RE 103 AEOP Winter 2012 		Dr. Pfeiffer
RE103: World Religions
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
AEOP Winter 2012 – Five Week


TIME:			1730-2140, Mondays and Wednesdays  (Feb. 15 – March 21)
INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D.Min.
PHONE:		(808) 739-8536 – office; (808) 256-8859 (cell for emergency)
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu

COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:	Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World's Religions:  Tradition, Challenge, and Change, Third Edition. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield Publishing Co., 2004

	
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES

The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course introduces are:
2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice and peace; 
6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions.

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. discuss the important elements of the major religions - their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes and artistic expression (PLO 2);
2. recognize the differences and commonalities among the religious traditions (PLO 2);
3. understand some of the social justice issues and religious responses to them (PLO 4);
4. appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community (PLO 6)
5. reflect on their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives, correlating and contrasting them with what they are learning (PLO 2, 6)
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

Educate for formation in faith;
Provide for an integral quality education;
Educate for family spirit;
Educate for service, justice and peace; and,
Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. Since all individuals are persons of faith, in relationship to one another, this course provides students the opportunity to explore faith in several contexts. As we continue to grow as a global community, understanding others’ worldviews that are often constituted by religious ideals becomes a necessity. The classroom itself becomes a community in which students share and learn the various religious beliefs, particularly those that promote service, justice and peace. In essence, the goal is that students, while learning about others, also learn about themselves in order to be prepared for adaptation and change.

REQUIREMENTS:
Students are expected to:
· attend class regularly;
· read required text assignments;
· participate in group discussions in class;
· do additional research as required;
· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

GRADING:
Grading will be based upon class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, quizzes, participation, effort, term project and exams. Papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font and 1 inch margins. If paraphrase, copy or other citations are necessary, use MLA format, which may be found in Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Points may be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.

Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.



CATEGORIES:		 	Total points possible 
Class Participation and Attendance:		20 pointsA = (90% and higher)
B = (80-89%)
C = (70-79%)
D = (63-69%)
F =  (<63%)

Chapter quizzes:				50 points
Written Assignments				30 points
Final exam:			50 points
						150 total points

Letter grades will be based on the final points earned for the entire term with the following modification: Unexcused absence of two or more will lower grade by one letter grade (e.g. B to C);

Instructor reserves the right to modify total number of assignments, tests and points but will not increase the amount of assignments or tests. Percentile remains the same.

Class participation and attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence. Five points are given for each class and will be deducted for unexcused absences. Students with excused absences will need to complete a missed class assignment that the instructor will provide in order to receive the designated points.

Participation includes preparation and discussion.

External Option as part of participation and attendance:
Students will need to attend or participate in at least one external option as part of the learning process. This will count toward attendance grade and may require a reflection paper. Some external options are listed on the syllabus, and others will be announced.

Chapter quizzes:
There will be a short chapter quiz at the beginning of several classes. Check the schedule for the quiz dates and content. Only the top five scores will be applied to your overall grade.

Written assignments:
These are listed on the course schedule. Most are short-answer format. Each is due on the following class period. 

Final Exam
The final exam will be similar to the chapter quizzes and will be cumulative. Students are responsible for all reading assignments, including material that is not discussed in class.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:
Student’s work will be evaluated for
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society;
· proper grammar and composition structure;
· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)	
	Date
	Topic and activity
	Assignment for next class

	Session 1

	Introduction to course
Religion and what it means
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapters 1 and 2

Optional activity – Bishop Museum
9 am Feb. 18.

	Session 2 

	Oral Traditions
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 3

	Session 3

	Quiz on Chapter 1 – terms
Hinduism
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapters 4 and 5

Written Assignment
The author offers ten examples of the pleasures and rewards of studying religions. Which ones appeal to you and why?
 Or 
Select one of the types of yoga described in the text. How might that kind of yoga help you develop your potential? How?


	Session 4

	Quiz on Chapters 2 and 3
Buddhism and Jainism

	Reading Assignment:  
Chapters 6 and 7
Written Assignment

Create a Mandala, totem or a mask.
On a separate sheet of paper or on the back side, answer the following questions:
· What does your design represent?
· What do the colors indicate?
What were you feeling as you created it? Why? 

How did creating it help you to understand yourself better?
And:
What is the purpose of arts in religion?

Optional activity – Valley of the Temples
10 am March 3

	Session 5

	Quiz on Chapters 4 and 5
Regional traditions:
China and Japan
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 8
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Session 6

	Monotheistic traditions
Judaism
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 9

	Session 7

	Quiz on chapter 8
Christianity
	Reading Assignment: 
Chapter 10

	Session 8 

	Quiz on chapter 9
Islam
	Reading Assignment: 
None

Written Assignment
Compare and contrast the Ten Commandments and either the Five Vows of Jainism or the Five Precepts of Buddhism. (You will need to locate Five Precepts on the web)

Or 
Four major groups of Judaism during Jesus’ time are Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots. Compare and contrast two of these groups within their overall tradition. You may need to do some research.
Or:
Some of the fundamental features of Islamic culture are repetitive: prayer, hearing the words of the Qur’an, and the monthly fast. What in your life is repetitious yet is meaningful and brings comfort? How would you enhance this aspect of your life?


	Session 9

	Possible quiz on Chapter 10
Preparation for final
	Reading Assignment: 
Review for exam


	Session 10

	Final Exam

	



	1
