Judiciary system [Chapter 3]
Sep 12:
Explaining scientific concepts to the layperson [Chapter 2]
Sep 14:
Explaining scientific concepts to the layperson (articles)
Sep 17:
10-minute presentation (explaining scientific concepts)
Sep 19:
10-minute presentation (explaining scientific concepts)
Sep 21:
Evidence and discovery [Chapter 4, Appendix A]
Sep 24:  
Pre-trial conferences & CVs [Assignment #1]
Sep 26:
Depos/Interrogatories/Preliminary hearings/Grand Juries
Sep 28:
Preparation for trial [Chapter 5]
Oct 01:

Video:  “Order in the Court”
Oct 03:

Catch up & Review
Oct 05:

MIDTERM [Chapter 1-5, Terminology]
Oct 08:

NO CLASS – Discoverer’s Day

Oct 10:

Qualifying questions [Assignment #2]
Oct 12:

Direct examination [Chapter 6]
Oct 15:

Guest Lecturer – Prosecutor (?)
Oct 17:

 Visual aids [Chapter 7] / Direct Exam Demo
Oct 19:

Mock Courtroom Testimony (direct examination)
Oct 22:

Mock Courtroom Testimony (direct examination)
Oct 24:

Cross examination / Defense tactics [Chapter 8]
Oct 26:

Guest Lecturer – Defense Attorney (?)
Oct 29:

 Cross examination / Answering difficult questions
Oct 31:

Mock Courtroom Testimony (cross examination)
Nov 02:
Mock Courtroom Testimony (cross examination)


Nov 05:
Ethics [Chapter 9, “Junk Science” article]
Nov 07:
Court cases [Appendices D, E, F, G, & H]
Nov 09:
Court cases [Appendices D, E, F, G, & H]
Nov 12:
NO CLASS - Veteran’s Day
Nov 14:
Wrongful Conviction – “Forensic Fraud” [Assignment #3]
Nov 16:
 Guest Lecturer – The Innocence Project (?)
Nov 19:
The “CSI Effect” / Staying prepared
Nov 21:
Catch up & Review

Nov 23:
NO CLASS – Thanksgiving

Nov 26:
Mock Courtroom Testimony (final)
Nov 28:
Mock Courtroom Testimony (final)
Nov 30:
Mock Courtroom Testimony (final)
Dec 03:
Movie – expert testimony
Dec 05:
Movie – expert testimony
Dec 07:
Movie – expert testimony / Review for final
*Syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion
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