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EN 102-20 Expository Writing

Chaminade University

Fall AEOP 2011
(subject to revision)

Course Time and Days:
5:30-7:40 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays
Instructor: 


Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
Office:



Henry Hall 208E
Office Hours:


T/R 8:30-10:30 am and W 10:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Office Phone:

808.739.8536
Cell Phone:


808.256.8859
Email address:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
Course Description
This course provided instruction and practice in writing short-to-medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  Skills required for research and research writing are emphasized, such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.  Prerequisite: EN 101 or placement by exam.
Student Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1) To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2) To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3) To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

a. -To demonstrate thesis sentences.

b. -To demonstrate topic sentences.

c. -To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

d. -To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4) To demonstrate an organized paper.

a. -To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

b. -To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

c. -To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5) To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free writing, and listing.

6) To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

a. -To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7) To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8) To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

a. -To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

b. -To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

c. -To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills
9) To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

a. -To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

b. -To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10) To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11) To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.
Required Texts
1) Booth, Wayne. et al, eds. The Craft of Research, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2008.
2) Other readings will be assigned throughout the term.
Recommended Text: Scott Foresman Handbook – While this text is not required, it will be useful as a grammar review and resource text throughout your undergraduate degree studies.
Additional requirements

Access to a word processor (all papers must be typed).

Dictionary and Thesaurus are recommended. 
Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy

The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide for an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

· Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life. As such, this course is a journey in writing. Through it, you are learning to write to better express yourself, increase your skills in this area, share your thoughts and your evaluations with one another in a family spirit, and grow in knowledge of the world of work, justice and peace. 
CLASSROOM CONDUCT

In order to create a viable and productive learning environment, and to show respect for each other in the classroom, all persons are expected to follow the basic rules of conduct.

· Talking only when it is your turn to do so;

· Using offensive language, harassment, or any other action that can be deemed to be harmful or disrespectful to and of the instructor or the other students; 

· Cell phones, pagers or other such equipment must be turned off. If you need it for an emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor;

While there is no handbook policy that prohibits eating food or drinking non-alcoholic beverages during class time, all should limit their intake of food and drink. Any containers or rubbish must be discarded as appropriate.

According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to:

· attend class regularly;

· read required text assignments;

· participate in group discussions, writing workshops and other class activities;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. According to English Department policy – no assignment will be accepted late. If unforeseen circumstances do occur, students must contact the instructor immediately.

GRADING:

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work, homework, quizzes, participation, and three essays of varying length and requirements.  Assignments and papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

CATEGORIES:

 
Percentages 


Class Participation and Attendance:

15%
Portfolio – drafts, writing assignments:
10%
Quizzes:




10%

Essay one:




10%
Drafts of research paper


10%
Research Paper:



30%
Final exam:




15%
While the above shows percentages, the papers and other assignments will be graded through a point system. A rubric will be used to assign points to various aspects of the essay that includes proper grammar and spelling, consistency and transition, accurate use of citations using MLA. Points are earned also on the various categories listed above. 

Class participation and attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence. More than one unexcused absences will lower your final grade by one letter. Points are given for each class and will be deducted for unexcused absences. Students with excused absences need to complete a missed-class assignment that the instructor will provide in order to receive a portion of the day’s points. 
Participation includes preparing readings, homework assignments, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. Each week, writing workshops will be held during class. Students are expected to have their written work prepared for review by others within the class. 
Portfolio

Students are to maintain a portfolio of their work, such as drafts, revisions, homework assignments, and other material as determined by the instructor.  Assignments that are returned to the student must be kept in the portfolio. This portfolio will be submitted near the end of the term for final review and grading. 
Quizzes

Quizzes will be based on grammar, spelling and other aspects pertaining to writing. Material for quizzes will be taken from class lectures and other material as indicated by instructor.  Quizzes will be scheduled at instructor’s discretion.
Essay #1, Drafts and Research Paper

Since this is an expository writing course, students should be prepared to write and, more importantly, revise, revise and revise. Students will be assigned to complete one essay and a final paper. However, the final paper will be done in drafts so each will be graded. The research paper will be 10-12 pages in length and use at least 10 approved sources. WIKIPEDIA is not an approved source for this instructor. 
All papers must be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point font and standard margins. On the first page, follow this double-spaced format.

Malia Nika

EN 102
Assignment – such as Essay #1 first draft

Dr. Pfeiffer

Date

On all pages, include last name and page number in the header on its right side.
You will be turning in more than one draft of your research paper, so it is important that you indicate that it is first, second or final draft.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

A major aspect of academia is to engage in the process of sharing thoughts and ideas. Academic honesty instills the virtue that work presented under one’s name is the creative product of that individual. Plagiarism, however, presents material as one’s own. Copying and pasting from Internet sources, even if the website does not have a copyright symbol or wording, is one common example of plagiarism. Other examples may be found in the student handbook, both online and printed copy. Therefore, be careful of plagiarism! You must cite your resources particularly if most of the text come directly from a source of any kind, including web sites.
If any paper is deemed and proven to have been plagiarized, the student must resubmit the paper or receive a failing grade for the paper and possibly the course itself.
English department -- Grading Rubric for Papers

Below is a sample of the grading rubric designed for English courses. I will use this basic format but will assign points to each section. In the instance of Essay #1, which should have no references to sources, the grading rubric will be adapted for that context.
	
	Integration of Sources
	Clarity and Rhetoric
	Organizational Development 
	Grammar and Mechanics

	A
	Accurate assessment (summary and paraphrase) of source information.  The sources are introduced using a concise summary and the sources are integrated logically and effectively into the paper. The validity of the source information has been tested and documented in the paper.  
	The goal of the paper is clear.  The language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.   
	The paper displays a clear organizational structure which includes an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion, and the research or examples clearly supports the thesis.
	The paper uses correct MLA documentation and contains few errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	B
	Same as above, however the summary introduction of the text is accurate but not as concise.
	Rhetorical techniques are applied correctly throughout the paper, but it may not be effective for the audience provided.
	The paper has a clear organizational structure, but further research may be needed for conclusive development.
	The paper may contain several (3-5) errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure. 

	C
	The summary introduction or the paraphrase of the source may be less than accurate.  
	The rhetorical techniques may present less than a logical application.  Or additional techniques should have been used in the paper.
	The organizational structure is not always clear making it difficult to follow the writer’s points at all times, or further research is needed for sufficient support.
	The paper contains numerous errors (5-9) in grammar and punctuation that do not hinder a general reading or few minor documentation errors (1-3).

	D


	There is no summary introduction of the texts, and the text is not integrated into the paper.
	Same as above.
	The paper lacks a clear organizational structure (topic sentences and transitions), or the research does not support the thesis.
	The “works cited” page is not in MLA format and/or the grammar and punctuation makes the paper difficult to read.

	F
	It is unclear what additional texts are being used and for what purpose.
	It is unclear what techniques are being used
	The purpose of the paper/thesis is unclear and/or not support is given.
	No “works cited” page was included in the paper.


COURSE SCHEDULE Subject to revision
	
	Course Content
	Reading and Writing Assignments for following week

	Week One


	Syllabus review and diagnostics
	Craft 
Part I Research, Researchers and Readers

both sections.

	Week Two


	Reading Critically

Annotating

Writing Summaries
What are summaries? How are they helpful?

Writing a summary tool.

 
	Reading Assignments

Craft: 

Part II. Asking Questions, Finding Answers

3. From Topics to Questions

4. From Questions to Problems

Writing Assignments

Essay #1 listed below:

Write an autobiographical essay on one of the following two ideas:

Describe your work background that includes either the kind of work you have done, are doing, and/or plan to do in the future. 

Describe a time when you learned a new skill. What was it? How did you learn it? What impact has it had on your life?

2-3 pages (~300-500 words), double spaced.

Due Week Three

	Week Three


	Why research? For whom?

Developing a topic

Asking a question – why, what? 

From general to specific
Autobiographical essay due today.
	Reading Assignments

Craft

Part II
5. From Problems to Sources

6. Engaging Sources



	Week Four


	Finding Resources

Evaluating resources
Beginning to Write Your Draft

Main claim and outline of paper due Week Five

	Reading Assignments

Craft

III. Making a Claim and Supporting it. 

Sections 7-10

Writing Assignments

Annotated bibliography and summary for the sources located for the Library assignment.


	Week Five
	Individual conferences
	

	Week Six


	Do I support my claim, argument, thesis?

-Am I documenting Correctly?
	Reading Assignments

Craft

IV. Preparing to Draft, Drafting and Revising 

14. Revising Your Organization and Argument

17. Revising Style: Telling Your Story Clearly 

	Week Seven


	Revise, revise, revise  - no class
	

	Week Eight


	Draft two due
	 

	Week nine 
	Revise, revise, revise

	

	Week ten
	Final paper due and final exam
	


A = 90%>


B = 80-89%


C = 70-79%


D = 63-69%


F = <157 points





Reminder: This course requires a “C” to pass.








