Course Syllabus

Chaminade University of Honolulu

History/Political Science 444:  Modern Japan
Dr. Yamasaki

Course Description

An examination of the history and politics of modern Japan.  The course will look at the rise and fall of the centralized feudalism of the Tokugawa shogunate.  It will analyze the rapid modernization of the country during the Meiji era.  The course will review the steps that led Japan to a catastrophic war in the Pacific.  It will examine Japan under military occupation.  It will analyze the country’s miraculous economic growth in the decades after World War II.  Finally, the course will examine the political, social and cultural developments in twentieth and twenty-first centuries Japan.
Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion this course, students will demonstrate...

· a working knowledge of the key people, events and developments in modern Japan.

· an understanding of change, continuity, (Also a program learning outcome).

· a comprehension of the workings of politics and governance, (Also a program learning outcome).
· an awareness of perspectives and interpretations, (Also a program learning outcome).
· refined reading, writing, speaking and cognitive skills.

· learning that embodies cooperation, self-discipline, and mutual respect.

Course Requirements

· Regularly attend and actively participate in class meetings.
· Take 3 examinations.

· Turn in a short historical paper during week 13 of the course.  Five (5) points will be deducted for every class meeting your paper is late.  You will receive the possible topics of the paper.    Paper should be 2-3 pages long but it can be longer if you feel your subject requires it.

Grades

Class participation and short writing assignments



100 points

Short history paper







100 points

Mid-term examination






100 points

Mid-term examination






100 points

Final examination







100 points

370-400 = A; 330-369 = B; 280-329 = C; 240-279 = D; below 240 = F.

Outline of Course Topics

Week 1:
Tokugawa Japan

Week 2:
Collapse of Tokugawa Bakufu 

Week 3:
Meiji Political Development

Week 4:
Meiji Economic Development

Week 5:
Meiji Foreign Affairs / Meiji Cultural Development
Week 6:
1st Examination
Week 7:
Taisho Democracy?

Week 8:
Ultranationalism

Week 9:
Military Expansion

Week 10:
World War II

Week 11:
2nd Examination
Week 12:
Occupation and Postwar Political Development

Week 13:
Economic Miracle and Recent Problems

Week 14:
Education / Women

Week 15:
Postwar Cultural Development:  Literature, Film, Manga and Anime

Week 16:
3rd Examination
Texts

W. Scott Morton & J. Kenneth Olenik, Japan: its History and Culture (4th Edition).
Mark Weston, Giants of Japan.
Mitch Yamasaki, HI/POL 444: Modern Japan.
Office Hours

Henry 208H:  2:30-4:30 on Tuesdays & Thursdays.

Phone:  735-4824

e-mail:  myamasak@chaminade.edu

