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Course Description

Foundational to the course will be a grounding in the theology expressed in Vatican II's, Sacrosanctum Concilium: The Constitution on Sacred Liturgy. An understanding of liturgy as an expression, in word, action and symbol, of the faith of the Church will be stressed. Students will study liturgy's development from early Christianity to its present celebrations, as seminal for praxis in Christian life. By careful and profound theological and liturgical preparation, this course is designed to enable the deacon “to participate worthily and lead in the faithful celebration of the sacraments and sacramentals of the Catholic tradition.”
Student Learning Outcomes 
1. The historical development of the liturgy from early Christianity to present day as it is rooted in Judaic prayer, then emerging as a ritual that sustains and celebrates the major themes of Christian belief.

2. The theological foundations expressed within the liturgy;
3. The celebration of the liturgy as a communal act of the Church that relates to individual prayer; 

4. The role of the deacon in liturgy as participant and in function. 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. Describe the major development of liturgy from early Christianity to present day;

2. Identify key theological themes evident and expressed in Liturgy; 

3. Explain the correlation between communal prayer and personal prayer; 

4. Define and illustrate the role of the deacon as servant of the Word and Table.
Program Learning Outcomes:

The student will demonstrate advanced understanding of PLOs, 1, 2, 3 and 4 as they apply to the study of liturgy: 

1. an understanding of Catholic theology, its contemporary expression with a Vatican II framework, its historical development, and its context within the broader Christian tradition. 

2. an ability to apply theological reflection to issues, needs and concerns of various pastoral contexts within and for communities of Hawai'i, Asia and the Pacific. 

3. an ability to compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community. 

4. an understanding of the western philosophical themes and movements and how they impacted theological thinking in the Christian community. 

Requirements for all levels
1. Attendance and participation at monthly session.

2. Reading of texts as assigned in a timely manner

3. Participation in threaded discussions as assigned. Participation will be determined by depth as well as consistency of posting.

4. One brief essay as assigned that should be no less than one and no more than two pages, double spaced.

Additional requirements for Undergraduate Level:

· One additional reading assignment per unit with a reflective paper that consists of what was learned through this reading and how the content is similar to or supplements the other assigned readings in areas of theme, ideas or concepts. You should provide examples and include citations. The paper should be 2-3 pages, double-spaced. Due dates: May 1, May 30 and June 18.
Additional requirements for Graduate Level: 

· Two additional reading assignments per unit with a reflective paper for each one that consists of what was learned and how the content is similar to or supplements the other assigned readings in areas of theme, ideas or concepts. You should provide examples and include citations. Each paper should be 2-3 pages, double-spaced. Due dates: May 1, May 30 and June 18.
Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions – quality as well as quantity
· Essay assignments – demonstration of knowledge and application
· Graduate and undergraduate – will be assessed based on thoroughness of response, essay development and grammar
Online discussions as assigned 

You are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of three times per discussion week. You will be assigned to a specific discussion group per unit. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question; 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by another person within immediate discussion group with reason you react as you do; 
3. Reaction posting (as #2 above) to a posting by one other person NOT in your discussion group that week.
Note: For shorter weeks, because of class on the weekend, you need to post the first two.
Course Schedule – subject to revision
Unit one: Liturgy as Anamnesis: April 14 and 15
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	April 16-22 
Essay assignment (see below)
	Constitution on Sacred Liturgy: Introduction and Chapter I, II
General Instruction Roman Missal: Preamble 
How We Worship: Introduction and Chapter one

Wellspring of Worship: Chapter one

	April 23-29
Discussion board
	How We Worship: Chapter two

Wellspring of Worship: Chapter two

	April 29-May 4
Discussion board – two posts for this week
	How We Worship: Chapter three

Wellspring of Worship: Chapter three


Unit one Essay Assignment - Select one of the following: (due on doc sharing and dropbox by April 21)
1. If Liturgy is the “font” of life-giving water, how might the assembly be a sign that waters your life?

2. What role do you think the deacon has in helping the assembly to come to the “font” of life in the Mass? How might the deacon fulfill that role?
3. When and how have you experienced liturgy as a “font” or river of life for you as a member of the assembly?
Unit two: Liturgy as Mystagogy: May 6 and 7
Prior to weekend class, please read the following for discussion.

Constitution on Sacred Liturgy: VI and VII

How We Worship: Chapter 4

Wellspring of Worship: Chapters 11 and 14
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	May 7-13
Essay assignment
	General Instruction Roman Missal Chapter II Sections I, II and Chapter IV section1.B, sec. IV, and Chapter V
How We Worship: Chapter 5
Wellspring of Worship: Chapter 4

	May 14-20
Discussion board
	How We Worship: Chapter 8
Wellspring of Worship: Chapter 8 and 12

	May 21-27
Discussion board
	How We Worship: Chapter 9
Wellspring of Worship: Chapter 9

	May 28- June 3
Discussion board
	How We Worship: Chapter 10
Wellspring of Worship: Chapter 10

	June 4 – 8
Discussion board – two posts for this week
	How We Worship: Chapter 11
Wellspring of Worship: Chapter 5 


Unit two Essay Assignment - Select one of the following: (due on doc sharing and dropbox by May 12)
1. Select a hymn or song that has been used in one of your parish liturgies. How do the words of that song “reveal” the Ascension of Christ who continues to appear and come? In what way or ways?

2. How would you explain the ministerial function of music in liturgy?
3. How might you explain the purpose of or encourage silence in your assembly as a means by which to hear more deeply the revelation of God just spoken in the readings?
Unit three: Liturgy as Eschaton: June 9 and 10
Prior to weekend class, please read the following for discussion.

Constitution on Sacred Liturgy: III
Wellspring of Worship: Part III – Introduction and Chapter 15
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	June 11-17
Essay assignment
	Constitution on Sacred Liturgy: Chapter IV
How We Worship: 12 and conclusion
Wellspring of Worship:  6 and 13

	June 18-23

Discussion board
	Constitution on Sacred Liturgy: Chapter V

Wellspring of Worship:  Chapters 7 and 16

	June 24-30
Discussion board – two posts for this week
	Wellspring of Worship:  Chapters 17, 18, 19 and 20 to end of text


Unit three Essay Assignment - Select one of the following: (due on doc sharing and dropbox by June 16)

1. In what way or ways does the Liturgy of the Hours correlate with weekly Divine Liturgy (Mass) in sanctifying time?

2. How might you participate with the Holy Spirit as Mary does in helping others to live already in the “Last Times?”

3. What does the liturgical year mean to you in the anticipation of the coming of Jesus? 
