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SYLLABUS

2012 Spring Day Semester 
January 17, 2012 – May 10, 2012
CS499 Directed Senior Research or Study
1. Overview
The Educational Research topic is very broad.  The purpose of this course is for students to learn about research at a “how-to” skill and application level. The course strives to provide a down-to-earth approach helping students to acquire the skills and knowledge required of a competent consumer and producer of educational research. The emphasis is not just on what the student knows but also on what the student can accomplish with that knowledge.
A capable researcher involves more than the acquisition of skills and knowledge but as in any field, good research is usually produced by those who through experience have acquired insights, intuitions, and strategies related to the research process. Any research is rarely conducted in the absence of basic research skills and knowledge. 
A fundamental assumption of this course is that the competencies required of a competent consumer of research overlap considerably with those required of a competent producer of research. A person is in a much better position to evaluate the work of others after she or he has performed the major tasks involved in the research process. The major components are presented and their role discussed in the overall context.

The strategy of the course is to promote students’ achievement of a degree of expertise in research through the acquisition of knowledge and by involvement in the research process.
The course topics are organized into three parts:
1. Part One: Is the general nature of educational research and the specific quantitative and qualitative approaches to educational research.
2. Part Two: Examines in depth the steps in the research process: 
a) Identifying a research problem 
b) Reviewing the literature 
c) Specifying a purpose and research questions or hypotheses 
d) Collecting either quantitative or qualitative data 
e) Analyzing and interpreting either quantitative or qualitative data 
f) Reporting and evaluating the research
3. Part Three: Students will learn the procedures for conducting specific types of quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods studies.
The course resources include pedagogic features to enhance a student’s learning experience:

· Building skills for Reading Research
· Study Plan
Class Schedule: 

08:30 – 09:20 AM; W at room H123
Office Hours: 

02:30 – 03:30 PM; MWF at Kieffer Room 26

Instructor Information:
Dr. Maria Brownlow 

email: 


maria.brownlow@chaminade.edu
Contact:


808-739-8337 

Textbooks: Note: Textbooks listed below are recommended but they are not mandatory. Study materials from various resources will be made available on eCollege.
	CS 499 Directed Senior Research or Study (3 Credits)

Recommended textbooks: John W. Creswell “Educational Research, Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research”, Fourth Edition, Pearson, Prentice Hall, Inc., ISBN: 0-13-136739-0
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L.R. Gay, Geoffrey E. Mills, Peter Airasian “Educational Research, Competencies for Analysis and Applications”, Tenth Edition, Pearson, Prentice Hall, Inc., ISBN: 0-13-261317-4
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Disclaimer: Above textbooks were utilized to create this syllabus.


2. Course Learning Outcomes and Linkages to Program Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the CS499 course students will demonstrate:
1. Balance coverage of quantitative and qualitative research
2. Learn how to begin to conduct research
3. How to read and evaluate research studies
3. Catalog Description

Individualized study on a topic arranged through the program advisor.  Offered every semester. Prerequisites: junior or senior standing and consent of program advisor.
4. Course Description

This course is about the fundamentals of the educational research.  It promotes students’ achievement of a degree of expertise in research through the acquisition of knowledge and by improvement in the research process.  
5. Grading
Grading will be based on the following table:

	Grading your accomplishments:

Homework assignments                           15%

Classroom participation                           15%
Projects                                                          15%
Exams                                                             55%
	Grade scale:   

A = 100% – 90%

B =   89% – 80%

C =   79% – 70%

D =   69% – 60%


6. Policies
Late assignments

Any assignment turned in after the due date deadline is considered late and will be graded accordingly.  Class begins on time.  Chronic tardiness will be viewed as absence from class.  Regular attendance is expected and essential for your progress in this class.  Although our textbook is excellent, the goal of the lecture and discussion is to provide the needed context to remove barriers to your understanding of the material.
Please refrain from eating in class

No makeup exams will be granted in the event of an absence.  If a student cannot attend a class in which an exam has been scheduled, the student must notify the instructor no later than the class prior to the scheduled exam.  In the event of illness, a Doctor’s note will be expected.

You are encouraged to work together; however, all graded material must be your own.  You are also expected to have read and to abide by the “Student Rules of Conduct” which is available in your copy of Chaminade University’s Student Handbook.  

Policy on cell phones and music devices  

Music Devices and Cellular Phones:  Unless specifically permitted by your instructor, the use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade as it is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct.  Students unable to comply will be asked to leave class.

ADA Accommodations:  Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from the CUH Counseling Center (Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845) by the end of the third week of classes.  Failure to provide written documentation will prevent your instructor from making necessary accommodations.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Students and review procedures at www.chaminade.edu/student_life/sss/counseling_services.php
CS499 Directed Senior Research or Study
Page 2 of 4
January 2012

[image: image3.png]