w@—

1": Contenporary Issues in Crimnal Justice
Vi ol ence and the Media

| NSTRUCTOR: Ken Szynmkow ak, Ph.D
PHONE: 735-9959
TIME: As schedul ed

OVERVI EW
There is a belief anong sone that violence is caused by the
medi a. I's this the case? What do we nean by "violence" and what

do we nean by "nedi a"? The general public thinks it knows the
answer to both questions. As professionals working in the field
of crimnal justice, "comobn know edge" and "common sense" may
not be adequate to understand these two inportant Anmerican
institutions.

GOALS

Many of you will cone into contact with nedia representatives
during the course of your work. Understandi ng the phenonenon of
viol ence, the nmedia, the police and other institutions of the
crimnal justice systemmay inprove your working rel ationship
with all involved. So you will becone famliar with what the
media is and how it does what it does. You will have a deeper
under st andi ng of violence in America beyond official statistics
and nedi a reporting. You will becone famliar wth explanations
for these institutions and | earn how to anal yze conditions
regardi ng nmedi a-crime phenonena.

REQUIREMENTS

This course requires students to read and anal yze witten

mat eri al s about violence and the nmedia. The instructor wll
provi de nost of the materials for each class. There will be two
essay exans. One tentatively schedul ed for Wdnesday, June 23
and the final exam scheduled for Friday, July 2. These are

cl osed book exanms. Your answers will be based on how well you

use the clam Mateériais and idgas from discussions and films to
bui |l d your argunment and nmake your case.

In addition to the exans, students will be asked questions about
the readings and given a plus or mnus score indicating how well

t hey absorbed the material. Anyone can be called upon at any
tinme. Responses which show famliarity with the material receive
a plus. Responses which show a lack of famliarity receive

mnus. At the end of the course, the student's overal
performance w Il be evaluated and figured into the grade and wl |
probably affect the total grade by a full Ievel. (That is,
performng at an A level on exans could result in a B through
poor performance in class.) This ensures that everyone will keep
up with the reading, becone famliar with "on-the-go" analysis,
and remai n i ndependent of the others in the class.



SPECI AL ASSI GNVENT |

On Friday, June 25, students will not cone to class. |nstead,
they will engage in a three-hour content analysis of television
programm ng at hone. The remai ni ng hour shoul d be devoted to
anal yzing their findings. Proper content analysis nethodol ogy
wll be explained in the class. Students nmay wi sh to get
together with other students to conduct this investigation or
they may do it alone. The findings, analysis and concl usions
will be presented the follow ng day, Saturday June 26.

SPECI AL ASSIGNMENT | |

On Monday June 28 and Wednesday June 30, students will present an
anal ysis of crime and nedia representations of crime with a focus
on a particular subject. Students will work in groups and the

si ze and nunber of groups will depend upon total class

enrol | nent . St udents may draw upon any and all nedia for their
di scussi ons. Rel evant topics and net hodol ogy will be suggested
by the instructor but the final decision about the topic rests
wth the student group. Plan on a 45 to 60 m nute presentation
and a 30 m nute discussion period in which findings my be
chal | enged.

SCHEDULE
June Day Topi c
15 Tue. Vi ol ence in America
17 Thurs. Expl anati ons of Viol ence
19 Sat . The Media and Crine
21 Mon. Special Analysis: Drugs, Violence, the Media
23 Vied. First Exam
Content Anal ysis Pl anni ng, Preparation
25 Fri. Content Anal ysi s
26 Sat . Presentation of CA Findings, D scussion
28 Mon. Case study presentations
30 Wed. Case study presentations
July
2 Fri. Fi nal Exam




