SYLLABUS
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AMERICAN DIPLOMACY	
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CONTACT INFO:	michael.weaver@adjunct.chaminade.edu
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REQUIRED TEXT: THE AMERICAN AGE: U.S. FOREIGN POLICY AT HOME
AND ABROAD, 1750 TO PRESENT
WALTER LAFEBER
1994, W.W. NORTON & CO., N.Y., 2ND EDITION.



COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is a historical study of America's role in the world. The course emphasizes analyses of complex questions involving U.S. relations with other nations and peoples, requiring the student to investigate primary sources and conflicting historical points of view. We will survey America’s international relations from the founding of the Republic to the present, addressing a broad spectrum of foreign policy initiatives – ranging from benign and peaceful (i.e., negotiations) to coercive and violent (i.e., armed conflict) – in a variety of geographical settings. 


COURSE GOAL
Students completing the course should gain a broad grasp of America's role in the world, a greater appreciation of the processes involved in making foreign policy and conducting diplomacy, a deeper understanding of the events themselves, and a keen familiarity with the major primary and secondary sources for the history of U.S. Foreign Relations as well as the most influential interpretations of key events in that history.









COURSE REQUIREMENTS
To be successful in this course, you must be willing to allocate sufficient time to access course materials, participate in class and group discussions, complete all assignments in a timely manner, and satisfactorily complete all quizzes and exams.

WEEKLY READING ASSIGNMENT
· Each week, a reading assignment, to be completed prior to the next class, will be given. This material will form the basis for our discussion in the next class.
 
WEEKLY ESSAY ASSIGNMENT
· Each week, I will assign the class an essay topic based on the reading, as well as class lectures, films, etc. This essay is to be completed prior to the next class, unless otherwise announced. Your essay must be at least 500 words (typed, double spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt.). A good essay will include a student’s personal opinion on the subject matter as well as thoughtful consideration of the readings and the questions posed.  Quotations from the readings to back up or refute any aspect of the topic are also a good idea to include. This essay may either be emailed to me prior to class or handed in as a hard copy to class. Late essays will have five (5) pts. deducted from its final grade for each day that the assignment is late. Since each essay will be worth 20 pts., no essay will be accepted beyond four days after the assigned date.

WEEKLY QUIZZES
· Each week, class will begin with a quiz on the previous week’s work. Each quiz will be worth 10 pts. and will cover material in the readings, class lectures & discussions, films, etc.

RESEARCH PROJECT 
· Topic: 
· Choose any diplomatic event in United States History. Analyze it and discuss how you might have made different choices that resulted in a different outcome. Your paper should first outline the event in detail. Why did the event occur? Who were the key players? What decisions were made and by whom? What were the social, economic, military, diplomatic outcomes? Then explain what you would have done differently and why. Discuss in detail the implications of your choices and why you made them. Compare what you would have done to what was done historically. Be sure and speculate on the outcome of the events if your decisions were implemented.

· Paper Requirements:
· The paper is to be a minimum of five (5) pages in length, typed double spaced, Times New Roman 12



· Reference Citations
· A full bibliography (University of Chicago Manual of Style, APA, MLA, or other form you are comfortable with) is required. Failure to properly cite information will result in a significant loss of points. 

· Primary Sources
· When gathering your facts, you MUST include at least 2 primary sources in your paper. A primary source is something written in the time period. A secondary source is something written after the event has occurred. 

· Valid Academic Sources
· You may use any and all sources at your disposal: Internet, special edition DVDs, books, articles, and journals. However all of your sources must NOT be of one specific type. You must have a minimum of 2 different types of sources. (This means you MAY NOT use just Internet or just text sources.) Encyclopedias, etc. use should be kept to a minimum and make up NO MORE than 10% of your bibliography. (This includes WIKIPEDIA sources). 

· The following websites are good sources of information on the topic of US diplomatic history and foreign relations, although they are by no means the only sites on the topic:
· http://www.sarantakes.com/stuff.html 
· http://astro.temple.edu/~rimmerma/461bib.html
· http://www.usdiplomacy.org/
· http://www.history.state.gov/
· http://www.state.gov/index.html

· Drafts
· I will read and comment on any and all drafts of the paper up until 72 hours prior to the due date for the paper, which is 11:59 p.m., May 1, 2012

GRADING
· Weekly Essays	  200 pts. 
· Final Exam		  100 pts.
· Weekly Quizzes	  130 pts.
· Research Project	    50 pts.    
· Class Participation & 	    20 pts.
  Attendance		  
· Total Possible Points	   500 pts. 

Grades are based on a straight scale: 90%-100% = A; 80%-89.9% = B; 70%-79.9% = C;
60%-69.9% = D; 59.9% or below = F.
A = 	450 - 500 points	C = 	350 - 399 points	F = 0 - 299 points
B = 	400 - 449 points	D = 	300 - 349 points

CALENDAR
1/17		Course Overview; Roots of American Foreign Policy- Part I
		Reading Assignment: LaFeber 5-35,40-67

1/24		Roots of Am. For. Pol.- Part II; Diplomacy in the Early Republic
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 71-91, 94-126

1/31		Monroe Doctrine & Manifest Destiny
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 130-153,157-187

2/7		Civil War Diplomacy; Foundations of Empire
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 193-227,232-265

2/14		Beginnings of the American Empire
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 269-297,302-330

2/21		Wilsonian Diplomacy
Reading Assignment: none 

2/28		Mid Term Exam
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 334-363,369-406,413-451

3/6		CLASS CANCELLED

3/13		World War II and Its Aftermath
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 457-494,502-531

3/20		Cold War- Part I
Reading Assignment: none

3/27 		SPRING BREAK

4/3		Cold War- Part II
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 536-573

4/10		Cold War- Part III
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 580-625, 633-674

4/17		Viet Nam
Reading Assignment: LaFeber 680-737, 745-779

4/24		Reagan – Obama Era
Reading Assignment: non

5/1		Final Review; Research Paper Due

5/7-10		Final Exam (Date and Time TBA)
