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SYLLABUS

2011 Fall Day Semester 
August 22, 2011 – December 8, 2011
CS410 Computer Networks

1. Overview

The CS410 course is one of the new elements of the revised CS curriculum approved by Academic Council in February 2011.  Operating systems are a vital part of every computer system.  Therefore a course on operating systems is an essential part of any computer science program.  Throughout the years, operating systems transformed and emerged in unexpected applications such as domestic appliances, games, and portable electronics.

The objective of this course is to present the nature and characteristics of modern computer systems.  The course provides a clear and broad description of the concepts that emphasize operating systems. The major components of an operating system are presented and their role discussed in the overall system context.

An operating system is a program that manages computer hardware (i.e. resource manager).  In addition to that, it also works to provide services to running applications.  It acts as an intermediary between a person using computer and the computer hardware.  Modern operating systems are designed to be convenient and efficient.  Operating systems could be large or small but in any case they are complex.  In spite of fast changes in technology, certain fundamental concepts remain valid, for example, achieving a higher performance in every generation of new computers.

The course topics are organized into five parts:

· Operating Systems Overview

· Process and Thread Management

· Memory management

· Scheduling

· File Management

The course website includes pedagogic features to enhance students learning experience:

· Interactive simulations (20)

· Figures and tables

· List of key words

· Chapter questions

· Homework problems

· TestBank questions and answers

· Suggestions for further reading

· Research projects

· Recommended Web sites

Class Schedule: 

04:00 – 05:20 AM; T, Th at room H124

Office Hours: 

03:30 – 04:30 PM; MWF at Kieffer Room 26

Instructor Information:
Dr. Maria Brownlow 

email: 


maria.brownlow@chaminade.edu
Contact:


808-396-8132 

Textbook:

	CS 410 Operating Systems (3 Credits)

Textbook: William Stallings “Operating Systems Internals and Design Principles”, Seventh Edition, Pearson, Prentice Hall, Inc., ISBN: 10-0-13-230998-X
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2. Course Learning Outcomes and Linkages to Program Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the CS410 course students will demonstrate:
1. An understanding of an operating system’s objectives and functions, developments leading to modern operating systems, virtual machines, OS design considerations and modern operating systems.

2. An understanding of process and threads and the issues involving their management, communication and concurrency.

3. An understanding of memory management, memory partitioning, paging, segmentation and the concept of virtual memory. 

4. An understanding of how Uniprocessor scheduling works, with UNIX being used as an example, and the main issues surrounding multiprocessor scheduling.

5. The ability to explain file management techniques, file organization and access, B-Trees, file directories and file sharing.

3. Catalog Description

Operating system concepts: process management, memory management, file systems, distributed systems, protection and security.  Study of operating system types and examples.  Offered annually in the fall semester.  Prerequisite: CS250.

4. Course Description

This course is about the concepts, structure, and mechanisms of operating systems.  Modern operating systems are complex and sophisticated.  Presenting these concepts has been challenging, however fundamentals remain consistent.  The intent of this course is to provide students with an opportunity to learn and discuss certain fundamentals of the operating system design, which depends on the current state of technology.  
5. Tentative Schedule

	Week
	Lecture/Power Point Topic
	Chapters
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	http://www.williamstallings.com/OperatingSystems/index.html
Student Resources button: Useful links and documents for students
	

	
	www.pearsonhighered.com/stallings/
Click on Premium Web Content button and enter the student access code found on the card in the front of the book.  Online chapters, appendices, and other documents that supplement the book.
	

	
	www.WilliamStallings.com
	

	
	http://www.computersciencestudent.com/
Computer Science Student Resource Site: Useful links and documents for computer science students.
	

	1 - 2
	1St Day - Course overview.

Part I is an overview of operating systems. The student will learn operating system objectives and functions, developments leading to modern operating systems, virtual machines; OS design considerations and modern operating systems including traditional UNIX systems, modern UNIX and Linux.

Exam I
	Chapter 2

	3 - 8
	Part II introduces processes and threads, including topics such as process/thread management, scheduling, concurrency (mutual exclusion, synchronization, deadlock and starvation).

Exam II
	Chapters 3 – 6



	7 - 12
	Part III is an overview of memory management. The student will learn about memory partitioning, paging, segmentation and the notion of virtual memory.

Exam III
	Chapters 7 - 8



	13 - 14
	Part IV covers Uniprocessor scheduling with UNIX being used as an example and an overview of multiprocessor scheduling.

Exam IV
	Chapters 9 – 10



	15 - 16
	Part V deals with file management, starting from an overview of file management techniques and moving to file organization and access, B-Trees, file directories and file sharing.

Exam V
	Chapters 11 – 12




*Lecture schedule subject to change at discretion of instructor.

6. Grading
Grading will be based on the following table:

	Grading your accomplishments:

Homework assignments                          15%

Classroom participation                          15%
 Projects                                                      15%
 Exams                                                         55%
	Grade scale:   

A = 100% – 90%

B =   89% – 80%

C =   79% – 70%

D =   69% – 60%


7. Policies
Late assignments.  Any assignment turned in after the due date deadline is considered being late and will be graded accordingly.  Class begins on time.  Chronic tardiness will be viewed as absence from class.  Regular attendance is expected and essential for your progress in this class.  Although our textbook is excellent, the goal of lecture and discussion will be to provide the needed context to remove barriers to your understanding of the material.
Please refrain from eating in class.

No makeup exams will be granted in the event of an absence.  If a student cannot attend a class in which an exam has been scheduled, the student must notify the instructor no later than the class prior to the scheduled exam.  In the event of illness, a Doctor’s note will be expected.

You are encouraged to work together; however, all graded material must be your own.  You are also expected to have read and to abide by the “Student Rules of Conduct” which are available in your copy of Chaminade University’s Student Handbook.  

Policy on cell phones and music devices.  

Because electronic devices, such as cellular phones, pagers, and musical devices can be disruptive to normal classes, the following is the policy for all Natural Sciences and Mathematics classes at Chaminade.  Electronic devices are also prohibited during exams.

Use of music devices and cell phones is prohibited during all Natural Science and Mathematics classes at Chaminade, unless specifically permitted by your instructor.  Use of cell phones and music devices in laboratories is a safety issue.  In addition, use of cell phones and music devices in any class is discourteous and may lead to suspicion of academic misconduct.  Students who cannot comply with this rule will be asked to leave class and may be subject to laboratory safety violation fines.  Please refer any questions to the Dean of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.
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