[image: image1.png]



CJA 606: Research Methods

Course Syllabus

Fall 2011
Instructor:  
Janet T. Davidson, Ph.D.

Email: 

jdavidso@chaminade.edu
Phone/fax: 
739-4659 / 739-4614 (coversheet required)

Office: 
Behavioral Sciences #108

Office Hours: By appointment 

Class Times:
Monday 5:30 - 9:40 p.m.

Class Location: H102
Course Prerequisites:  None. 
Description:  
This course is designed as an examination of research methods used to solve social problems and resolve issues in public administration and criminal justice system components.  This course will stress the application of social-scientific approaches to problem solving through empirically based research. Additionally, you will learn how to apply the knowledge you have gained to gauge the work of others, academic and otherwise, in the field.  

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a demonstrable understanding of: 
1. Various research designs as well as the strengths and weaknesses of each;

2. Methods of data collection, interpretation, and analysis and how to make recommendations based on interpretation of these data;  and
3. Methods of academic critique pertaining to research put forth by other criminal justice researchers and professionals, particularly published research.  

Required Text:

Hartley, Richard D. (2011). Snapshots of Research: Readings in Criminology and Criminal Justice. Los 

Angeles: Sage. 

Ireland, Connie; Berg, Bruce L.; and Robert J. Mutchnick. (2010). Research Methods for Criminal Justice and 


the Social Sciences: Practice and Applications. Boston: Prentice Hall. 
Additional readings will accompany the text.  

Reading Assignments:

Reading assignments must be completed prior to class.  You will not be prepared to discuss the material or work on any in class assignments without reading beforehand.  Lectures are prepared based on the assumption that you have read all required material and conducted any and all assignments prior to the start of class.  

Grading:
· Final Product - Research Proposal:  You have a final paper requirement for this course.  Your final paper, a research proposal, will be graded primarily on content, including your understanding of a particular research methodology (e.g., experimentation, ethnography, survey research, etc.) utilized to answer a research question and/or test your research hypothesis(es). You will be asked to define a specific research question related to your research problem, conduct a literature review, develop a research design and analytic plan, and discuss the implications of possible findings from your proposed research. Note also that you will be graded on the overall quality of the paper, including readability, grammar, structure, and punctuation.  Make sure to get help with your writing if you are not a strong writer.  Make sure to do your own work in your own words.  Evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F for the class, no exceptions will be made. Following are characteristics for grades on your paper:

· A paper:  An A paper is one in which there are few, if any, errors.  This paper will contain all of the required components, and will have engaged existing research literature in a critical and constructive manner. Additionally, the research question or hypothesis to be researched will be logically connected to your methodological design.  This paper is one in which you have clearly demonstrated that you understand how to collect data in order to answer a research question, is well written at the graduate level, and is mainly free of any errors in writing. 

· B paper: this paper will cover the basic requirements of the assignment, yet is not as clear and cohesive as an A paper. In other words, while the basic requirements may be present, the logical connections and flow are not as evident.  Additionally, this paper has some problems with grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, or word usage.  

· C paper: this paper will cover the basic requirements of the assignment, yet contains serious problems with cohesiveness, especially as it pertains to demonstration that you understand the assignment and research methodology.  Also, this paper is likely to be written below a level that is accepted for graduate work.  

· D  paper: this paper is one that is not well written, and in which there is little demonstration that you understood the requirements of the assignment.  Additionally, a paper will be considered a D if it is virtually impossible to read due to grammar, spelling, and sentence structure errors.  

· F paper: this paper is one that contains little or no requirements of the assignment or is so poorly written that it cannot be read.  Additionally, any evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F in the final paper. 
Please do not ask me to review drafts ahead of time. I will only grade the proposal one time. It is extremely helpful to have someone else review your work for errors and thoughtfulness prior to submission. You are certainly free to ask specific questions along the way. No late proposals will be accepted (your proposal is due at the beginning of the last class). Your proposal is worth 35% of your final grade. A power point presentation of your proposal will be due the last week of class and is worth 10% of your final grade. 
· Weekly assignments.  You will have a weekly assignment due each week. These assignments will tie into the weekly readings or other media you are required to view for the week. These assignments will mainly come from the discussion questions and application exercises located in both of your texts. These assignments are designed to have you apply the material that you read in some substantive manner. These weekly assignments will help you get a better grasp on the material at hand. Assignments must be submitted in the beginning of the class period, within the first 10 minutes (bring two copies to class). Assignments after this point will not be accepted. Week assignments are worth 12.5 points each for each of the 8 weeks in which assignments are due (weeks 2-9). Weekly assignments are worth 25% of your final grade. 
· Presentation - Proposal:  You will be responsible for presenting your final proposal on the last day of class. You should plan on presenting in ‘conference’ style and via power point. More information about this will be discussed during the semester. Please do not ask to leave once you complete your presentation. This last class period is still a class period, please respect it as such. This presentation is worth 40 points toward your final grade, or 10% of the overall grade. 

· Participation: As an accelerated graduate research course, you are expected to come to all of your classes, be prepared and ready to participate at the start of each class.  As such, both of these factors are computed in your final grade. You will lose points if you miss a class or fail to participate. In addition, you may not miss more than ONE class for any reason. Upon your second absence, you will be administratively withdrawn from the course and you must wait to retake this required course when it is offered again. You should also plan on attending the entire class each week.  Do not ask when class will be finished. Do not ask to leave class early. Do not show up late. We will finish class no later than 9:40 p.m. each week. Discussion and participation are worth 80 points towards your final grade, or 20% of the overall grade. 
· Other: You will need to submit a research topic and question (10 points), a list of your proposed literature sources (10 points), and a detailed outline for your proposal (20 points). The dates are listed in the syllabus and we will discuss each of these in class. These items are worth a total of 40 points towards your final grade, or 10% of the overall grade. 
Final course grades will be computed as follows:

	Research Proposal
	140

	Research Proposal Presentation
	40

	Weekly Assignments
	100

	Participation
	80

	Research Topic, Literature Review Sources, Outline
	40

	Total Points
	400


Grade point distribution:

A = 90-100% of total points (360-400 points)
B = 80-89% of total points (320-359 points)

C = 70-79% of total points (280-319 points)

F = 0-69% of total points or below (279 points and below)

Classroom Etiquette
· Arrive to class on time and do not plan on leaving early. 
· Do not talk during lectures or discussions. If there are continual disruptions I will ask you to leave the class. 
· Do not read newspapers or other material during this class (unless otherwise instructed).
· Cell phones, MP3 or other media players, games, or any other electronic materials should be put away during this class. If I see you using any of these I will stop the lecture and ask you to put the item away. If I have to ask twice I will ask you to leave the class. 
	COURSE SCHEDULE



	Week One / October 3, 2011:   Introduction to the course and to the basis of social science research.  Discussion of course requirements, guidelines, and expectations.  Introduction to research proposal. 
· Reading
· Ireland – Chapters 1 & 4
· Hartley – Chapters 1 & 2


	Week Two / October 10, 2011:  Measurement & ethics. 
· Reading
· Ireland – Chapters 2 & 3
· Hartley – Chapters 3 & 4
· “Tearoom Trade: Impersonal Sex in Public Places” – Humphreys 


	Week Three / October 17, 2011:  Sampling & Development of the Research Question
· Reading
· Ireland – Chapter 5
· Hartley – Chapter 5


	Week Four / October 24, 2011:  Survey, Interviews, and Research Proposal & Plan. 
· Reading

· Ireland – Chapter 6 (pages 118-122)
· Hartley – Chapter 7
· Other
· Research Proposal Topic Due


	Week Five / October 31, 2011: Experimental Research, Literature Review, and Research Plan. 
· Reading

· Hartley – Chapter 6
· “Race at Work” – Pager & Western


	Week Six / November 7, 2011: Qualitative and field research.  
· Reading
· Ireland – Chapter 6 (pages 122-123)
· Hartley – Chapter 8
· “Gang Leader for a Day” – Venkatesh 
· List of 10 peer reviewed sources due – sources that will be used in the literature review portion of your research proposal. 




	Week Seven / November 14, 2011:  Unobtrusive research. Historical-comparative research.  
· Reading 
· Ireland – Chapter 6 (pages 123-124)
· Hartley – Chapter 9


	Week Eight / November 21, 2011: Mixed methods and methods of data analysis. 
· Reading
· Ireland – Chapter 6 (page 125)
· Hartley – Chapter 10
· Detailed proposal outline due (not a draft of your paper!)


	Week Nine / November 28, 2011:  Data analysis. Making a scientific presentation. Recap of course.  
· Ireland – Chapters 7 & 8


	Week Ten / December 5, 2011:  
· Research Proposal Due Today– NO EXCEPTIONS!

· Proposal Presentations
· No more than 15 minutes (timed presentation)
· Questions at end of all presentations


	The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus.  Any change will be announced in class. 


Chaminade University and MSCJA program policy requires graduate students to maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0.  Students whose graduate GPA falls below 3.0 will be placed on academic probation and given two terms to bring their GPA up to an acceptable 3.0 or higher level. Failure to do so will result in dismissal from the MSCJA program. Students will be allowed to repeat only two (2) courses.  After a third “C” grade, the student will be dismissed from the program.   
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