Chaminade University of Honolulu
Philosophy 105-50—Ethics


	Instructor:  
	Mr. Aliman Sears, MA, CPRP
	
	Instructor Phone:
	381-6681

	Location:
	400 Sand Island Pkwy, Honolulu, HI
	
	Instructor E-mail:
	directspirit@gmail.com

	Days/Times:
	T-Th 1730-2140
	
	Office Hours:
	As arranged in advance

	Bookstore:
	735-4789
	
	Website:
	 



	COMMUNICATIONS:  Email me ASAP (not during class) so that I may add your preferred email address to my list so we can communicate by email for updates, etc. I will delete your address after the course is over.
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	[image: ]SYLLABUS IS A CONTRACT:  This syllabus is a form of a contract between the instructor and student. It explains all important duties, deadlines, and evaluative procedures associated with this course. It is the student’s responsibility to understand it thoroughly. If you have any questions about any portion of it, then ask the instructor as soon as possible. If you lose the syllabus, immediately obtain a copy from a fellow student and/or contact the instructor. Write down—right now—the instructor’s phone number and email address in another location in case you lose the syllabus. Loss of the syllabus will not excuse a student from any deadlines or other responsibilities. Updates to the syllabus may be issued. Check date at bottom of each page.



	COURSE DESCRIPTION / OBJECTIVES:  An examination of the role, themes, arguments, and discursive styles that characterize philosophy as an intellectual discipline. Both traditional and critical theories will be considered. By studying major topics in philosophy and various approaches to them, students who successfully complete the course will have a basic understanding of the practice and history of philosophical inquiry. By the end of the course, students should be able to explain the major questions and proposed answers in western philosophy. The course forms a foundation for continued study in philosophy, critical thinking or various fields related to ethics, and provides another perspective on human nature and society that will be useful for students regardless of their university major and career choices. This class may also help the student come to a deeper understanding of self and the human condition.



	VOCABULARY, ASSIGNED READING, and ACTIVE STUDYING:

You are more likely to get a good grade and get a lot more out of the course if you focus on three things: 

1) Philosophical Vocabulary
2) Assigned Reading
3) Active Studying of the assigned text
 (
1)   
Vocabulary:
  Active studying also means actively seeking out word definitions
. 
Language is power
. 
Mastery of vocabulary is fundamental to succeeding in the university, in raising your IQ, 
or in securing your desired career
. 
Make vocabulary cards on 3x5 note cards and carry them with you all the time
. 
When you have a spare moment, waiting in line or 
for the bus
, pull the cards out and review them
. 
Use
 one or both of the two online dictionaries (listed below) 
to get definitions for your cards
. 
Another reason vocabulary is important is that you will correctly use at least 30 vocabulary terms in the proper context in your take home final exam.
)









 (
2)   
Assigned Reading:
  Doing the assigned reading and studying prior to class is critical
. 
If 
you fall behind in your studying, you 
may 
be anxiety-ridden and frustrated
. 
Getting the job done 
is what getting a degree is all about
. 
It’s NOT about memorizing facts, like Socrates was born in 469 BCE
. 
No one will ever care if you know that date or not
. 
They WILL care if you are able to get the job done.
)






 (
3)  Active Studying:
  In doing your assigned reading, you must actively study the material as opposed to passively reading it
. 
There are three steps to active studying:
Review (skim) the reading first to establish a context
. 
Read headings, topic sentences & focus especially on conclusions and summaries (think of what you could get out of a mystery novel if you read the conclusion first
)
Read through the material fairly quickly, don’t stop
. 
Concentrate on only the overall or key ideas
. 
Force yourself to keep going—
don’t
 stop to try to understand it deeply.
Then, read it more slowly for understanding as you normally do
. 
This third pass is when a more thorough understanding takes place
. 
Ask yourself questions about what the text means and how it fits into the larger context
. 
Students usually skip the first two steps and move right to this third step, and as a 
result
 they get much less out of the reading.
)














	ONLINE RESOURCES:  
	Formal sources for Term Paper:  Other than online encyclopedias or research websites to which you are registered for a fee (such as LexisNexis, etc.), and/or sites that are peer reviewed (very few exist), the following two sources are the only internet sources which may be used in your Works Cited (quoted from) for your Term Paper:  The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:  http://plato.stanford.edu/ and The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/.

	Informal Sources:  Looking up single vocabulary terms or for informal information on a subject: 
Philosophy Pages Dictionary:  http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/index.htm (also has an encyclopedia), The SWIF Free Online Dictionary of Philosophy:  http://www.swif.uniba.it/lei/foldop/contents.html, and Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy). These are for your information and studying only; do not use these as one of your sources for your Term Paper.



	

[image: ]ACADEMIC HONESTY / PLAGIARISM:  Academic honesty is central to learning and scholarship. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated. Cheating will be dealt with strictly and swiftly, and I will recommend to the administration of Chaminade University the strongest possible punitive measures. Plagiarism, (claiming another’s writing as your own) will not be tolerated. Eight (major) words in a row that appear in your written work and in an Internet or published source may be considered plagiarism.




	[image: C:\Users\owner\Desktop\Images\talking.jpg]CLASS DISCUSSION:  We all learn by the attempt to constructively criticize the viewpoint of the other. Do not be afraid of speaking up and being wrong, because making a comment that is incorrect is just as instructive as saying something that is correct. Everything is instructive. Remember, however, that the discussion is centered primarily on the text and lecture material and only secondarily on your personal beliefs and opinions.




	REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: Thiroux, J. and Krasemann, K. Ethics: Theory & Practice, 11th ed.




	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING:

	1. Quizzes (100 points—5 Quizzes)
	3. Term paper (100 points)

	2. Midterm Exam (60 points)
	4. Final Exam (60 points)

	Notes: 
	· Limitations are placed on final grades due to attendance problems as explained below.
· Make-Up work must be submitted for all absences or student will lose 20 points each absence.




With these requirements, you will be able to earn a maximum of 320 regular points in this course. Extra Credit is available, see below. The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course:

 (
28
8 and above (90% and above) 
“
A
”
256 – 28
7
 (80% to 89.9%)  
“B”
224 – 255
 (70% to 79.9%)  
“C”
192 – 22
3
 (60% to 69.9%)  
“D”
19
1
 or below (59.9% and below)  
“F”
)











	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING (DETAIL):
1. Quizzes
Quizzes are based on readings for class.  A high portion of your final grade is based on the quizzes because reading prior to class is the most important aspect of this class.  (100 possible points)


2. Midterm Exam:  Standard written exam, completed in class. (60 possible points)

3. Term Paper (see class handouts) (100  possible points)

4. Final Exam
a) The students will choose whether to complete an in-class final exam or a take home exam.  The final exam will be cumulative, which means it will cover materials from the whole course.
b) If it is take home:
i. The same parameters as the term paper apply (eight pages minimum, double-spaced 12 point font, etc.)  
ii. It will include bolded and underlined (or yellow highlighted if printed in color) vocabulary terms. Select 30 terms from the course readings/lectures, which appear in the glossary of your textbook and/or from a philosophical dictionary. Ensure you use the terms properly and in the proper context. (That is, do not construct a sentence which does not logically flow (a non sequitur) simply for the purpose of using a vocabulary word.)
iii. The written portion of the exam is due on the final exam day. 
iv. OPTIONAL:  In order to accommodate different learning styles, there will be an oral portion also:
i. At the final exam class you will briefly present your exam orally to the instructor. 
ii. The exam will primarily be graded on the written portion, while the oral portion can only increase your grade. 
iii. Names will be chosen at random, and after your presentation to the instructor you are free to leave.
iv. You must remain in the classroom while you are waiting for your turn.
v. You are allowed to review your exam and make written corrections to it while you wait, but you are not allowed to edit it on a computer and print it out at this point.
c) Whichever format is used, the final exam is worth 60 points.
d) All work, regardless of any other considerations, must be submitted by the last class.  The instructor will not accept work submitted later than the end of the last class period.








	EXTRA CREDIT:
[image: ]The instructor will post a YouTube video “What is Philosophy/Ethics?” and other YouTubers will respond to it. You will earn 5 points per video, up to a maximum of four (4) videos, for 20 points, when the instructor determines that you have posted thoughtful, planned out, academically appropriate, and generous video responses to the YouTubers. This means discerning that which is good and correct in the other person’s presentation, and building consensus with agreement rather than simply disagreeing. Email the link to the instructor, who will review your video, and determine if you meet the standards for the extra credit points.




LIMITATIONS PLACED ON GRADE DUE TO ATTENDANCE:

a) Absence:  Each accelerated class period is five (5) regular 50-minute classes.  Thus, each 50 minutes of class missed is one (1) absence.  E.g., if you miss “one” accelerated class, you accrue five (5) absences.  Likewise, if you come 25 minutes late to class, and leave 25 minutes early, you accrue one (1) absence.  Make-Up work must be submitted for every missed class, or the student loses points as indicated below.  Three (3) tardy equals one (1) absence.
b) Excused vs. Unexcused:  There is no difference between the two types.  An absence is an absence.
c) “But it’s not my fault.”  Yes, it is.  If you believe it’s not your fault because you have overslept, missed the bus, car broke down, forgot about class, had to go to a funeral, had to work, had a dissociative episode, got stuck in traffic, etc., none of these reasons will excuse you from accruing absences.  Each absence requires Make-Up Work (details below) regardless of the reason class time was missed.  This policy is to be fair to other students who actually did attend class.  If you think you have to miss class, then improvise, adapt, and overcome.
d) Tardy:  Anytime that you arrive after the instructor has taken attendance, but not yet 50 minutes into class, you accrue one (1) tardy.  Missing up to 49 minutes of any class means one (1) tardy.  Three (3) tardy equals one (1) absence. 
e) Make-Up Work:
i) Make-Up work must be submitted for all absences or student will lose 20 points for each absence.
ii) What is Make-Up Work?  Student completes a six (6) page double-spaced narrative summary on the Lecture/Discussion for each absence.  “Narrative summary” means an objective summary of the text, with student’s own examples, not the student’s opinion or personal views tangentially related to the text. The summary includes no direct quotations; it is entirely in the student’s own words (paraphrasing is allowed as long as the passages are noted in the text). 
iii) Student also makes up any missed quiz and other in-class work.
iv) Deadline for Make-Up Work:  All make-up work must be submitted within two (2) weeks of the missed class.  Make-Up work (including other non-class related work) cannot be done during class time.

GRADING:

	No. of Absences
	Consequences—Highest Grade Possible:

	0 – 1 absences
	May get up to an “A” for the course, contingent upon points from the other requirements.

	2-3 absences
	May get up to a “B” for the course, contingent upon points from the other requirements.

	4-5 absences
	May get up to a “C” for the course, contingent upon points from the other requirements.

	6-7 absences
	May get up to a “D” for the course, contingent upon points from the other requirements.

	8 or more absences
	Student should withdraw from the course, or will fail the course.




OTHER ITEMS:
1. All work turned in during class must be easily legible; if done outside of class it must be typed.
2. Extra Help:  We can arrange to meet at mutually convenient times or locations. You may phone or e-mail anytime.
3. All mobile devices off or on vibrate mode during class.
4. Strictly NO internet or web browsers open during class (laptops/devices for taking notes OK). This class is not a platform for your personal ideology. Discussions will usually center primarily on the Readings.
5. [image: ]This class will challenge your personal beliefs. Put them aside so you can learn another point of view.
6. I do NOT tolerate someone disrespecting me or another person by talking while someone else is in the middle of making a point. Focus your attention at all times on the person who has the floor.
7. You are responsible for knowing all the assigned reading material, regardless of whether or not we discuss it in class.
8. I get up at 4:00 am, too. I do not tolerate sleeping during class.
9. Do not eat during class.
10.  (
Or have it on vibrate if your job req
uires you to monitor it
)Keep copies on your computer and keep all hard copies of documents that are graded and returned to you until AFTER you get your final grade.
11. All typed narrative work (term paper, reading summaries, make-up work, etc.) will be submitted on 8½ x 11 inch standard paper, double-spaced, with 12-point font, and one-inch margins all around.
12. All work is to be submitted shall include the assignment title (usually found on the syllabus) the date due (not any other date), and student name. All pages are to be stapled together.
13. You are expected to obey the Chaminade code of conduct (in student handbook & college catalog). In general, it says that you must treat everyone with respect.

[image: ] (
Do Not Sleep During Class
!
)[image: ]







 (
Do no
t let your computer or the internet do your thinking for you
!
)






	
				CLASS SCHEDULE          (SUBJECT TO MINOR AMENDMENT)



	DATE:
	CLASS ACTIVITY:
	ASSIGNMENTS & READING DUE FOR NEXT WEEK:
	NOTES:

	
Class #1:
Tues. Nov. 8

Class #2:
Thur. Nov. 10
	
Discussion of syllabus and expectations
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 1 (Intro. To Ethics)

Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 2 (Consequentialist Ethics)
Quiz Ch. 1 & 2
Discuss Term Papers / Term Paper Handouts

	Ch. 1, Ch. 2,
Ch. 3, Ch. 4
	

	
Class #3:
Tues. Nov. 15 (last w/d day)

Class #4:
Thur. Nov. 17
	
Quiz Ch. 3 & 4
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 3 (Non-Consequentialist Ethics)


Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 4 (Virtue Ethics)
View: ST-TNG “Justice” (Cultural Relativism)

	Ch. 5
	

	
Class #5:
Tues. Nov. 22

Class #6:
Thur. Nov. 24 (No Class)
	
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 5 (Absolute vs. Relative Ethics)
Midterm Exam
	Ch. 6, Ch. 9
	

	
Class #7:
Tues. Nov. 29


Class #8:
Thur. Dec. 1


	
Quiz Ch. 6 & 9
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 6 (Freedom vs. Determinism—Are We Free?)

Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 9 (Taking of Human Life)
View: ST-TNG “Where Silence Has Lease” (Death)

	Ch. 10, Ch. 12
	

	
Class #9:
Tues. Dec. 6

Class #10:
Thur. Dec. 8

	
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 10 (Mercy Death / Assisted Suicide)


Quiz Ch. 10
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 12 (Lying, Cheating, Promises)

	Ch. 14
Finish Term Paper
Write Final Exam
	

	
Class #11:
Tues. Dec. 13

Class #12:
Thur. Dec. 15 (Final Exam Day)
	
Quiz Ch. 12
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 14
View:  ST-TNG “Ethics” (Bioethics / Assisted Suicide)

Dec. 15:
--TERM PAPER DUE
--Submit written portion of Take Home Final Exam
--Do oral portion of Final Exam
	Good Luck. Have a nice, Philosophical, and Ethical life.
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