CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU                                                       Semester: Fall 2011-2012
COURSE: Expository Writing - EN.102-03-1/ EN.102-05-1                           Instructor:   J.-C. Cherica, Ph.D.
Object:   I. GRADING   II.  SYLLABUS

I.    Grading
       The aggregate final grade assigned for the course will be a combination of the following:
a. The average grade for the five mini-essay assignments to be turned in on schedule
b. The average grade for the two in-class written assignments (Midterm I and II)
c. The grade given for the Research Paper
Note: Appreciation in regard to individual class participation will not be translated into a letter grade. However, it may or may not influence the final decision concerning the grade recorded for the semester.  Frequent absences and excessive tardiness will, needless to say, be taken into account.

              			               CLASS PARTICIPANTS’ WORKLOAD
In addition to the day-to-day routine assignments (reading in particular) for class activities, the following are required to determine your grade for the semester:

A. ESSAY WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (3 to 5 pages long minimum each. Footnotes and endnotes required)                                                                                                                                                               N.B. Presentation: MLA format. (Essay not typed or turned in late will not be accepted.)

              Due Date                         Essay #                     Mode                                                         Grade
09/16                                 1                              Descriptive/Narrative                            ______
09/30                                 2                              Process Analysis                                      ______
10/21                                 3                              Comparison/Contrast                             ______
11/07                                 4                              Definition                                                  ______
11/23                                 5                              Argumentation/Persuasion                   ______
    IN-CLASS WRITING TESTS counting as combined Midterm exam:
       Fri. Oct 07:   A short critical essay on a reading selected in The Contemporary Reader
Fri. Oct 28:  Critical essay on a literary text: a story by F. Scott Fitzgerald, ‘The Curious Case of Benjamin Button’ (very short text). Copies will be furnished before the end of the month of September. Background information will be examined in class. A little research on your part is expected, too. (Open book writing test)                                                                 
B. THE RESEARCH PROJECT due Monday, November 28 (the date to turn it in is imperative. No exception.) The project must be of a reasonable length, substantial content and with substantive (meaningful) aim, all denoting that the writer researched the subject in a serious fashion so as to fulfill the purpose of EN. 102 as the latter was defined early in the semester – that is, to convey information using the rhetorical tools learned and used to hone one’s writing skills, bearing in mind the following: to succeed in rousing the reader’s interest as well as convincing and persuading that both, matter and objective, were worth the writer’s time to put the project together and get it off the ground; subsequently, worth the reader’s time to get acquainted with
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          the object of the research project, on the one hand (for the reader this translates into what
          can be viewed as the discovery of an area of knowledge new, interesting and worthy of his 
          consideration);  besides,  made accessible  -- readable, that is -- in the sense of having been 
                 rhetorically ‘mapped out’ , so to speak, by the writer who set out to do the research and went
                 about reporting on it); and,  upon the other, worth the reader’s time to want to assess the                   
                 value of the result achieved (here a matter of appreciation, hence critical judgment).  In a                                                                                       
                 nutshell, shall we say, the idea of stimulating the reader’s critical thought is the name of the 
                 game.

II.   SYLLABUS

               Week of Aug 22 (Week 1). M/W/F (rubrics of agenda lumped together for this past week)
               General introduction to the course: presentation of Ways and Means in regard to objectives        
               and method; learning resources. Handout aimed to provide general guidelines
1. Preparation for the Diagnostic Essay to be turned in on Friday 08/26: distinguishing between subject, topic and thesis. Notions of modes (5 retained for the course) of discussing topic and developing thesis; diction; grammar/syntax and mechanics (punctuation, transitions in articulating the body of thought forming the essay proper). SUGGESTED TOPIC:
“Illustrate a common saying about persons, animals or things in Nature, using the descriptive/narrative mode to explain what you wish to say.” (The essay can be written in the autobiographical vein.)
2. In class discussion on the following topic: ‘Connecting with the Reader’, The Craft and Research, pp. 16-27
3. Reading assignment for Wed 08/ 24: The Contemporary Reader, ‘My Hips, My Caderas’, pp. 57-59

               Week of August 29 (Week 2). M/W/F (rubrics of agenda lumped together for the same reason)
1. Critical Reading with emphasis on a) subject, topic and thesis. b) Constructing the descriptive essay around a dominant impression to be conveyed so as to distinguish the descriptive theme from the mere factual listing of details. (lecture and questions leading to critical thinking about the text). The Contemporary Reader,’ The Weight of the World’  pp. 61-63
2. Correction of the Diagnostic Essay: formulation of thesis/ problems of grammar, diction and punctuation. For in-class exercise and home assignment:  Handouts featuring listing of quotes to be  interpreted so as to define subject, outline topic and formulate possible thesis in reaction to the meaning of each quote. Handouts about errors of grammar and diction.
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        Week of Sept 05  (week 3)
· Mon 09/05  LABOR DAY
*   Wed 09/07:  (1) Class Discussion. Topic: Linking Wording and Reasoning. Materials taken from The Brief Penguin Handbook, pp. 75-76.  (Handout).  Practice: each case of verbal fallacy is first corrected then the revised statement is discussed to see how it could be developed into a paragraph in which the topic is outlined as a piece of discourse and a thesis formulated (collective effort); the instructor will present one fully developed paragraph written out to serve as  example of rhetorical solution presented to the class. Afterward each student is to write a paragraph on a case of his or her own choosing following the same pattern (correction and discussion in class) – 25 minutes-  Home assignment due Fri 09/09: pick three other cases, each leading to the writing of a paragraph following the same pattern as indicated above.  Home assignments collected on Fri 09/09.               (2) The descriptive Theme due Fri 09/16. Suggested Topic: ‘ A memorable event which changed the            
        course of your life or influenced an important decision which you took’ .[ Class work: How to draft an     
         outline (synopsis) following brainstorming to build up stock of ideas leading to reflection on their 
         relevance and usefulness.  Suggested pattern for outline: Part I. A: a. b.; Part II. A: a. b.; making sure       
         that A and B relate clearly to the topic and a. and b. are indicative of the development of the thesis. 
         (25 minutes).  Cont’d as home assignment with control by brief conference with the instructor if 
          needed or by questions raised in class. This practice of essay planning will also Serve as basis for the 
         planning of the Research Paper later on]. 
· Fri 09/09: In-class writing:  a critical review in essay form, of one or two paragraphs long in length, of the two essays read previously in weeks 1 and 2.  Your brief review must stand as a critical statement in which you evaluate the two contrasting opinions about the role of culture in determining what female beauty consists in. (This is an ‘open book’ writing exercise for practice on succinct organization of an argument within the limits of one paragraph introduced by a thesis statement and directly supported by references to  the textual source of information, a primary source of information, that is (the essays by their authors, which you read). (30 minutes)  / Introduction to BIBLIOGRAPHY (list of works cited): purpose and format (MLA)

Week of Sept 12 (Week 4)
· Mon 09/12:  1) Homework on verbal fallacies returned to you with comments. 2) Mechanics and Punctuation: The Brief Penguin Handbook, pp. 469-489 (handouts provided for problem solving skills in revision/editing)
· Wed 09/14:    Grammar (handouts). Grammatical errors found in essay assignments. Review of parts of speech in contrast with units of thought for more effective editing (very important)
·  Fri  09/16: Essay # 1 (descriptive) due. Introduction to the Process Analysis Mode (Theme #2) 
Reading assignment for Wed 09/21:  The Contemporary Reader, pp. 411-415 ‘How to get a College Education’. Critical reading bearing on theme, structure, paragraphing, concluding part
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Week of Sept. 19  (Week 5)
· Mon o9/19: the topic of essay# 2 dealing with the Process analysis mode is of your own choosing. Something along the lines of, say, how a product is manufactured to meet certain safety requirements; how a social or economic situation has evolved as the result of a set of known conditions and circumstances whether anticipated or not; how your local government is made operative given the principles upon which it is based and the wishes and constitutional rights of those administered by it; planning the organization of a club; finding a way to minimize the problem of illegal immigration; how to best educate children in a liberal society.  The aforementioned are just a few examples given by way of useful  suggestions for this assignment.
· Wed 09/21: Critical Thinking on the essay ‘ How to get a College Education’, pp. 416 (question 1)
and written exercise, done in class, bearing on question# 2 (one or two paragraphs  in answer to that question – 25 minutes)
·  Fri 09/23: How to deal with sources (primary and secondary). Quotations, footnotes. MLA norms.  
                Also, ref. to The Craft of Research, pp. 200-202.  Topic: research and acknowledging sources. 
                Index cards for the Research paper: what, where, for what purpose

Week of Sept 26  (week 6)
· Mon 09/26:  The Contemporary Reader, ‘ Targeting a New World’, pp. 81-85. Overview of the essay and implications for Theme # 3 on the comparison/contrast mode. (Cont’d.)
· Wed 09/28:  Oral EXPOSE for the Research Paper (due 10/03). Planning your report. Additional comments: The Craft of Research, pp.177-186
· Fri 09/30: Essay # 2 (Process Analysis Theme) due. Quiz on the content of the handouts on EXPOSITORY WRITING. Information handed out to the class at the outset of the course in the first week of the semester      

Week of Oct  03 (Week 7)
· Mon 10/03:  Turn in a written abstract of the research Paper. Further discussion in regard to it
· Wed 10/05: Essay # 2 returned with corrections and comments for class discussion                
· Friday 10/07: Research Paper abstract handed back with comments. Bibliography due Fri 10/14
       Midterm Essay Test (Part I. See ‘In-class Writing Test under ‘Participant’s Workload)

Week of Oct 10 (week 8)
· Mon 10/10: Midterm essays (Part I) handed back
· Wed 10/12 : The Comparison Contrast Mode (essay #3 due 10/21, Topic of your own choosing). Start reading the story by F. Scott Fitzgerald ‘The Curious case of Benjamin Button’ (52 pages in the book. Handouts: 26 pages in photocopied version). In-class Midterm Writing Test scheduled for Fri 10/28). Background information will be provided in class during the month of October.
· Fri 10/14: Outline and introductory paragraph of essay#3 in class
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              Week of Oct 17 (Week 9)
· Mon 10/17:  The Craft of Research, pp. 203-210. Revising the argument and organization with 
              special reference to the Research Paper (Bring your first draft to class for review and discussion)
· Wed 10/19:  Sentence Structure and paragraph exercise (Handouts)
· Fri 10/21:  Essay #3 (Comparison/Contrast Theme due). Talking about the essay of F. Scott  Fitzgerald: generating ideas for essay writing                                                                                     

Week of Oct 24 (Week 10) + Monday, Oct 31                      
· Mon Oct 24:  Essay# 3 handed back. Comments, revision and editing in class
· Wed Oct 26: The Definition Mode in anticipation of essay# 4 due Nov 07. Topic will be assigned in due course. Reading assignment for Fri 10/28: essay will be selected at that time, selected in The Contemporary Reader (topic in line with the definition mode)
· Fri Oct 28: Midterm essay Writing Test, Part II 
· Mon Oct 31:   Revision and rewriting, in class, of an essay of your choice which you wrote     

Week of Nov 1 (Week 11, excluding Monday 10/31)
·  Wed 11/02: Discussing your sources for the research paper. Presentation of one          
                bibliographical entry per student (biographical)
· Fri 11/04: Midterm essays Part II handed back. Comments                                                                    

Week of Nov 7 (Week 12)
·  Mon 11/07:  Essay # 4 due. Revision and editing of Midterm essay done in class (cont’d at home)
· Wed 11/09:  Essay # 4 handed back. Comments and class discussion over corrections
· Fri 11/11: The Argumentation/Persuasion mode. Essay# 5 due wed, Nov. 23. You may choose your own topic or ask it to be assigned by your instructor (in conference if you so wish)
Week of Nov 14 (Week 13): Mon/ Wed/Fri : working on essay# 5 in class: first draft, organization of the argument, revision. Final draft and editing to be done outside of class
Week of Nov 21 (week 14): Essay # 5 due Wed 11/23. Wrapping up the course (cont’d next week)
Week of Nov 28 (week 15):  RESEARCH PAPER due Monday, November 28.  Friday, December 2 (last day of class): Research Paper handed back.
[bookmark: _GoBack]*** Thursday, December 8th:  official end of the fall semester 2011-2012. 

N.B.
 Instructor availability for one on one conference or group conference (2 to 3 students maximum at a time) can be scheduled for Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM.  Ask for an appointment at the beginning of the class if needed.
