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RE 326 CHRISTIAN PRAYER (3) 
Spring Day Term:  January 17 – May 3, 2012

Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.         	Time: T/TH 1PM-2:20PM 
Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu             	ClassRoom:  Henry Hall 207
Phone:  (808) 676-1452			Office Hours:  By appointment
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[bookmark: _top]COURSE OVERVIEW


REQUIREMENTS
Description:  Christian prayer emerges from the human response to the Trinitarian understanding of God that develops out of the experiences of early and continuing followers of Jesus Christ. Students will study both its communal and individual aspects recognizing the correlation between them in terms of life in the Christian community and the world. Students will engage in the study of several aspects of prayer, its foundation in Jesus’ life and ministry, its development as communal celebration and its continuing source for personal relationship with God.  Students will be encouraged to develop their personal prayer life through participation in prayer activities throughout the term.  Offered annually.

Prerequisites:  RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. Having fulfilled these prerequisites, students will have the stepping stones to go further into this specialized course of study.  This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

Class Format:  This class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, creative work, and exposure to different prayer forms.  Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class with intensive reading to contribute to extensive discussion of the basic textbooks and relevant videos.

Required Texts: 
· Bible – one of the following versions: New American, New Revised Standard with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem with Apocrypha
· McBride, O.Praem., Alfred, How to Pray Like Jesus and the Saints, Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division, Huntington, IN, 2009.  ISBN 978-1-59276-535-5
· Hays, Edward. Pray All Ways Forest of Peace Pub., Notre Dame, IN, 2007.  ISBN-13: 978-0-939516-81-0

Library:  Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 
[image: http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:nBR6E4W408KxfM:http://media.conversationstarterswithgod.com/ftpimages/notebook_pics_smaller/byfountain.gif] 
COURSE OBJECTIVES




PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of:
1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian 	and human traditions;
3.  ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition;
4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, 	social 	justice and peace. 


Service-Learning General Outcomes linked to this course are:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the connections between academic work and real-life situations.
· Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern.

Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course students will be able to:
· explain the development and purpose of prayer in the context of the Christian faith community and for the individual (PLO 1, 4);
· correlate Christian images of God, beliefs and actions with the purpose, symbolism and practice of prayer (PLO 1, SLO 1, 2);
· define prayer and its various forms (PLO 1);
· participate in, identify and evaluate the ritual and liturgical aspects of prayer (PLO 1);
· describe the complementariness between individual and communal prayer (PLO 1); 
· describe the relationship between prayer and Christian action (PLO 3,4 and SLO 1,2).

Learning Outcome Assessment:
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· [bookmark: _ORGANIZATIONAL_THEMES:_]understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.  Students will be encouraged to reflect on and integrate the following themes within this course of study.

The five Characteristics of Marianist Education are:
1. Educate for formation in faith;
2. Provide an integral quality education;
3. Educate for family spirit;
4. Educate for service, justice and peace; and
5. Educate for adaptation and change.
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STUDENT  REQUIREMENTS



Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  

Regular Participation:   Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. 
Attendance guidelines:
· Roll will be taken every class session; if you are not present during the taking of attendance, you will be counted absent. 
· If you are absent 3 (three) or more classes your grade will be lowered by one letter grade; if you are absent 5 (five) or more classes you will fail the course. 
· No absences will be excused except in the cases of (i) an emergent medical situation or severe illness; or (ii) a death in the student’s immediate family.
· All requests for special accommodations, e.g., medical, athletic, or learning-related, must be accompanied by the appropriate paperwork to be considered.
· Participation involves:
· completion of the primary and secondary readings prior to class;
· both answering questions and making relevant comments in the context of our in-class discussion.

Reading Assignments and “For Reflection” Writings:  It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.  For each assignment found on the Syllabus under “For Reflection,” (McBride book) write/type:
1. your response to one (1) of the points through sharing a personal story, experience, or way of application or resound of that point with your life.  (about ½ page); and
2. a question that you would like answered in the following classes, or a shared comment on your readings from Hays’ book.
Journal:   From the readings each week, jot a few lines down of any thoughts that may have inspired or compelled you from such.  Add your own commentary in a few sentences/ paragraph.  You may also add pictures, doodles, etc.  Pray over them.  Journals will be reviewed on the 6th and 12th week.
Reflection Papers:  There are three (3) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Papers are to be no less than three, but no more than five pages in length, double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type. 

1. Paper #1:  Prayer Collage.  Based on your readings and reflections thus far, this is a creative assignment, which you may, draw out and take a picture of/scan to turn in, or use another way to express:  “How can I/do I see and experience God as a creative movement unfolding within and around me?”   One page collage due with 1 ½ page explanation due on the 4th week.
2. Paper #2:  Retreat Experience.  After completing the Online Retreat (Week 9), write up a summary of the experience noting any movements in your prayer (as recorded in your journal).
3. Paper #3:  External Prayer Activity: Before the 11th week of the term, you are to attend a service outside of your own experience.  Read the newspapers or search the internet for events that may be happening in your area.  For example, Taize prayer, Orthodox liturgies, prayer breakfasts, church service, etc.  Requirements also include a critical paper describing the activity, evaluating its overall structure and elements, reflecting on its impact on those present including yourself, and its role in communal and individual prayer. (Due the 11th week)

Midterm Project:  Choose one of the following to create a 4-6 page prayer service on.  This will be used to guide the class in a prayer experience.  You may use pictures and graphics in the presentation and make it “ready for distribution” in for example, a gathering of the faithful.  Each will require research, bibliography and citations (see above under Reflection Papers).
· Prepare an Eucharistic liturgical celebration for one of the sacraments. You will need to include music selected based on the readings and adhere to the guidelines. This will require that you research the sacramental rite you select. You must explain the rite, its purpose for the Church and individual, the selection of music and its correlation to the sacrament and readings. In some instances, the readings are proscribed. 
· Prepare a Reconciliation liturgy. You will need to research on reconciliation, its history and varying forms of liturgical celebration. You must explain the selection of readings, the music and symbols used in the liturgy.
· Design a morning-prayer service based on the Liturgy of the Hours but adapting it for a specific audience, such as a campus gathering prayer community. Explain the overall structure, any modifications made to the original form of the Liturgy of the Hours, and your reasons for making adaptations for this gathered community.
· Design a prayer service for a retreat. You should indicate the theme of the retreat and include readings suitable to the theme. If you include music, you should explain the reasons for your selections. Your prayer service should also be interactive.

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ91KQtbFo23cCErEiuQNSNpz752jAA9U8yz2A39_qhstMFQaO0]“Spiritual Caffeine”:  Group Faith Sharing – Four (4) Group Faith Sharing Reviews are to be submitted on the dates found on the Syllabus.  Guide sheets will be distributed.  You need your bible and the guide sheet.  Group summary/”Like It”’s to be turned in the following class.    Like It = Share a point of interest/commonality/learning, etc. from the group sharing.  
[image: http://tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:nBR6E4W408KxfM:http://media.conversationstarterswithgod.com/ftpimages/notebook_pics_smaller/byfountain.gif]Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. This required in-person attendance, at the conclusion of the course, is held on the Chaminade University of Honolulu campus according to the date/time listed in the Course schedule. No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination. 
GRADING


Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
Grade Calculation:
· Attendance & Participation	30%		300 points total
· Homework			10%		100 points total
· In-class Writings		4%		 40  points total
· Journal			10%		100 points total
· Reflection Papers:		24%		240 points total
· Midterm Project:		12%		120 points total
· Final Exam:			10%		100 points total
· Extra Credit 			5%		  50 points total

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:
A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the point scale in the event that fewer assignments are required of the students because of adequate demonstration of knowledge. The percentage will remain the same.

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, participation, effort, term projects and exams.  Assignments and papers, must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval.     
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper:  Due Week 14. Up to 45 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered (regular volunteer service not applicable).  Submit a 3-5 page paper detailing the description of community service performed (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc. in relation to this class).  

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.
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	Week 
	Topic
	Homework Due

	Week 1
Jan. 17/19

Classes begin Jan. 17th 
	*Introduction:  Purpose and Meaning of Prayer 
	 Welcome to RE 326! 


	Jan. 19
	Life and Prayer of Bl. Marianne Cope, OSF
	

	Week 2
Jan. 24/26

*Last day to add/drop/change
	*Early Development of Prayer
-“Jesus Prays”

	Readings:
1. Hays:  Intro. & Chapt. 1. p. 13-28
2. McBride:  Chapt.1. p. 11-19
Assignment:  
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Begin Journal

	Jan. 26
	Spiritual Caffeine #1
	*See above for description of activity

	Week 3
Jan. 31/Feb.2

 
	Praying with Scripture
-“The Our Father”

	Readings:
1. Hays:  Chapt. 2. p. 31-41
2. McBride:  Chapt. 2. p. 20-33
Assignment:
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Journal
3. Prayer Collage due next week

	Feb. 2
	Film Lectio
	

	Week 4
Feb. 7/9



	Liturgical Prayer
-“The Psalms”


	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 3. p. 43-52
2. McBride: Chapt. 3. p. 34-42
Assignment:  
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Journal

	Feb. 9
	Spiritual Caffeine #2
	*See above for description of activity

	Week 5
Feb. 14/16


	Contemplative Prayer
-“Desire for God”



	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 4. p. 55-67
2. McBride: Chapt. 4&5. p. 43-62
Assignment:  
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Journal

	Feb. 16
	Field Trip:  St. Patrick’s Church
meet @1:15PM
	

	Week 6
Feb. 21/23

*Mardi Gras- Feb. 21@Hale Malia, 2-5PM
*Ash Wednesday-Feb. 22
MRO-12:30PM Mass
	Liturgical Seasons
	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 5 & 6. p. 69-80
2. McBride: Chapt. 6 & 7. p. 63-97
Assignment:
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Journals due

	Week 7
Feb. 28/March 1
	*Midterm

	Assignment:
Midterm presentations

	Week 8
March 6/8

	Spiritual Exercises and Prayer Tools

	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 7. p. 99-110 
2. McBride:  Chapt. 7. p. 74-86 
Assignment:  
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Bring in an object of religious devotion to you.
3. Journal

	March 8
	Spiritual Caffeine #3
	*See above for description of activity

	Week 9
March 13/15


	Online Retreat
	Assignment:
Online retreat http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/cmo-retreat.html
Assignment:
For this week, participate in the online retreat according to the following modified way:
a.  Read “How Do I get Started Making this Retreat?”
b.  Begin with Week 1 as “day one.”  Reflect and journal about the experience.
c.  Choose 4 other “Weeks” to participate in over the next four days.  *Note:  We are exchanging “weeks” for “days.”
d.  At the end of experiencing 5 retreat sessions, write a summary of the experience to turn in next week.  

	Week 10
March 20/22





	Prayer and Social Action
	Readings:
1.Hays: Chapt. 8. p. 113-140
2. McBride: Chapt. 8. p. 87-100
Assignment:  
1. Retreat Summary due 
2. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
3. Journal

	March 22
	Spiritual Caffeine #4
	*See above for description of activity

	March 26-Apr. 1
	Spring Break
	

	Week 11
April 3/5
	Liturgical Art and Music
-“Role of Love in Prayer”


	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 10 & 11. p. 143-166
2. McBride: Chapt. 9. p. 101-111
Assignment:  
1. External Prayer Activity paper due. 
2. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
3. Bring in a piece of inspiring religious music to share
4. Journal

	Week 12
April 10/12

*Holy Thursday: 4/12
	Prayers of the Saints
	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 12. p. 169-182
2. McBride: Chapt. 10. P. 112-122
Assignment:  
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.
2. Look up some information on your name, baptismal name, etc.  How and by whom were you named?  What qualities are associated with it?  Bring in the information to class.
3. Journals due 

	Week 13
April 17/19
	Praying with Mary

	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 13. p. 185-194
2. McBride: Chapt. 11. p. 123-134
Assignment:  
1. Choose one of the “For Reflection” questions from the end of the chapter in McBride to answer using the criteria stated in the Syllabus above.

	Week 14
April 24/26
	Summary
	Readings:
1. Hays: Chapt. 14 & 15. p. 197-221
2. McBride: Conclusion. p. 135-138

	Week 15
May 1/3
	Review for Final Exam
	Review for Final Exam


	May 7-10
	Final Exams
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MUTUAL RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION



As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustments to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be announced in class.  It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class.  

External Activity Suggestions:
*Mass in Commemoration of Bl. Mother Marianne Cope, OSF
Monday, Jan. 23@6PM  Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace 1184 Bishop St.

*Prayer Worship for Christian Unity  - “We Will All Be Changed” 
Tuesday Evening – January 24, 2012 – 7:00 p.m. 
Christ United Methodist Church      1639 Keeaumoku Street, Honolulu (mauka of Wilder Ave.) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hawaii churches are invited to participate in this service, hosted by the Hawaii District of the United Methodist Church. The Most Reverend Larry Silva will be the preacher. Special music will be provided by Christ United Methodist Church and the Samoan United Methodist Churches on Oahu.
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