Chaminade University of Honolulu

SYLLABUS

COM 310 Intercultural Communication

Spring Evening 2011
Day: Thursdays
Time: 17:30 – 21:40
Professor: Robert G. Cooke
Phone: (808) 739-4636 (Until further notice)
Email: Natalie.Villanueva@chamiande.edu (Until further notice)

Course Description:

Major concepts in the study of communication with people from different cultural backgrounds. Values, beliefs, expectations, customs and attitudes of various ethnic groups are studied to facilitate communication across cultural boundaries. Prerequisites: COM 140 and EN 102.

Course Objectives:

After taking this class students should be able to:

· Understand the basic skills of human communication 
· Understand the need for Intercultural communication
· Understand your own cultural communication styles and assumptions
· Recognize and appreciate the differences in communication styles
· Understand various religious views and perceptions
· Understand the difference between words and meaning
· Master the awareness and skill of non verbal communication
· Become skilled in dealing with differences and conflict
· Become a more effective intercultural communicator in a variety of settings; within families, social, work, political, educational and international environments

Required Text:

Communication Between Cultures  (7th edition)

Authors:  Larry Samovar & Richard Porter


Assignments:

Each week you will read a chapter from the text.   There will be seven weekly quizzes on the chapter of the week.  There will be a special homework assignment for the week that usually involves practical application of the principles in the chapter and writing a 1-2 page typed essay.  Additionally you will watch foreign movies during this course (on your own time) and be prepared to discuss the movie’s cultural elements in class.  You may show and discuss a short scene you selected to substantiate your views.

Grading:
							Total Possible:
Weekly Chapter Quizzes				25 points 
Weekly Homework Assignments			25 points		
Attendance & Class Participation			10 points
Foreign Movie & EC Projects				15 points
Final Exam						25 points

A = 90-100
B = 80-89
C =70-79
D = 50-69
F = 49 points or under

  
Late Assignments:

Assignments must be turned in on time in order to receive full credit.

Each unexcused lateness of assignments or missed quizzes will result in one point deduction.  Excused lateness will not be deducted.  No points deducted for absence with prior permission, if quizzes and other assignments have been made up.

No late assignments will be accepted after week 10.  

Attendance:.

Because this is both an interactive and accelerated class, attendance is mandatory.  You must be present, be on time, and remain for the entire class in order to receive full credit. Absences due to emergency, deployment or serious illness must be reported to the instructor by e-mail or phone prior to the missed class, proof may need to be provided.  (Note: Picking someone up at the airport, minor illness or fatigue is not considered an emergency.)  Any unexcused absence will result in a one point deduction from your final grade. Unexcused lateness will result in a one-point deduction from your final grade.  If you miss class, you are responsible to complete any assignments and quizzes.

Class Participation:

This class is highly interactive. Your feedback to other students is an essential aspect of your own progress.  You will be expected to give honest and constructive feedback to each other.  Freedom of speech and diversity of opinion is valued in this class.  However, students should be aware and take into account audience reaction to your subject matter and style of delivery as a key part of your learning experience and work in this class.

Hybrid Class: 

This is not a hybrid class, so students will be expected to meet in person for every class meeting.

COM 310 -- Intercultural Communication				Prof. Robert Cooke


Reading from Textbook:  Read the chapter listed by the date below:

Week 1	10/06/11	Syllabus

Week 2	10/13/11	Chapter 1 – Communication & Culture      		Q-1

Week 3	10/20/11	Chapter 2 – Deep Structure of Culture 		Q-2

Week 4	10/27/11	Chapter 3 – Worldview: Life & Death		Q-3

Week 5	11/03/11	Chapter 4 & 5 – Individual & Cultural Identity
     Alternative Views of Reality/Values	Q-4

Week 6	11/10/11	Chapter 6 – Words & Meaning: Language		Q-5
		
Week 7	11/17/11	Chapter 7 – Nonverbal Communication		Q-6

Week 8	12/01/11	Chapter 11 – Becoming Competent in IC		Q-7

Week 9	12/08/11	Read EITHER Chapter 8, 9 or 10		Presentation

Week 10	12/15/11	FINAL EXAM
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