RE 314-95 Hebrew Scriptures
Fall Semester – Oct. 3 – Dec. 16, 2011
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Fonseca

PHONE:

277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – The Old Testament, An Introduction To The Hebrew Bible by Stephen L. Harris. (ISBN: 0-7674-0980-9).

Course Description

This course introduces the God of the Old Testament and details Israel’s relationship with that God over a two-thousand year journey of faith.  The sacred writings of the Pentateuch, as well as the Prophetic and Wisdom literature of Israel, will be examined in detail.  An understanding of Israel’s speech about the God who spoke is a worthy study in itself and an essential theological pre-history for understanding Jesus and Christianity.  

The significance of these sacred texts will be applied to life and religion in the modern world.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:

· knowledge of the origins of different religious traditions,  their historical development and their relationship with Christianity (PLO  2).

· knowledge of the central concepts of the major world religions  and an ability to compare their central ideas  with the ideas of Christian tradition (PLO2). 

· an understanding of the sacred sense of religious myth and religious ritual in all religious traditions. (PLO 6).

· an ability to analyze the impact of religions on moral and social life of different nations and compare it with the Christian tradition (PLO3).

· an understanding of the central role religions play in the formation and transmission of cultures (PLO 5).

· an understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).

MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND DIVERSITY

The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is an important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is at the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in the shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:

· Educate for formation in faith

     The methods utilized in teaching the course intend to help students find personal significance through the course content. The development of one’s being and spiritual self, the increase of the divine in one’s nature, and the presence of this idea in world religions increases the validity of faith for students. 

     From the recognition of mythological and early religious symbols, students are guided to ascend towards the symbolism of life and ultimately towards the Transcendent.

· Provide for an integral quality education

     The content of the course opens awareness to the plurality of religious traditions; teaches students to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views.

     Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of world religions were/are expressed in art, literature and various aspects of political and social life 

· Educate for family spirit

     The developing through the course the understanding of religion as a unity of persons with each other and all people within the Transcendent, intends to build the awareness of the necessity of faith as an instrument for the achievement of such a unity.

· Educate for service, justice and peace

     Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both a theoretical and personal point of view the values people have in relation to justice in our global era.                                 

     Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, with reference to the possibility of their realization through justice. 
· Educate for adaptation and change

     This course will help students to understand how important it is in our time to recognize the existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. In order to adjust to the fluidity of life it is important for students to learn from this course about permanence and change of human values in different cultures, their competition for dominance, their circulation and dissemination. 

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the Old Testament; 

2. the relationship of God to the people as expressed through the Old Testament; 

3. social and historical context of the various periods of development; 

4. interpretation of the Old Testament as formative for both Jewish and Christian communities. 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify the various genres within the Old Testament;

2.  discuss the images of God and their impact on the major themes;

3. explain the major themes of the Old Testament and their relevance to the Jewish and Christian faiths; 

4. discuss the historical and cultural influences on the development of the Old Testament. 

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



50 points

· Final Exam on campus or as arranged


20 points 

· Two essays that will be assigned



20 points

· Article research and reaction




10 points 

Grade scale

A = 90-100 points

B = 80-89 points

C = 70-79 points

D = 63-69 points

F < 63 points

Online discussions 

Students are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of four times per unit. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to the question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question (by Wednesday night); 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by two other persons group (by Friday night); 
3. Response to others’ reactions/questions to your initial post; 
Points will be deducted if you do not post on the discussion board in a timely manner. (e.g. posting your week one discussion question during week 2). Please be sure to read the On-line etiquette.
Final exam

If you are on O’ahu, you must take the final exam in person at the one of the designated locations. If you are not on O’ahu, you will need to make arrangements for a proctor to administer the exam. Details will be forthcoming. 

If you are not on Oahu during the final week of class, and verification is necessary such as airline ticket, you must make arrangements with the unversity to take the final by some other method.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Essays

Essays are listed and assigned with specific due dates. Your essays will be submitted using a drop box for the unit that pertains to that assignment.

Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis or summary statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles using MLA format. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays as an attachment to instructor using Web CT’s mail system. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

 

Article Research and Reaction

Students are able to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the Hebrew Scripture and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the Old Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right. This article essay is due as listed on the schedule. You will post a brief summary as part of your discussion for one of the last units of the term.

 

Three Rs of Online Etiquette
 

Read and write carefully


Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect


Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly


Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking” and it becomes the receiving person’s perception on how your words were said.  Once words are posted there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

Please keep in mind that everyone is entitled to their opinions and there should be NO put-downs, name calling, or other hurtful remarks.  It is a time for growth, to look at other opinions or options, to stretch us, that is what learning is all about.  As the instructor I do reserve the right to delete any postings that I deem disrespectful.
May the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be glorified in all places through the Immaculate Virgin Mary.
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SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS    Subject to revision

	Date 
	Course Content
	Assignment for next class

	Oct. 3
	Introduction 
Sukkot in Israel! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cok_4N1ZbqY
Time: 3:24 

A narrated video about Sukkot, clearly articulating many details about the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Fiddler on the Roof – Sabbath Prayer (with subtitles) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnaZqHy2ZHETime: 2:22 The Sabbath prayer scene from the musical Fiddler on the Roof
	Reading assignment: 

Harris,– Chapters 1-2
Essay #1 DD in drop box Oct. 17
What was the Jewish portrait of God.  What was the Divine-Human Relationship like?
Discussion questions and reaction to you-tube videos

	Oct. 10
	The Biblical World: Culture and Religion
 Shema

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfF6-TkAnBM
Time: 3:12 A chanting of the Shema with Hebrew subtitles and video footage of Jewish people praying at the Wall.

	Reading assignment: 

Harris,– Chapters 3-4

Discussion questions

	Oct. 17
	The Torah
Judaism http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W_PyVhOJTs
Time: 1:10 An overview of Judaism, with an explanation of the basis of the religion, holidays, and some of its symbols.
	Reading Assignment
 Harris, Chapters 5-7

For discussion: Read Genesis 2-3 Based on the story who would you say is guilty of the fall of mankind and why. Please back up your statement as if you are in a court of law.

	Oct. 24
	The Torah, continue

Read Jacob’s struggle with God (Gn 32:23-32) Describe a time when you wrestled with God or his word. What did you want to do? What did the Lord want you to do? Who won the struggle? How did you feel afterwards? Added Reflection: A beautiful sky can reveal God’s glory; describe the most spectacular sky you ever saw. 
Article Research and Reaction DD in drop box Nov. 21
Please read syllabus for information on paper

	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapters 8-10

Discussion questions

Essay # 2 DD in drop box Nov. 7
Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and look up song lyrics to Turn, Turn, Turn.  The song was popular in the early ‘70s at the height of the Viet Nam war.  What was the message the author was conveying and how was the message relevant during the Viet Nam war? Does the author offer anything resembling an explanation for the presence of evil in the world?   

	Oct. 31
	The Prophets (Nevi’im) Part 1

	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 11-15

Discussion questions

 

	Nov. 7
	The Prophets (Nevi’im) Part 2

	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 16-21

Discussion questions


	Nov. 14
	The Writings (Kethuvim)

	Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapter 22-28

Discussion questions


	Nov. 21

	Additions to the Hebrew Scriptures
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	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 29-31

Discussion questions

 

	Nov. 28
	Apocalyptic Hope, Judeo-Christian Bible


	Any last minute discussions/ questions
Study for exam


	Dec. 5
	Final Exam

	








