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America: after the Civil War

Official Course Description:  This course focuses on the moral and ethical dilemmas associated with immigration, industrialization, economic depressions, world wars, the Cold War, the rights of women, African Americans, Native Americans, and other groups.


History 202 is a continuation of the general survey of United States history. The course will begin with Reconstruction (1865-1877) following the U.S. Civil War. It will examine the Reconstruction period, the settling of the West, The Gilded Age, the Progressive era, the emergence of the United States as industrial world leader, the Twenties, the Great Depression, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, the tumultuous Sixties, the war in Vietnam, the Civil Rights and modern women's movements, and the period up to the present. Special emphasis will be paid to understanding history from the diverse perspectives of Americans of all races, ethnic groups, and both genders.  Attention will be given to social, cultural, political, intellectual and military history.

Method of instruction will involve class discussion and lecture, augmented by film portions and documentaries.  Class discussion will be based on weekly reading assignments.  Students are encouraged to come to class prepared and ready to discuss assigned readings.

Course Goals/Objectives:  After completing this course, students should be able to: understand the value of studying history for personal, social, and intellectual uses; have a sturdy knowledge of early United States history and its relevance to other topics and fields; recognize various perspectives and how various cultures and groups have influenced the development of the United Statesanalyze and think critically about readings and clearly express your views; describe the development of US political theory and institutions; assess the place of foreign policy and foreign powers on the development of the United States and the effects the country has had on other nations and cultures.

Required Text:  Nash, et al. The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society, concise seventh edition, vol. II, since 1865.  Pearson Longman. 2011.

Course Requirements:


1. read and prepare to discuss assigned chapters from course text


2. attend each class session and participate in classroom discussion and in-class exercises


3. complete periodic quizzes based on lecture, discussion and assigned readings 


4. complete three exams

Grading:







Final Course Grade:


Quizzes/exercises


20%


90-100% = A


Exam #1



20%


80-89% = B


Exam #2



20%


70-79% = C


Final Exam



20%


60-69% = D


Attendance and participation

20%


59% and below = F
Information about Course requirements:

Reading: The course textbook is not "optional;" reading it is a requirement. Students are expected to read the assigned chapters for each week before class to prepare for discussion.
Quizzes: Periodically, short quizzes will be given; sometimes they will be in-class, other times as take-home assignments. Questions will be drawn from readings and lecture. These quizzes are meant to serve as a gauge for you to measure what you have gleaned from the readings and discussion. By testing your comprehension of key ideas and events, the quizzes will assist you in preparing for the exams.  


For take-home quizzes, answers must be written in your own words.  Answers can be derived mostly from your textbook and discussion. If you consult an outside source, you must cite it. Answers are to be submitted on paper by their due. Late quizzes will not be accepted.

In-class quizzes or exercises cannot be made up if you are absent.
Exams:  There will be three exams.  Each exam will consist of a mixture of objective (multiple choice, for example) and subjective (essay) questions drawn from readings, lecture and discussion. The second and final exams are not cumulative; they will cover material since the previous exam.

Attendance:  It is important to be present at each class session since a significant portion of your grade is based on participation and attendance.  Contributing to discussion and absorbing material in the classroom setting is an integral part of the university academic experience.  It is difficult to receive completely the information covered in class, and participate, if you are not here.


Missing an exam:  Generally, there are no make-ups for an exam unless an extreme emergency has transpired, you notify me within 24 hours, and bring documentation. Whether a make-up exam is granted will be judged on a case-by-case basis. Missing an exam because of an inexcusable absence, or failure to notify me within a reasonable time frame (i.e., 24 hours) and receive confirmation from me, will result in a zero.  For the final exam, however, there are no make-ups whatsoever. If you miss the final, there are no make-up opportunities and your grade for this test is zero. 
Academic Policies:
Academic honesty:  You are responsible for upholding honest academic practices.  Academic dishonesty might include receiving help or assisting--i.e., cheating--on an exam; revealing exam contents to other students; "collusion," which is turning in another person's work as your own or working with others by dividing tasks and submitting the written work as your own; and plagiarism.  Any violation of academic honesty will be evaluated and penalty will be imposed accordingly.  Cheating on an exam will result in a zero.
Classroom manners:  As adults, students shouldn’t have to be reminded of this but the observance of basic classroom etiquette is expected.  Please be respectful of the learning environment and those around you. Eating, sleeping, chatting with your neighbor, surfing the ‘net  or texting during class sessions are not acceptable activities.  Turn off cell phones. Laptops are to be used only for taking notes. Unless you have notified me ahead of time, please refrain from leaving early or arriving late as such behaviors are both rude and extremely disruptive to the class. Accordingly, please visit the restroom before or after class, not during, unless an absolute emergency.

Office Hours:  10:00-11:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays, Henry Hall 208C.  

Email: Students may feel free to e-mail me anytime to discuss questions about the course, assignments, or readings.  I check my email twice daily, and students can expect a response from me usually within 12 hours.  If you are submitting time-sensitive information, especially something with a due date, and you do not receive acknowledgement, please save your original email and re-send if necessary (by forwarding). Sometimes emails do get "lost" so don't assume that I received it. 

A final note... if you find yourself struggling in this course, be proactive and take action sooner than later.  Come see me, organize study groups, stay caught up in your reading and assignments, take thorough notes, pay attention and ask questions.  Don't wait until the last minute, or "after the fact," to seek assistance or guidance!  My experience has shown that students with excessive absences and/or who don't keep up with the reading have difficulty passing this class.

COURSE SCHEDULE  
Week 1:  January 17 & 19
Introduction; Reconstruction









   
Reading: chapter 14




   

Week 2: January 24 & 26
The New South; the West 






Reading: chapter 15

Week 3: January 31 &

Big Business; Labor; the Gilded Age


    February 2


Reading: chapter 16 

Week 4: February 7 & 9
Urban America






Reading: chapter 17

Week 5: February 14 & 16
American Imperialism 






Reading: chapter 18

Week 6: February 21 & 23
Progressivism






Reading: chapter 19 
Week 7: February 28

EXAM #1: (covering material since 1/17, chapters 14-19)

   March 1 

World War I 





    
Reading: chapter 20 





  

Week 8: March 6 & 8

the Roaring Twenties


   




Reading: chapter 21 
Week 9: March 13 & 15
Great Depression; the New Deal


   




Reading: chapter 22 
Week 10:  March 20 & 22
World War II






Reading: chapter 23
Week 11: March 27 & 29
Spring Break
Week 12:  April 3

EXAM #2: (covering material since 3/1, chapters 20-23)


     April 5

The Cold War               










Reading: chapter 24

Week 13:  April 10 & 12
Post-World War II America; the 1950s










Reading: chapter 25

Week 14:  April 17 & 19
The Sixties; Civil Rights; Vietnam era










Reading: chapter 26

Week 15:  April 24 & 26
The Seventies









Reading: chapter 27

Week 16:  May 1 & 3

The 1980s and rise of conservatism









Reading: chapter 28





  

Week 17: May
 8

FINAL EXAM: (covering material since 4/5, chapters 24-28)

   Tuesday 8:30-10:30

(schedule is subject to change)
