PAGE  
2

AR101

Introduction to the Visual Arts

Summer Evening, 2012

Instructor: Kelema Lee Moses

Email: kelema.moses@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Office Hours: by appointment

Course Description: This course crams the entire western artistic tradition into one summer session, and offers a few short summaries of “non-western” practices as well.  This intense, fast-paced, and condensed version of visual history is not meant to give you mastery over any area of art.  Rather, it will familiarize you somewhat with major objects and monuments. More importantly, it will introduce you to the visual arts as a discipline by teaching you about the kinds of questions that artists and art historians ask. In the end, the course should pique your curiosity about the study of art in general, and teach you ways in which you can learn more about it, if you so choose. 

Textbook: Patrick Frank, Prebles’ Artforms (10th edition) [978-0205797530]

Grade Breakdown

Attendance and Class Participation: 15% 
More than two unexcused absences will affect your grade. Participation is important. 

One Unit Exam: 25% 

The test will take place the week of August 5th. It will consist of:

 (1) A take-home portion (two image comparisons; each comparison is to be no longer than one double-spaced typed page) 

 (2) An in-class portion (One hour: ten slide identifications; ten multiple choice questions)
Paper: 25% 
The paper will be a 3-4 page visual analysis. No outside research is necessary. I will provide you a list of possible choices during the second week of classes. The paper is to be turned in the week of August 26th. 
Final Exam: 35%
The final will take place the week of September 2nd. There will be two slide comparisons, ten identifications, and 10 multiple choice.
Extra Credit: 10 bonus points added to any assignment of your choosing. The extra credit assignment must be turned in on/before the last day of the summer session. 
Pick One:

1) An art project (drawing, sculpture, painting, etc.). The project must be chosen in consultation with the instructor. 
2) Visit a local art museum (i.e. Bishop Museum, Honolulu Academy of Arts, Contemporary Museum, etc.) and write a review of an exhibit on display.


Will this be on the test?  For tests you will be responsible only for objects that appear in both the readings and lectures (i.e. if we discuss objects in lecture that are not in your book, you will not be tested on it specifically; however, you may want to use/refer to these objects on the written portion of your exam). You should skim all the material in the book, but only the objects that appear in both the lectures and the book will appear on tests. Some memorization will be required for tests—you will need to know, for example, the dates on which major monuments were made, the places in which they were made, the names of the artists who made them and other important facts.  You will also need to know important terms. You will be held responsible for information that is in lecture but not in the book. Regular attendance will help prepare you for the exams. 

Studying for Tests:  There are a few things that you might do to make your success in this class more likely: 1) Start making note cards.  Draw a picture (or affix a Xerox copy of a painting/sculpture/building) on one side of the card and on the other side write everything you know about that object. Carry the cards around with you and test yourself with the cards frequently.  Don’t wait until the day before a test to start memorizing--it will make you miserable; 2) Start a study group; 3) Come to class. The discussion aspects of the class, in which we will compare and contrast objects, will help you a great deal with the conceptual aspects of the course.  

Lecture Schedule:
Week 1: Introduction to Course, What is Art (History)?

   Read (Skim): Frank, pg. 1-186
  
Week 2: Paleolithic, Neolithic, and Ancient Near Eastern Art


   Ancient Greece      

   Etruscans 

   Ancient Rome  

   Read: Frank, pg. 214-236
Week 3: Early Christian and Byzantine Art



   Art in the early Buddhist World   

   Art in the early Islamic World

   Africa, Oceania, and the Americas


   Early Middle Ages and the Romanesque  


   Gothic Art


   Read: Frank, pg. 236-247, 271-323

Week 4: Northern Renaissance 

   Italian Renaissance


   Mannerism


   Northern and Southern Baroque

   Read: Frank, pg. 248-270
Week 5: In-class Exam (Will hand out take-home portion; due next class period)

   Rococo and Neoclassicism 



   Romanticism and Realism


   Photography


   Read: Frank, pg. 324-339
Week 6: Impressionism and Post-Impressionism 


   Read: Frank, pg. 339-353

Week 7: Early 20th-century Avant Garde: Dada, Surrealism, Fauvism, Cubism, Futurism, 
   Constructivism, De Stijl, etc. etc.


   Read: Frank, pg. 354-394

Week 8:  Paper Due in Class

    Contemporary Art: Abstract Expressionism, Pop, Minimalism, Conceptual Art, 

    Performance, Land Art, Feminist Art 

    Read: Frank, 395-451

Week 9: Final Exam (Last day to turn in extra credit assignment) 
*Syllabus Subject to Change*
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