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[image: image1.wmf]COURSE TEXTBOOKS: 
On Prayer and Contemplation: Classic and Contemporary Texts. Edited by Matthew Levering.

Students should have access to a Bible, using any of the following versions: New American Bible, New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible, New International Version with Apocrypha. Links to a Bible may be found on http://www.usccb.org Click on tab indicating Bible.

Other readings as listed online
Course Description

Christian prayer emerges from the human response to the Trinitarian understanding of God that develops out of the experiences of early and continuing followers of Jesus Christ. Students will study both its communal and individual aspects recognizing the correlation between them in terms of life in the Christian community and the world. Students will engage in the study of several aspects of prayer, its foundation in Jesus’ life and ministry, its development as communal celebration and its continuing source for personal relationship with God. 

Students will be encouraged to develop their personal prayer life through participation in prayer activities throughout the term.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES linked to Student Learning Outcomes

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions;

3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 

By the end of this course students will be able to: 

· Explain the development and purpose of prayer in the context of the Christian faith community and for the individual (PLO 1, 4)

· Correlate Christian images of God, beliefs and actions with the purpose, symbolism and practice of prayer (PLO 1, SLO 1, 2);

· Define prayer and its various forms (PLO 1);

· Participate in, identify and evaluate the ritual and liturgical aspects of prayer (PLO 1);

· Describe the complementarity between individual and communal prayer (PLO 1); 

· Describe the relationship between prayer and Christian action (PLO 3,4 and SLO 1,2)

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Instruction is through online discussions and other material as posted on eCollege. The role of the instructor in a course that operates in an online environment is to facilitate and invite discussion. The instructor will present additional material not in the text or assigned readings, clarify material contained in the text and encourage students to engage in critical thinking. 

Students will be expected to participate in the online discussions. Students will be asked to share insights and questions with one another. Because the class will require personal interaction, students are expected to respect one another’s opinions and ideas. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed and graded based on the following:
· Participation in online discussions in a timely manner
30 percent

· Quizzes – online





20 percent

· Essays: 






30 percent

· Prayer experience





10 percent

· Final exam






10 percent

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Online discussions 

A substantial portion of your grade is based on posting regularly on the discussion boards. There are two kinds of discussion boards. The first is a reading reflection board. This is to assist the instructor with identifying what needs to be clarified or explained.

1. Reading reflection – what was something in the reading that you either agreed with or disagreed with and why, or what was something you didn’t understand. You should also include at least three words you didn’t understand. You may select from any of the assigned readings for the week on which to comment or ask questions. 
(This reflection is to assist the instructor with knowing what needs clarification.) This should be done by Tuesday night. (0-2 points possible depending on depth of your response – the why part of it….)
The second type of discussion board provides an interaction among the students. Students are expected to post to this Response Discussion board a minimum of TWO times per week. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: A. your response to question or reactions and B. your reaction to others’ answers. Weekly posts consist of at least TWO:

2. An in-depth response to readings question instructor will post on discussion board (by Wednesday night); (0-3 points possible based on the depth and accuracy of your response)
3. Reaction posting – You are to respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. You can affirm, agree, request clarification or explain why you disagree. Your reaction post  of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by other students (by Friday night) (0-1 point);
Total posts per week should be at least three – one on the reflection board and two on the response board.
Discussion board posts must be completed within the week. Points will be deducted for any late posting (after Sunday night). If you are unable to post due to unforeseen circumstances, contact instructor by calling her cell phone listed above.
Quizzes
Two quizzes will be posted online. These quizzes will be to test your understanding of basic terms and language used in the study of Christian Prayer.

Essays Assignments

Essays will be assigned through the Dropbox page. You will find your assignments there.

Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Make certain you put page number top left in the header. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly, such as “form” instead of “from,” but are used incorrectly.
If you are citing something from the text or Bible, make certain you cite properly. All papers must include the page number for citations of material from text. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. These assignments will be available Dropbox.

Prayer Experience: 
Since Christian Prayer is best expressed by either participating in or attending a Christian prayer service, students must attend a prayer service at any Christian Church. 
Your paper for this experience must include the following:

Part one: Information
Date and time of prayer service

Location

Christian denomination (e.g. New Hope, Catholic, Lutheran, non-denominational)

Part two – the form of the prayers used
Describe the prayer activity or ritual. Does it have a particular name? (Mass, Worship service) Select one of the prayers used in the service. To which person of the Trinity is the prayer addressed? What other images or words are used to describe God in the prayer?

Part three: Effect of prayer
Reflect on what you think its impact was on those present including yourself. How do you think this communal prayer encouraged others to pray on their own? If it did not, what do you think might be the relationship between this communal and individual prayer? 
Please notify the instructor if you are unable to complete this assignment for any reason. An alternative project will be assigned. This assignment is DUE by MAY 30.
Final Exam

There will be a final exam. The exam will cover material pertinent to the course. Further instructions will be forthcoming.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from all sources as required;

· ability to apply the knowledge to a particular context;

· thorough explanation of the underlying principles in application to the specific context.

Three Rs to Success

Read


Text assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages

Reflect on

Readings

Each other’s postings, 

Respond to 


Discussion questions


Postings by other students

******************************************************************************

Three Rs of Online Etiquette

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.
RE 326 Course outline – subject to revision

	Date
	Content
	Reading assignment

	Week One
April 2-8
	Who is God – The Foundation of Christian Prayer
	Read
On Prayer and Contemplation: Introduction and St. Clement of Rome (pp1-4)
Trinity: To Let the Symbol Sing Again by Elizabeth Johnson and Julia Brumbaugh
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an0599.asp


	Week Two
April 9-15
	Purpose and meaning of prayer
	Read
On Prayer and Contemplation: John Cassian (pp 25-36)
Catechism of the Catholic Church Part IV Section 1

http://old.usccb.org/catechism/text/pt4sect1chpt1.shtml


	Week Three
April 16-22
	Judaic Roots of Christian Prayer
	Read
On Prayer and Contemplation: St. Edith Stein (pp 157-165)
You can locate this reading via internet

How Jesus Prayed by Michael Patella, O.S.B.
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an1103.asp

	Week Four
April 23-29
	Our Father:  A Foundation of Christian Prayer
	Read
On Prayer and Contemplation: St. Augustine (pp 37-51)

The Lord’s Prayer by Leonard Doohan
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an0303.asp


	Week Five
April 30-May 6
	Christian Liturgy
	Read
On Prayer and Contemplation: St. Justin Martyr (pp 5-7)
A Short History of the Eucharist by Thomas Richstatter, O.F.M.

http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/JES/aq0106.asp


	Week Six
May 6-13


	Liturgical Year 
	Read

On Prayer and Contemplation: Egeria (pp 9-18)
The Liturgical Year: Simple Facts, Deep Truths by Fr. Thomas Richstatter, O.F.M.
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/preview.aspx?id=245


	Week seven

May 14-20


	Liturgy of the Hours
	Read

On Prayer and Contemplation: (St.) Blessed John Henry Newman (pp 129-136)
General Instruction of the Liturgy of the Hours, Chapter one and Chapter 2 section I and II
http://www.fdlc.org/Liturgy_Resources/general_instruction_of_the_liturgy_of_the_hours.htm
Introduction to Medieval Christian Liturgy II 3. Liturgy of the Hours

http://www.yale.edu/adhoc/research_resources/liturgy/hours.html


	Week Eight

May 21-27


	Prayer as a necessity: 
	Read

On Prayer and Contemplation: 
St. Gregory of Nyssa (pp 19-24) and St. Catherine of Siena (pp 81-90)
 “Prayer is his Passion”

http://www.americancatholic.org/Messenger/Jun1996/feature2.asp

	Week Nine

May 28-June 3


	Prayer as meditative
	Read

On Prayer and Contemplation: St. Ignatius of Loyola ( pp 91-98)

Examen of Consciousness
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0303.asp
Lectio Divina

http://www.valyermo.com/ld-art.html


	Week Ten

June 4-11

	Prayer of the heart
	Read

On Prayer and Contemplation: St. Gregory of Sinai (pp 69-80) and St. John of the Cross (pp 115-128)


A: 90-100% of total possible points


B: 80-89% 


C: 70-79%


D: 63-69%


F: <62% and below 
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