[image: Description: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:e2ZMwT305OTvtM:http://z.about.com/d/christianity/1/0/S/2/Christian_Light.png]         RE 20590 THE CHRISTIAN GOD AND HUMAN EXPERIENCE (3)
Summer I Online Term:  May 21 – June 29, 2012
COURSE SYLLABUS

“It is better to illuminate than merely to shine,
to deliver to others contemplated truths than merely to contemplate.”
-St. Thomas Aquinas

Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.
Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu 
Phone:  (808) 676-1452
Course Hours:  Online				Office Hours:  Scheduled by request
eCollege Website:  www.chaminade.ecollege.com
eCollege Help:  For help with technical questions contact helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com
eCollege Account Support:  contact jnakason@chaminade.edu.
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Catalog Description:  Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society. Central themes include: revelation and faith/ grace and Jesus / religion and salvation / scripture and tradition / church and mission / ethics and ecumenical dialogue.  Contemporary debates on fundamental concepts in theology will be offered in a spirit that is catholic, Christian and ecumenical.

Course Description:   Working within the structure of the Catalog Description, this course will look at questions of ultimate meaning in life and how Christianity answers those questions.  We will explore the fundamental elements of human religious experience as evidenced and amplified in both Judaism and Christianity.  Foundational concepts relevant to living faith will be studied with reference to both the individual and the community.  This course seeks to present the rationale and logic, the viability and possibility for embracing a faith that lives through understanding, articulation and practice.  It is designed to help students appreciate the fuller dimensions of mature faith in terms of both its constitutive parts and extended possibilities.

Prerequisites:  There are no prerequisites for this course.

Required Text:  Theological Foundations (Concepts & Methods for Understanding Christian Faith) by J.J. Mueller, et al., St. Mary’s Press, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-88489-920-4

Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings:  *See those posted on the Discussion Board.

Library:  Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

Methodology:  Instruction is through online discussions and other material as posted on eCollege. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 

Students will be expected to participate in the online discussions and to share insights and questions with one another. Because the class requires personal interaction, students are expected to respect one another’s opinions and ideas. 
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Student Learning Outcomes

General Education Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.
2. Demonstrate a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
1.	Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader 	Christian and human traditions;
2.	Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.	the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 	for 	service, social justice and peace; and
5.	the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values.

Course Learning Outcomes
Students will also be able to:
1. develop the ability to think critically on humanity’s “ultimate questions” in the context of Christian origins, Christian traditions and modern life. (GELO 1, PLO 1)
2. understand how Christian faith interfaces with emergent issues both in our origins and in modern life, being able to assess and articulate the critical dimensions of faith and religion in the midst of global realities. (GELO 2, PLO 1, 4, 5)
3. articulate in an understandable way how Christian faith is the foundational key to interpreting humankind’s surest life path and ultimate destiny. (GELO 2, PLO 4)
4. advocate religious values and practices that foster personal growth and contribute to the formation of globally aware and ethically engaged citizens reflective of the Marianist tradition. (PLO 2, 4, 5) 

Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

An Education in the Marianist Tradition is Marked by Five Characteristics:
1. Education for Formation in Faith
2. Integral, Quality Education
3. Education and Family Spirit
4. Education for Service, Peace, and Justice
5. Education for Adaptation and Change
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Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  

Homework:  This course is organized into 6 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 4 hours per week online exploring and examining internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 

Discussion Forums - 3 Responses/Week:  A substantial portion of the final grade is based on online participation in the Discussion Forum.  Discussion forum posts must be completed by the dates outlined below.  Points will be deducted for late posts.

Overview of Course Week:  Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, announcements and supplementary resources for the upcoming week are posted in the “Course Home” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   

	Sunday 
	Weekly course content posted and criteria

	by Wednesday (midnight)
	First post due.  Students compose and post own in-depth response to the discussion. 

	by Friday (midnight)
	Second post due.  Students build on class discussion by responding with an affirmation, agreement, request for clarification, or explanation of personal disagreement at least one classmate’s post.

	by Saturday (midnight)
	Third post due.  Students responding to the questions, comments or observations other students have posted in response to your contribution to the discussion.

	by Saturday (midnight)
	Quizzes to be completed.  All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Monday (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (paper, projects) are scored and returned.



In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday; Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday (for discussion forum/ quizzes, etc.)  

Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
1. supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited references or quotes; cited internet research information or other credible resources. 
2. utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
3. using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  
Quizzes:  There are three reading review quizzes.
Deadlines:  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the Course Schedule. Late or make-up assignments will not be accepted by the instructor, except under extraordinary documented circumstances, such as military deployment or serious illness.   

Research Paper:  There is one (1) research paper required in the course. The research paper is intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Paper is to be 4-5 pages in length, double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type.  An additional page of at least five (5) references is to be included, of which at least two (2) must be library resourced. The assignment is to be submitted in the eCollege Dropbox.  Guidelines:  
1. Imagine yourself in another country caught in the middle of a morally oppressive situation that is waiting for your Christian faith response.     
2. Identify the social justice issue, the conflict
3. Do some background research to explore the issue’s historical roots and the impact it has on society and world affairs 
4. How would you apply Catholic Social Teaching, the role of faith, to your work in addressing the situation?  (See textbook Unit III and V; eCollege webliography for supplementary resources)
If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.
Midterm Newsletter Project:  The midterm consists of your putting together a Newsletter of four pages minimum (2 pages back/front) on the themes that follow below.
1. Title your newsletter.
2. From your readings, personal reflections, and research, touch on the 4 topical themes given below in a column or so.
3. Integrate in your writings your experience with the Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity Themes, as you see them expressed in the activities and works at Chaminade.
4. Use pictures and graphics to enhance the presentation of your newsletter.
5. The newsletter must outline the major points of the topics, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered.  Suggestion:  historical foundation to contemporary application.
6. The grade for the newsletter is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness.
7. Post your Midterm project.
8. For each of the topical themes are suggested starter questions.  You may take your own approach.  The themes are:
a) Revelation & Faith:  Reflect on the ways the God of the chosen people is described by Old Testament writers.  How is this God similar to or different from the God of your experience or knowledge?
b) Grace & Jesus:  How do you understand grace?  How do you see God’s grace working in your life?  
c) Religion & Salvation:  Mark writes that Jesus proclaimed “the good news of God.”  Discuss what the “Good News” might have meant for those hearing it at the time of the early church.  What does the Good News mean for you today?
d) Scripture & Tradition:  The New Testament writers were writing for believers and not simply to offer historical facts.  How do you experience the Kingdom in your life?  Create your own parable to convey your experience of the Kingdom. 
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. The Final Examination requires in-person attendance on the date/time listed in the Course Schedule.  No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination.
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Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria of participation, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.

Learning Outcome Assessment
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

Grade Calculation
	Item
	Quantity
	Points Available
	% of Grade

	Online Participation / Discussion Forums

	6 forums
	300
	40%

	Quizzes
	3
	300
	20%

	Midterm
	1
	150
	15%

	Research Paper
	1 
	150
	15%

	Final Exam
	1
	100
	10%

	
	Total:
	1000
	100%



Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 90-100%; B: 80-89%; C: 70-79%; D: 60-69%; F: 0-60%

A =  Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
B =  Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
C =  Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.
D =  Inferior work/the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. 
F =  Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F."  Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments

	Week 1
May 21-26

	*Introduction 
*Catholic Theology in a Global Context
	 Welcome to RE 205! 
Readings:
Mueller, S.J. p. 375-392
Supplementary Resources (as found on Discussion board)
Assignment:
1)  Write an Introduction to yourself.  Post under “Introductions” by May 24th
2)  Discussion 1: Post your individual response by May 26th, to the following:
a. Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
b. My Worldview:  Identify a world issue that you are most concerned with. In a few sentences, discuss how you think the study of/engaging in “God-talk” (theology) can help to address the issue. 

	Week 2
May 27-June 2


	*The Sacred Scriptures & Christian Theology
	Readings:
Mueller, S.J. p. 33-56; 63-90   
Supplementary Resources
Assignment:
1)  DF (Discussion Forum):  Choose one question from each set to answer on the Discussion Forum:
a.  p. 56,  #2,3,5
b.  p. 90-91, #2, 3, 5
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  Quiz #1:  Vocabulary    

	Week 3
June 3-9


	*Christology & Ecclesiology:  Following Christ in a Community of the Holy Spirit
	Readings:
Mueller, S.J. p. 103-132; 141-168; 177-209
Supplementary Resources
Assignment:
1)  DF:  Student Activity 1 (p. 166-167):Theological Reflection of Acts 2:1-47.  Follow the instructions and post your 1-2 paragraph reflection.  
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  Quiz #2:  Sacraments

	Week 4
June 10-16



	*Midterm:
*The Church’s Mission in the World
	Readings:
Mueller, S.J. p. 219-247; 263-288
Assignment:
1)  Midterm project due June 14th
2)  Look at each other’s midterms, and post your responses to a minimum of 3 projects. 

	Week 5
June 17-23


	*The Abrahamic Faiths:  Catholicism and Relationships with Judaism, Islam 


	Readings:
Mueller, S.J. p. 301-327; 334-365
Supplementary Resouces
Assignment:
1)  DF: 
a.  p. 327, #5
b.  p. 363-364, #3, 5
2)  Share any other short response, commentary or questions to the readings and video clips
3)  Quiz #3:  Abrahamic Faiths  

	Week 6
June 24-29

	*Final Exam

	Assignment:
1)  Research Paper due by June 27t
2)  Final Exam


*Syllabus subject to change.
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Americans With Disabilities Act:  Before the second week of class, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Academic Integrity
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:
	1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 	    	     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 	                                         	     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 	  	     text is always mandatory.
	2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.
	3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 	   	     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 	  	     that has been prepared by another individual.

This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 
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