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Syllabus: RE 338, PH 338, SO 338

Professor: Joseph H. Lackner, SM, Ed.D., Ph.D.
Phone: 808 739 8512
Email: joseph.lackner@chaminade.edu
Web Page: http://sites.google.com/site/donotsendtoknow/
Office Hours: by appointment
Office: Henry Hall 206N

Catalogue Descriptions of PH 338, RE 338, SO 338 Religion, Philosophy and Social Ethics
Designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy, [psychology]  and sociology. Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical, sociological, and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of: 1) social and individual dynamics; 2) the relevance of multicultural studies to contemporary public issues; how societal and social structural factors influence individual behavior and the development of the self.  Prerequisites:  one of the following: RE 103, RE 205, RE 211, PH 101, PH 105

Goals:
to provide an opportunity for students to explore the concepts of culture, society, self, ethics and the interrelations among them
to provide an opportunity for students reflect on issues of globalization and on its real life applications
to provide an opportunity for students to examine various theories of society and self
to provide an opportunity for students to review social ethical theories, including those from the Buddhist and Catholic traditions, and their application in real-life situations

Objectives: 
students will demonstrate a knowledge of the theories of culture, society and self
students will demonstrate a knowledge of various approaches to social ethics
students will demonstrate a knowledge of globalizations and its strengths and limitations
students will recognize the application of ethical theories to various real-life cases

To Achieve Some of the Program Student Learning Outcomes of Sociology
1. Scientific knowledge of the structure, processes, and functions of society in relation to understanding human behavior;
2. Grounding in social theory and research methodology and their integration; and knowledge base and critical perspective to participate in society as an informed citizen; 
3.The basis for self-reflection in relation to the nature of the group and of the group dynamics.

To Achieve Some of the Student Learning Outcomes of Religious Studies
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition.
2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for service, social justice, and peace.
3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values.

To Achieve Some of the Program Learning Outcomes of Philosophy
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of  the major similarities and differences in approaches and content of classical and contemporary ethical theories.
2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of justice, its relationships to peace and its context in Catholic Social Teaching and how this tradition compares with other theories of justice and peace.

Course Content:
An overview of the concept of culture and attendant ethical issues
An overview of globalization and attendant ethical issues with some focus on immigration
A consideration of the self and its formation  and attendant ethical issues
A consideration of some sociological and philosophical theories of society, state, government and attendant ethical issues
A consideration of a Buddhist conception of social ethics
A consideration of Catholic Social Teaching 

Requirements:
1. Students will attend and participate in class
2. Students will read notes from class posted on the internet each day after class
3. Students will complete assignments
a. Read short assigned articles provided via the internet and answer questions
b.View certain films and answer questions about them.
c. Complete a structured interview prepared by the professor
d. Complete one of the two following options: 
i. Submit eight separate annotations of eight journal articles (one page each) on issues of social ethics following a model given by the professor.  The material annotated must be from a journal (not some stand alone internet source like a blog) and of at least 8 pages each.  Its length will be one page and presented via the internet.  A hard copy of the articles must be presented to the professor.  For my purposes, an annotation consists of the bibliographical information at the head of the paper, significant points from the article, followed by page numbers, where the material can be found, and any questions the reader may have after reading the article. A model annotation will be distributed in class.
OR
ii. Participate in Project S.H.I.N.E.  (a service-learning opportunity)
4. Students will complete quizzes and tests
The quizzes and tests will mainly be of an objective nature (e.g., true and false, multiple choice, etc.)
6. Students will complete a final essay


Due Dates:
Short answers via internet as assigned 
Short Quizzes: Sept 8, Sept 29, Oct 13, Oct 27, Nov 17
These will be completed on line and open book.
Structured Interview: October 20 submitted on www.livetext.com
Major Tests: Sept 20, Oct 29
These will be completed on line and open book.
Exam: Dec , 7, 8:30 – 10:30 AM
The exam will be completed in class; no notes, etc. permitted.
Final Essay: Dec 9 submitted on www.livetext.com 
Annotations or Service Learning: Completed by November 28
Service Learning Students must submit a short reflection paper via the internet.

Grading 
As indicated below, a certain number of points will be allotted for each item.  The grade will be calculated by dividing the total possible number of points into the number of points the student earned.
Short Quizzes				  20 points per quiz
Short Answer Assignments		    5 points per assignment
Tests					100 points per test
Annotation or Service Learning	100 points
Structured Interview			  50 points
Final Essay				  75 points	
Examination				200 points
Extra Credit May Be Available During the Semester

Text:
There is no need to purchase a book.  All texts will be available through my website – http://sites.google.com/site/neversendtoknow/ (available now) or www.livetext.com, which students will be able to access by the end of the second week of school.  After each class period, class notes will be posted on my website.

Academic Honesty (taken from CUH Student Handbook, Academic Planner 48-49)
“Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research.  It is one of the values recognized most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violation of the principles of academic honesty are extremely serious and will not be tolerated.
Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.
Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division.  Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question, to an ‘F’ for the course, to suspension or dismissal from the University.”

Other Class Issues
Attendance Policy:  
Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more will be withdrawn from the class.  There are 42 scheduled classes for this course.  More than four absences will result in a grade loss.  More than eight absences will result in withdrawal from the class. 
Tardy: 
Arrival in the class after role is taken constitutes a tardy. Two tardy arrivals are equal to one absence.
Cell Phones:
Phones must be turned off during class time.
Texting:
Students found texting during class time will be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the class period.

Syllabus Subject to Change


