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COURSE:  		HI322/RE322		
			MEDIEVAL LIFE & THOUGHT

SEMESTER:		SPRING 2012
			01/12/2012 - 03/15/2012 
THURSDAYS, 5:30PM - 9:40PM
TRIPLER ARMY MEDICAL CENTER, ROOM 105

INSTRUCTOR:	MICHAEL E. WEAVER

CONTACT INFO:	michael.weaver@adjunct.chaminade.edu
			(808) 542-2084	

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
MEDIEVAL EUROPE: A SHORT HISTORY
 JUDITH M. BENNETT 
 MCGRAW-HILL/11TH ED.

MEDIEVAL EUROPE: A SHORT SOURCEBOOK
			C. WARREN HOLLISTER, ET AL
			MC GRAW HILL, 4TH ED


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course covers the history of medieval life and thought in the West and Near East in an attempt to examine & analyze the historical forces that have shaped our present society. 

GOAL
To present an historical overview of medieval times with a dual focus on development
of both Church & State and their mutual influences.

OBJECTIVES
· to present the various phases of medieval history with clarity and precision in a way that allows for sure and certain grasp of essential historical realities

· to analyze the shifting historical and geographical fortunes of medieval peoples and leaders, with a view toward both their continuities and discontinuities

· to assist in correlation and integration of medieval history and church with other      studies, both religious and secular.

· to make the study of medieval types, events, ideas, conditions and personalities “come alive” so as to be relevant to our lives and times
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

To be successful in this course, you must be willing to allocate sufficient time to access course materials, participate in class and group discussions, complete all assignments in a timely manner, and satisfactorily complete all quizzes and exams.

The following websites are good sources of information on the topic of medieval history, although they are by no means the only sites on the topic:
· http://historymedren.about.com/
· http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.asp
· http://www.medievaleuropeonline.com
· http://www.the-orb.net/

Weekly Reading Assignment
· Each week, I will give the class a reading assignment from Bennett and/or Hollister. Students are responsible for completing the assigned reading prior to the class for which it is assigned and should be prepared to discuss the material in class.

Weekly Essay Assignment
· Each week, I will assign the class an essay topic to be completed prior to the next class. Your essay must be at least 500 words (typed, double spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt.). A good essay will include a student’s personal opinion on the subject matter as well as thoughtful consideration of the readings and the questions posed.  Quotations from the readings to back up or refute any aspect of the topic are also a good idea to include. In the next class following each assignment, two members of the class will be asked to read their essays and field questions and comments from the class and me.

Weekly Term List
· Each week, a list of important terms will be handed out. Prior to the next class, you should look up the terms, most of which can be found in Bennett and/or Hollister (although some terms may need to be researched elsewhere), and be prepared to discuss their meaning in the next class. Although you are not required to write down the definitions, you would be wise to do so as an aid in your discussions and for review at a later time.

Research Project 
· Each student will be required to complete a research paper, the topic of which is to be chosen by the student, with the following parameters:
· Select any person, movement, or event pertinent to our course of study. When you have selected your topic, run it by me before you begin working. In all likelihood, I’ll give you “the green light”, but let me see what you choose first. I will provide you with a permission form to complete and hand in. Once I have approved of your topic, you may proceed with the project, BUT NOT BEFORE.

· The paper is to be a minimum of five (5) pages in length.
· A minimum of one page should be devoted to an explanation as to why the topic was chosen.
· A minimum of three pages should be devoted to a summary of the selected topic.
· A minimum of one page should be devoted to an explanation as to how and why the selected topic can be made relevant to your own life or to modern life in general.

· Reference Citations
· A full bibliography (University of Chicago Manual of Style, APA, MLA, or other form you are comfortable with) is required. Failure to properly cite information will result in a significant loss of points. 

· Primary Sources
· When gathering your facts, you MUST include at least 2 primary sources in your paper. A primary source is something written in the time period. A secondary source is something written after the event has occurred. The following website contains a good discussion of this topic:
· http://www.medievaleuropeonline.com/UnderstandingProf.html

· Valid Academic Sources
· You may use any and all sources at your disposal: Internet, special edition DVDs, books, articles, and journals. However all of your sources must NOT be of one specific type. You must have a minimum of 2 different types of sources. (This means you MAY NOT use just Internet or just text sources.) Encyclopedias, etc. use should be kept to a minimum and make up NO MORE than 10% of your bibliography. (This includes WIKIPEDIA sources). If you are at all unsure of your sources, particularly Internet sources, don’t hesitate to contact me.

· Drafts
· I will read and comment on any and all drafts of the paper up until 72 hours prior to the due date for the paper, which is March 15th.











GRADING

· Weekly Essays	 140 pts. 
· Final Exam		 100 pts.
· Weekly Quizzes	  70 pts.
· Research Project	  50 pts.    
· Class Participation 	  20 pts.
· Attendance		  20 pts. 
· Total Possible Points	 400 pts. 

Grades are based on a straight scale: 90%-100% = A; 80%-89.9% = B; 70%-79.9% = C;
60%-69.9% = D; 59.9% or below = F.
· A = 	360 - 400 points
· B = 	320 - 359 points
· C = 	280 - 319 points
· D = 	240 - 279 points
· F =           0 - 239 points

After 11:59 p.m. HST on the due date for each assignment, five (5) pts. will be docked for each day that the assignment is late. (Weekends are included). The ONLY exception to the 5-point late penalty will be for unforeseen and documented circumstances such as military orders, death in the family, hospitalization etc. If you will be turning in an assignment late for a reason such as this, you MUST contact me as soon as possible. This is an exception and all circumstances will be verified.






















CALENDAR

DATE		             TOPICS
1/12			 Course Orientation & Introduction 						
1/19			“Romans, Christians, & Barbarians”
“Early Western Christendom” 		

1/26		 	“Neighbors: Byzantium & Islam”		
			 “Carolingian Empire”

2/2 			“Division, Invasion, & Reorganization”	
			“Economic Takeoff & Social Change”

2/9			“Popes & The Papacy”			
			“New Paths to God”	

2/16			“Conquests, Crusades, & Persecutions”	
			“States Made & Unmade”
			
2/23			“Literature, Art, & Thought”	
			“Famine, Plague, & Recovery”

3/1			“Toward the Sovereign State”	
			“Diversity & Dynamism in Culture”	

3/8			NO CLASS WILL BE HELD
			Students are expected to be working on their research papers and
 			preparing for the final review and exam				

3/15			5:30 – 6:30 p.m.	Final Course Review	
			7:00 – 9:00 p.m.	Final Exam

