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China’s international ascent is drawing growing attention within the global community. This course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of China’s modern history and politics, with a special emphasis on China’s evolving domestic political economy. It examines the major elements of China’s political system, both in the context of their historical development and their contemporary ramifications. 

The course is divided into four parts. The first part introduces the student to China’s modern history, especially the Late Imperial, Republican and Maoist eras. The second part focuses on China’s contemporary political system, including the structure and functions of political institutions as well as the evolving role of the Chinese Communist Party. The third part moves on to an analysis of China’s contemporary political economy, particularly the dynamics of China’s government-business relations. The final part analyzes various pertinent issues and problems facing China’s sustained development, including economic governance, rebalancing the Chinese political economy, the rule of law, and energy and the environment.

Course Learning Outcomes: Using the discipline frames of comparative politics and international relations, the student will:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of historical change, continuity and causality, especially a comprehensive understanding of China’s modern history and politics (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2).

2. Analyze specific elements shaping the dynamics of politics and governance in contemporary China while working in teams to produce in-depth investigations and effective oral presentations (HI/POL PLO 1 and 2).

3. Demonstrate detailed and applied knowledge as well as practical insights to interpret the developments and contemporary challenges facing modern China with multiple views and interpretations that avoid explanations based on historical linearity and/or political inevitability (HI/POL PLO 3).
4. Demonstrate critical thinking competencies, especially by producing a comprehensive analysis and synthesis of an individually created position/argument that is backed by evidence and that takes into account the complexities of an issue. This will be assessed by research and writing of a 2500 word essay (HI/POL PLO 4).
Teaching Format: This class is based on a combination of lectures, readings, audiovisual materials, class discussions and research, as well as individual and group presentations by students. Pro-active student initiated analysis forms an important part of this course, since it allows students to gain important practical insights and enables them to directly apply the knowledge acquired in this course to the challenges facing modern China. 
Required Texts:

1. Kenneth Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, second revised edition, New York: W.W. Norton, 2004. ISBN-10: 0393924920; ISBN-13: 978-0393924923

2. Christopher A. McNally (ed.), China’s Emergent Political Economy—Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair, London and New York: Routledge, 2008. ISBN-10: 0415497183; ISBN-13: 978-0415497183

3. Joseph Fewsmith (ed.), China Today, China Tomorrow: Domestic Politics, Economy, and Society, Rowman & Littlefield, August 16, 2010. ISBN-10: 0742567079; ISBN-13: 978-0742567078 
4. Course packet with selected readings
Student Evaluation:

The course will emphasize analytical thinking and include a variety of tasks to be completed. The course grade will be based on oral participation, individual presentations, one group project leading to a presentation and one term paper. The following describes each of these tasks:

1. Oral Participation and Attendance (25%): Class participation is an essential part of taking advantage of the materials presented in this course. While difficult to measure, class participation will be understood to consist of three basic elements: first, class attendance (a prerequisite for actually participating in discussions); second, having completed the readings and listening carefully and attentively to classmates and lectures; and third, participating actively in class discussions, presenting creative and thoughtful ideas, and leading discussions, especially when issues pertaining to personal interest or knowledge are involved. Please note that one (1) absence is allowed; additional absences will incur a three (3) point deduction from the oral participation and attendance grade. Virtually no participation will also be reflected in the final course grade.
2. Individual Presentations (25%): Students will be required to make individual presentations on one of the up-and-coming leaders of China’s fifth generation leadership cohort. A relevant power point presentation on this topic will be presented and handed out at the beginning of the semester. Individual presentations will last about 15-20 minutes and encompass three tasks: A.) a brief introduction to the individual fifth generation leader, including his/her biography, educational background and other relevant information; B.) an analysis of how this particular leader might lean in terms of policy, political openness and foreign policy; and C.) a personal assessment by the student of what he/she thinks about this leader and her/his future potential.

3. Final Team Project Presentation (20%): During the first few class meetings, teams of two to four students will be formed. Teams will choose their own topics, focusing on a specific aspect of China’s coming domestic challenges (e.g., minority issues; water; environment; economic rebalancing; social security reforms; medical care reforms; technology; industrial upgrading; exports; US-China relations, etc.). In general, teams are encouraged to choose cases/topics to which they can gain reasonable access (via the web, course readings, insider/personal knowledge, etc.). Moreover, these presentations should focus on topics which are not adequately covered in the course and on which students would like to garner more information. Teams will be asked to work on their presentations throughout the semester and will have the opportunity to ask questions related to their topic of choice at the beginning of each class. At the end of the semester, project teams will make a summary presentation using power point and other audiovisual aids. The presentations are to last approximately 30-50 minutes (roughly 15 minutes per group member).

4. Research Paper (30%): Each student will be asked to hand in a paper based on original research not exceeding 2,500 typed words at the end of the semester (this excludes footnotes and references). The paper should be single-spaced and in a normal size font (12-13 pt) with reasonable margins. The paper should possess a clear arguments, backed by evidence, and be structured logically. Research papers will be exploratory papers that creatively engage with the questions and topics addressed in the final team presentations, i.e., an aspect of China’s contemporary domestic challenges and problems. It therefore can draw on the information assembled by the teams for their presentations. It should take a look at these topics by incorporating information from the various materials discussed in class and additional original research. This means that the paper should make use of published works and/or websites not discussed in class. Plentiful examples and feedback will be provided on the suitability of a selected topic as the course proceeds. 
Guidelines for Communication

If you wish to contact instructor, please do so by using email. Please:

1. Always include a subject line. 
2. Be careful in wording your emails. Always be as precise as possible. 

3. Use standard fonts and formats. 

If it is an emergency, you can contact the instructor via phone (though email is still best, since I check it often). 

Plagiarism Policy (according to CUH catalog and student handbook)

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

Students with Disabilities

It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations. Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services. Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email: jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Course Schedule (subject to revision):








1. January 18, 2012: Course Introduction 

Introductions and discussion of course objectives, outline and requirements
Possible viewing of audiovisual materials, including excerpts from The People's Republic of Capitalism with Ted Koppel (2008); China Rises: A Documentary in Four Parts (2008); China: A Century of Revolution (2007). 

2. January 25, 2012: Late Imperial Era 
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 1, pp. 3-26.
3. February 1, 2012: Republican Era

Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 2, pp. 27-56.
4. February 8, 2012: Maoist Era

Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapters 3 & 4, pp. 59-122.

Individual Presentation 1: TBA
5. February 15, 2012: The Reform Era and Guanxi Capitalism
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 5, pp. 123-167.
Christopher A. McNally, “China’s Changing Guanxi Capitalism: Private Entrepreneurs between Leninist Control and Relentless Accumulation,” Business and Politics, vol. 13, issue 2, August 2011, article 5 (in reading packet).
Individual Presentation 2: TBA
6. February 22, 2012: China’s Political System (part I)
Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 6, pp. 171-205.
Individual Presentation 3: TBA
7. February 29, 2012: China’s Political System (part II)

Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform, Chapter 7, pp. 206-242.
Individual Presentation 4: TBA
8. March 7, 2012: Bringing the Party Back In 
David Shambaugh, China’s Communist Party: Atrophy and Adaptation, Chapter 1 (pp. 1-10); Chapter 7 (pp. 128-160) & Chapter 8 (pp. 161-181) (in reading packet).
Recommended: Richard McGregor, The Party: The Secret World of China's Communist Rulers, New York: Harper, 2010 
Individual Presentation 5: TBA
9. March 14, 2012: China’s Evolving Political Economy (part I)
Christopher A. McNally, “Introduction,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy – Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair, Chapter 1, pp. 3-16.
Dieter Ernst and Barry Naughton, “China’s Emerging Industrial Economy: Insights from the IT Industry,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 3, pp. 39-59.
Peter Williamson and Ming Zheng, “The Global Impact of China’s Emerging Multinationals,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 5, pp. 83-101.
Individual Presentation 6: TBA
10. March 21, 2012: China’s Evolving Political Economy (part II)
Christopher A. McNally, “The Institutional Contours of China’s Emergent Capitalism,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 6, pp. 105-125.
Christopher A. McNally, “Capitalism in the Dragon’s Lair,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 12, pp. 228-244.
Individual Presentation 7: TBA
March 28, 2012: Spring Break
11. April 4, 2012: Why no Democratic Push in China?
An Chen, “Why does Capitalism Fail to Push China toward Democracy,” in China’s Emergent Political Economy, Chapter 8, pp. 146-165.
Christopher A. McNally and Teresa Wright, “Sources of Social Support for China’s Current Political Order: The ‘Thick Embeddedness’ of Private Capital Holders,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol. 43, No. 2 (2010), pp. 189–198 (in reading packet).
Recommended: Teresa Wright, Accepting Authoritarianism: State-Society Relations in China’s Reform Era, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010; Bruce Dickson, Wealth into Power: The Communist Party's Embrace of China's Private Sector, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.
Individual Presentation 8: TBA
12. April 11, 2012: Economic Rebalancing and Governance
Joseph Fewsmith, “Introduction,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow: Domestic Politics, Economy and Society, Lanham, MY: Rowman and Littlefield, 2010, pp. 1-7.
Barry Naughton, “Economic Growth: From High-Speed to High-Quality,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow, pp. 71-90.
Sebastian Heilmann, “Economic Governance: Authoritarian Upgrading and Innovation Potential,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow, pp. 109-126.
Individual Presentation 9: TBA
13. April 18, 2012: The Rule of Law and Ideology
Jamie Horsley, “The Rule of Law: Pushing the Limits of Party Rule,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow, pp. 51-68.
Ren Jintao, “Ideology: Its Role in Reform and Opening,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow, pp. 181-190.

Individual Presentation 10: TBA
14. April 25, 2012: Energy and the Environment

Joseph Fewsmith, “Conclusion: China’s Next Three Decades,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow, pp. 277-283.
Joanna Lewis, “Environmental Challenges: Form the Local to the Global,” in Joseph Fewsmith, ed. China Today, China Tomorrow, pp. 259-275.

Kang Wu and Ian Storey, “Energy Security in China’s Capitalist Transition: Import Dependence, Oil Diplomacy, and Security Imperatives,” in Christopher A. McNally, ed., China’s Emergent Political Economy, pp. 190-208.
Individual Presentation 11: TBA
15. May 2, 2012: Final Group Presentations 
List of Possible Team Project Presentation Topics: 
1. Class Stratification and Inequality

2. Civil Society and Protest

3. Rebalancing China’s Economy (Export-driven to domestic consumption-driven)

4. Political Reform

5. Industrial Upgrading and Technology Development (Industrial policy)

6. The Environment

7. “Green Industries” (Electric cars; solar; wind; nuclear; etc.)

8. Water

9. Social Security (Pension reform)

10. Medical Care Reform

11. Housing Reform (Public housing and other policy initiatives)

12. Media and the Internet
13. China and the World
14. The Environment
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