Chaminade University of Honolulu
Philosophy 100-50—Introduction to Philosophy


	Instructor:  
	Mr. Aliman Sears, MA, CPRP
	
	Instructor Phone:
	381-6681

	Location:
	Eiben 202
	
	Instructor E-mail:
	directspirit@gmail.com

	Days/Times:
	MWF 2:30-3:20
	
	Office Hours:
	As arranged in advance

	Bookstore:
	735-4789
	
	Website:
	 





	COMMUNICATIONS:  Email me ASAP (not during class) so that I may add your preferred email address to my list so we can communicate by email for updates, etc.  I will delete your address after the class is over.
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	[image: ]SYLLABUS IS A CONTRACT:  This syllabus is a form of a contract between the instructor and student.  It explains all important duties, deadlines, and evaluative procedures associated with this course.  It is the student’s responsibility to understand it thoroughly.  If you have any questions about any portion of it, then ask the instructor as soon as possible.  If you lose the syllabus, immediately obtain a copy from a fellow student and/or contact the instructor.  Write down—right now—the instructor’s phone number and email address in another location in case you lose the syllabus.  Loss of the syllabus will not excuse a student from any deadlines or other responsibilities.  Updates to the syllabus may be issued.  Check date at bottom of each page.




	COURSE DESCRIPTION / OBJECTIVES:  An examination of the role, themes, arguments, and discursive styles that characterize philosophy as an intellectual discipline.  Both traditional and critical theories will be considered.  By studying major topics in philosophy and various approaches to them, students who successfully complete the course will have a basic understanding of the practice and history of philosophical inquiry.  By the end of the course, students should be able to explain the major questions and proposed answers in western philosophy.  The course forms a foundation for continued study in philosophy, critical thinking or various fields related to ethics, and provides another perspective on human nature and society that will be useful for students regardless of their university major and career choices.  This class may also help the student come to a deeper understanding of self and the human condition.




	VOCABULARY, ASSIGNED READING, and ACTIVE STUDYING:

You are more likely to get a good grade and get a lot more out of the course if you focus on three things: 

1) Philosophical Vocabulary
2) Assigned Reading
3) Active Studying of the assigned text
 (
1)   
Vocabulary:
  Active studying also means actively seeking out word definitions.  Language is power.  Mastery of vocabulary is fundamental to succeeding in the university, in raising your IQ, 
or in securing your desired career
.  Make vocabulary cards on 3x5 note cards and carry them with you all the time.  When you have a spare moment, waiting in line or 
for the bus
, pull the cards out and review them.  Use
 one or both of the two online dictionaries (listed below) 
to get definitions for your cards
.  Another reason vocabulary is important is that you will correctly use at least 30 vocabulary terms in the proper context in your take home final exam.
)










 (
2)   
Assigned Reading:
  Doing the assigned reading and studying prior to class is critical.  If 
you fall behind in your studying, you 
may 
be anxiety-ridden and frustrated.  
Getting the job done 
is what getting a degree 
is all
 about.  It’s NOT about memorizing facts, like Socrates was born in 469 BCE.  No one will ever care if you know that date or not.  They WILL care if you are able to get the job done.
)






 (
3)  
Active Studying:
  
In doing your assigned reading, y
ou must actively study the material as opposed to passively reading it.  There are three steps to active studying:
Review (skim) the reading first to establish a context.  Read headings, topic sentences & focus especially on conclusions
 and summaries
 (think of what you could get out of a mystery novel
 if you read the conclusion first
—it’s the same with philosophical or other text
).
Read through the material fairly quickly, 
don’t stop. C
oncentrat
e on 
only the overall or key ideas.  Force yourself to keep going—don’t stop to try to
 understand it deeply.
Then, read it more slowly for understanding as you normally do.  This 
third 
pass is when a more thorough understanding takes place.  
Ask yourself questions about what the text means and how it fits into the larger context.  
Students usually skip the first two steps and move right to this third step, and as a result they get much less out of the reading.
)
















	ONLINE RESOURCES:  
	Formal sources for Term Paper:  Other than online encyclopedias or research websites to which you are registered for a fee (such as LexisNexis, etc.), and/or sites that are peer reviewed (very few exist), the following two sources are the only internet sources which may be used in your Works Cited (quoted from) for your Term Paper:  The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:  http://plato.stanford.edu/ and The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://www.iep.utm.edu/.

	Informal Sources:  Looking up single vocabulary terms or for informal information on a subject: 
Philosophy Pages Dictionary:  http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/index.htm (also has an encyclopedia), The SWIF Free Online Dictionary of Philosophy:  http://www.swif.uniba.it/lei/foldop/contents.html, and Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy).  These are for your information and studying only; do not use these as one of your sources for your Term Paper.



	

[image: ]ACADEMIC HONESTY / PLAGIARISM:  Academic honesty is central to learning and scholarship.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.  Cheating will be dealt with strictly and swiftly, and I will recommend to the administration of Chaminade University the strongest possible punitive measures.  Plagiarism, (claiming another’s writing as your own) will not be tolerated.  Eight (major) words in a row that appear in your written work and in an Internet or published source may be considered plagiarism.




	[image: C:\Users\owner\Desktop\Images\talking.jpg]CLASS DISCUSSION:  We all learn by the attempt to constructively criticize the viewpoint of the other.  Do not be afraid of speaking up and being wrong, because making a comment that is incorrect is just as instructive as saying something that is correct. Everything is instructive.  Remember, however, that the discussion is centered primarily on the text and lecture material and only secondarily on your personal beliefs and opinions.

	REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:  David Stewart, Gene Blocker, and James Petrik.  Fundamentals of Philosophy.  7th ed.  Upper Saddle River: Prentice-Hall.  2010.



	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING—FIVE ITEMS:

	1.  Quizzes (120 points)
	4.  Term paper (100 points)

	2.  Participation: Class Q&A and In-Class Assignments (80 points)
	5.  Final Exam (60 points)

	3.  Midterm Exam (60 points)
	      Extra Credit (20 points possible)

	
Notes:  
· Limitations are placed on final grades due to attendance problems as explained below.
· Make up work must be done for all absences.



With these five requirements, you will be able to earn a maximum of 420 regular points in this course.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course:

 (
378
 and above (90% and above) 
“
A
”
336 – 377
 (80% to 89.9%)  
“B”
294 – 3
3
5
 (70% to 79.9%)  
“C”
252 – 293
 (60% to 69.9%)  
“D”
251
 or below (59.9% and below)  
“F”
)











	COURSE REQUIREMENTS / GRADING (DETAIL):
1. Quizzes
Quizzes are based on readings for class.  You must complete assigned readings prior to classes in order to do well on the quizzes.  The highest portion of your final grade is based on the quizzes because reading prior to class is the most important aspect of this class.  The Quiz will be taken home and completed while you do the reading.  There will be 12 quizzes, each worth 10 points, for a total of 120 possible points.


2. Participation:  Class Q&A and In-Class Assignments
a. Class Q&A:  The instructor will call on students once or more during the lecture / discussion portion, and the student is required to give an answer or a relevant comment.  Over the course of 40 classes, you will be able to earn 80 points (2 points per class).
b. In-Class Assignments:  These are not graded, but if you do not participate in In-Class assignments or they are insufficiently completed, you will lose one point.
c. Missed classes = zero Class Q&A points.
3. Midterm Exam:  Standard written exam, completed in class.  (60 possible points)

4. Term Paper (see class handouts) (100  possible points)

5. Final Exam
a) The take home final exam will be cumulative.  It will be the following:  “Discuss the interrelations between logic/critical thinking, metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics.”  You now know the question for the final.
b) The same parameters as the term paper apply (eight pages minimum, double-spaced 12 point font, etc.)  
c) It will include bolded and underlined (or yellow highlighted if printed in color) vocabulary terms.  Select 30 terms from the glossary of your textbook, and/or from a philosophical dictionary.  Ensure you use the terms properly and in the proper context.  (That is, do not construct a sentence which does not logically flow (a non sequitur) simply for the purpose of using a vocabulary word.)
d) The written portion of the exam is due on the final exam day.  
e) In order to accommodate different learning styles, there will be an oral portion also:
i. At the final exam class you will briefly present your exam orally to the instructor.  
ii. The exam will primarily be graded on the written portion, while the oral portion can only increase your grade.  
iii. Names will be chosen at random, and after your presentation to the instructor you are free to leave.
iv. You must remain in the classroom while you are waiting for your turn.
v. You are allowed to review your exam and make written corrections to it while you wait, but you are not allowed to edit it on a computer and print it out at this point.
f) The final exam is worth 60 points.



			EXTRA CREDIT:
[image: ]The instructor will post a YouTube video “What is Philosophy?” and other YouTubers will respond to it.  You will earn 5 points per video, up to a maximum of four (4) videos, for 20 points, when the instructor determines that you have posted thoughtful, planned out, academically appropriate, and generous video responses to the YouTubers.  This means discerning that which is good and correct in the other person’s presentation, and building consensus with agreement rather than simply disagreeing.  Email the link to the instructor, who will review your video, and determine if you meet the standards for the extra credit points.




LIMITATIONS PLACED ON GRADE DUE TO ATTENDANCE:

a) First Class:  The first class does not count for absence/tardy total.

b) Excused vs. Unexcused:  There is no difference between the two types.

c) Absence:  A missed class, or any other portion of a class in which 20 or more minutes (contiguous or non-contiguous) are missed. Contact the instructor before class if you are unable to attend.   NOTE: Five (5) times tardy equals one (1) absence.

d) Tardy:  Anytime which you arrive after attendance is taken but not yet 20 minutes into class.

e) Make-Up Work:
i) Make-up work must be submitted for every missed class.  Rare exceptions where make-up work is not required:  when the student has a doctor’s note or proof of a mandatory event such as funeral. Other reasons still require make-up work (overslept, missed bus, forgot, had to work, traffic, dog got sick…)
ii) Student completes a three (3) page double-spaced narrative summary on the reading for the missed class (or for the class where the fifth (5th) tardy is acquired).  “Narrative summary” means an objective summary of the text, with student’s own examples, not the student’s opinion or personal views.  The summary includes no direct quotations; it is entirely in the student’s own words (paraphrasing is allowed as long as the passages are noted in the text). 
iii) Student also makes up any missed quiz and other in-class work.

f) Deadline for Make-Up Work:  All make-up work must be submitted within one (1) week of the missed class.


	No. of Absences
	Consequences:

	0 – 4 absences
	May get up to an “A” for the course, contingent upon points from the five requirements.

	5 - 6 absences
	May get up to a “B” for the course, contingent upon points from the five requirements.

	7 absences
	May get up to a “C” for the course, contingent upon points from the five requirements.

	8  absences 
	May get up to a “D” for the course, contingent upon points from the five requirements.

	9 or more absences
	Student should withdraw or be administratively withdrawn or fail the course









OTHER ITEMS:
1. All work turned in during class must be easily legible; if done outside of class it must be typed.
2. [image: ]Extra Help:  We can arrange to meet at mutually convenient times or locations.  You may phone or e-mail anytime.
3. All mobile devices off or on vibrate mode during class.
4. Strictly NO internet or web browsers open during class (laptops/devices for taking notes OK).
5. This class is not a platform for your personal ideology.  Discussions will usually center primarily on the textbook material and the lecture material.
6.  (
Or have it on vibrate if your job req
uires you to monitor your phone
)This class will challenge your personal beliefs.  Put them aside so you can learn another point of view.
7. I do NOT tolerate someone disrespecting me or another person by talking while someone else is in the middle of making a point.  Focus your attention at all times on the person who has the floor.
8. [image: ]You are responsible for knowing all the assigned reading material, regardless of whether or not we discuss it in class.
9. I do NOT tolerate side conversations.  If you have something to say, say it to everyone.
10. I get up at 4:30 am, too.  I do not tolerate sleeping during class.
11. Do not eat during class.
12. Keep copies on your computer and keep all hard copies of documents that are graded and returned to you until AFTER you get your final grade.
13. All typed narrative work (term paper, reading summaries, make-up work, etc.) will be submitted on 8½ x 11 inch standard paper, double-spaced, with 12 point font, and one-inch margins all around.
14. All work is to be submitted only on 8½ x 11 inch standard paper, and shall include the assignment title (usually found on the syllabus) the date due (not any other date), and student name.  All pages are to be stapled or otherwise bound together.
15. You are expected to obey the Chaminade code of conduct (in student handbook & college catalog).  It basically says that you must treat everyone with respect.


CLASS SCHEDULE  (SUBJECT TO MINOR AMENDMENT)

	DATE
	CLASS ACTIVITY
	ASSIGNMENTS/READING DUE FOR NEXT WEEK:

	
Week #1:

8/22
8/24
8/26
	MON:  Discussion of syllabus and expectations
WED:  Discussion of syllabus and expectations
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 1
FRI:  Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 1

	Ch. 1, 3
Ch. 4 (omit “Recent Developments in Phil” pp. 36-38)

	
Week #2:

8/29
(8/30 Add-Drop ends)
8/31
9/2
	MON:  Quiz Ch. 1 (students have notes from instructor)
Lecture/Discussion: Ch.  2, 3, 4

WED:  Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 2, 3, 4

FRI:  Quiz Ch. 3, 4 (ch. 2 not on quiz)
Lecture/Discussion: Ch. 3, 4
	Ch. 5
Ch. 6 (only pp. 45-54)



	
Week #3:

9/5 (HOLIDAY)
9/7
9/9

	MON:  No Class
WED:  Quiz Ch. 5, 6

Week:
Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Handout on Socratic Method (ch. 4)
--Discuss Quiz Ch. 5, 6
--Discuss Handout Ch. 6 “Argument Forms”

Handout for next week:  “Philosophy of Science”

	Ch. 8 (only pp. 74-80, Fallacies)

Handout on Philosophy of Science


	
Week #4:

9/12
9/14
9/16
	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Fallacies
--Discuss Philosophy of Science Reading 


	Handout on Philosophy of Science


	
Week #5:

9/19
9/21
9/23
	Lectures/Discussions:
--Phil of Science
--Discuss Term Papers (Handouts)

	Reading: Epistemology
Ch. 15, 16

	
Week #6:

9/26
9/28
9/30
	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Epistemology Ch. 15, 16


	
Reading: Epistemology
Ch. 17, 18
Kant Handouts



	Week #7:

10/3
10/5
10/7
	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Epistemology, Ch. 17, 18
--Kant Handouts
--MIDTERM EXAM
	Reading: Ch. 20 + Ethics Handouts


	
Week #8:

10/10 (NO CLASS)
10/12
10/14

	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Ch. 20 + Ethics Handouts

	Reading: Ch. 20 + Ethics Handouts

	
Week #9:

10/17
10/19
10/21

	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Ch. 20 + Ethics Handout
--TNG Episode: “Ethics”

	Reading: Eastern Thought: Selections from Ch. 38, 39,40,41 + Tolle

	
Week #10:

10/24
10/26
10/28

	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Eastern Thought
--Discuss Eckhart Tolle

	Reading: Eastern Thought: Selections from Ch. 38, 39,40,41 + Tolle

	
Week #11:

10/31
11/2
11/4 (Withdraw Deadline)

	Lectures/Discussions:
--Discuss Eastern Thought
--Discuss Eckhart Tolle

	Reading:  Part 3 (What is Real? —Metaphysics) pp. 82-103, 111-116, 128-139, Plus TNG Handout “Measure of a Man”

Reading: “Nature Alive”  (From Whitehead, Modes of Thought pp. 202-232)

	
Week #12

11/7
11/9
11/11 (NO CLASS)


	SUBMIT TERM PAPER

--Lecture/Discussion: Metaphysics


	Reading:  Part 3 (What is Real? —Metaphysics) pp. 82-103, 111-116, 128-139, Plus TNG Handout “Measure of a Man”

Reading: “Nature Alive”  (From Whitehead, Modes of Thought pp. 202-232)

	
Week #13

11/14
11/16
11/18


	Lecture/Discussion: Metaphysics
TNG Episode:  “Measure of a Man”

	
Reading Part 8:  (Social and Political Philosophy) pp. 380-420.  (Must cover this area on your Final Exam)

	
Week #14

11/21
11/23
11/25 (NO CLASS)

	Lecture/Discussion: Metaphysics
“What The Bleep Do We Know?”

Lecture/Discussion: Bringing it all together: Relations between Logic, Epistemology, Ethics, Metaphysics

	Make-up/Review Reading; Start writing Final Exam

	
Week #15

11/28
11/30
12/2 (LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION)

	REVIEW

Lecture/Discussion: Bringing it all together: Relations between Logic, Epistemology, Ethics, Metaphysics

	Write your Final Exam

	Mon. Dec. 5th 
1:15 to 3:15
Final Exam
	Submit written portion of Final Exam.  Do oral portion of Final Exam.
	Good Luck: have a nice, philosophical life.
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