RE 315 New Testament Times 

Summer Online Term: July 2 – September 12, 2012


COURSE SYLLABUS

TIME:


Online: You may access anytime that is convenient for you but

                                                  must meet the deadline.

INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Van Deren
PHONE:

808-277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.vanderen@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – The New Testament, A Student’s Introduction 7th Edition by Stephen L. Harris. (ISBN: 978-0-07-353582-1).

Course Description

Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the letters of Paul.  They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection on the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their presence and application within the continuing Christian tradition.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
 
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
            PLO1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the                                 broader Christian and human traditions;
            PLO2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
            PLO4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education                            for service, social justice and peace;
            PLO5.  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
            PLO6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for
                        various religious traditions.
Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the New Testament; 

2. social and historical context of the First Century period; 

3. impact of the New Testament writings on the First Century Christian; 

4. interpretation of Scripture for continuing Christian faith; 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify various genres within the New Testament; 

2. compare and contrast similar texts to determine authors’ concerns; 

3. explain the purpose and meaning of the texts for First Century Christians; 

4. analyze and interpret periocope to determine its meaning for Christian believers in both the First Century and today. 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
         knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research
         ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
         understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions (10 points each week)
90 points

· Final Exam 






50 points 

· Essays 







20 points 

· Article research and reaction




40 points

Grade scale

A = 180-200 points

B = 160-179 points

C = 140-159 points

D = 120-139 points

F < 119 points

Online Participation
    Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.
    Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:
            1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;      
2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
                        4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.

    Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
                        1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited                              references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other                               credible resources. 
                        2.  utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
3.  using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing                                                 new insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the        understanding of the subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  
 
In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board system, the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.
 
Reading Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.
Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

 
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Thursday
	Students post own responses to the discussion. 

	Friday and Saturday 
	Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Specified date (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified by date on syllabus. 

	Saturday 
	Instructor’s response/comments to everyone’s discussions


Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays as an attachment to instructor using Web CT’s mail system. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

 

Article Research and Reaction

Students are to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right. This article essay is due the Friday of the 8th week, Aug. 24. You will post a brief summary as part of your discussion for week nine on Aug. 27th.

Policies

Deadlines:  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Late or make-up assignments will not be accepted by the instructor, except under extraordinary documented circumstances, such as military deployment or serious illness.   
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval. 
Requests for special accommodations require confirmation from the University Counseling Office:  ADA Accommodations (808) 735-4845
Withdrawals:  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  The student must obtain written permission from the Instructor to re-enroll in a class from which a student has been withdrawn.   Only when a student presents written evidence (such as a military order, physician's statement or other reasonable justification), will a request for post-deadline withdrawal be approved.  Withdrawal forms may be obtained from the Accelerated Programs office or a Chaminade Program Coordinator at various military bases. 
Incomplete Grades:  Incomplete grades will not be issued except in extraordinary circumstances, i.e., military deployment, medical or other emergency.  In no case will an Incomplete grade be assigned unless the majority of work has been completed to the satisfaction of the Instructor.  Should an extraordinary circumstance arise which will or may prevent the completion of required course work, contact the instructor immediately. 

Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
            1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory.
            2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
            3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.
 
This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.
 
This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 
	


 
Online Etiquette:

As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.
Three Rs of Online Etiquette 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 
Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable. 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages 

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings, 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

	Week one: July 2-8
Reading assignment: 

 Harris, PART ONE – Chapters 1-2

COURSE SCHEDULE: (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)


	No written assignment except for discussion board questions.

Viewing:

Blessed William Chaminade
For a history on Blessed Chaminade:
http://campus.udayton.edu/mary//chaminadeart.htm


	Week two: July 9-15
Reading assignment: 

Harris, PART TWO – Chapters 3-5


	No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 1-2.

Jesus in Early Christian Art

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtmjwXf28Zs
Comment on the style of depicting Christ and compare and contrast it to modern images of Jesus


	Week three: July 16-22
Reading Assignment
 Harris, PART THREE, Chapters 6-9

 

 


	Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke
No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 3-5




	Week Four: July 23-29
Reading Assignment
 

Harris, Chapters 10-12

 
	No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 6-9
Essay Assignment is due by Aug. 5. Use drop box for essay.  

 

Select one of the Letters of John. What is its overall theme? What in the letter supports your thesis of its theme?



	Week Five: July 30-Aug. 5
Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapters 13

 


	No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 10-12
Essay Assignment is due by Aug. 12.  Use drop box for essay.

Read the Letter of Paul to Philemon or one chapter from the Letter to the Romans.

What is the main theme of this letter or chapter? What words or phrases indicate this theme? What relevance does this theme have for contemporary Christians?



	Week Six: Aug. 6-12
Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapter 14-16

 
	No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 13
 Discussion board postings



	Week Seven: Aug. 13-19
Work on article research.


	Article Research

Article Research and Reaction is due 8/24. Use drop box for article.
 Students are to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire 
last name on the right.

	Week Eight: Aug. 20-26
Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapter 17-19


	No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 14-16



	Week Nine: Aug. 27-Sept. 2
Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapters 20 and 21


	No written assignment except for discussion board questions Ch. 17-19 and sharing of article research


	Week Ten: Sept. 3-9
Final Exam


	Final Readings & Thoughts



