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Syllabus for Philosophy 105 Ethics

Professor: Joseph H. Lackner, SM, D.Ed, Ph.D.

Catalogue Description of PH 105
The study of the concepts of good and bad, right and wrong, has a long history. This course will study the origins and legitimacy of our standards of conduct and character and will discuss modern studies which consider the compelling and unconditional overtones of ethical demands. The course will also discuss the ways in which we talk to children and young people about what is right and wrong.

Objectives of the Course
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of different ethical theories, including Buddhist and Christian Catholic traditions
2. Students will identify the application of ethical theories in specific cases, real life situations
3. Students will engage in discussion of ethical questions

To Achieve Some of Program Learning Outcomes
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the major similarities and differences in approaches and content of classical and contemporary ethical theories
2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of justice, its relationship to peace and its context in Catholic Social Teaching and how this tradition compares with other theories of justice and peace.
Requirements 
1. Students will attend and participate in class
2. Students will read notes from class posted on the internet each day after class
3. Students will complete assignments
a. Read short assigned articles provided via the internet and answer questions
b. View certain films and answer questions about ethical issues in the films
c. Complete a structured interview prepared by the professor
d. Complete one of the two following options:
i. Submit eight separate annotations of eight journal articles (one page each) on ethical issues following a model given by the professor.  The material annotated must be from a journal (not some stand alone internet source like a blog) and of at least 8 pages each.  The annotation’s  length will be one page and presented via the internet.  A digital copy of the articles must be sent  to the professor.  For my purposes, an annotation consists of the bibliographical information at the head of the paper, significant points from the article, followed by page numbers, where the material can be found, and any questions the reader may have after reading the article. A model annotation will be distributed in class.
OR
ii.  Participate in Project S.H.I.N.E. (a service-learning opportunity)
4. Students will complete quizzes and tests
The quizzes and tests will mainly be of an objective nature (e.g. true and false, multiple choice, etc.)
5. Students will complete a final essay.

Due Dates
Short answers via internet as assigned 
Short Quizzes: Sept 8, Sept 29, Oct 13, Oct 27, Nov 17
These will be completed on line and open book.
Structured Interview: October 20 submitted on www.livetext.com
Major Tests: Sept 20, Oct 29
These will be completed on line and open book.
Exam: Dec 5, 8:30 – 10:30 AM
The exam will be completed in class; no notes, etc. permitted.
Final Essay: Dec 7 submitted on www.livetext.com 
Annotations or Service Learning: Completed by November 28
Service Learning Students must submit a short reflection paper via the internet.

Grading 
As indicated below, a certain number of points will be allotted for each item.  The grade will be calculated by dividing the total possible number of points into the number of points the student earned.
Short Quizzes				  20 points per quiz
Short Answer Assignments		    5 points per assignment
Tests					100 points per test
Annotation or Service Learning	100 points
Structured Interview			  50 points
Final Essay				  75 points	
Examination				200 points
Extra Credit May Be Available During the Semester

Text
There is no book that a student must buy for class.  However, the class will closely follow material found in Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s The Right Thing to Do?   New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2009.  Students who wish to buy the book can purchase it on-line from Amazon.com or from local bookstores such as Barnes & Noble.

After each class, class notes will be posted on my website – http://sites.google.com/site/toburnwithwhiteheat (which is available) now or www.livetext.com.  All students have a subscription to this on-line service; after about two weeks the Humanities Office will assign students an ID to access the website.  
Annotated Articles – November 22, 2011 – points will be deducted if the assignment is handed in late – post the annotations on livetext; submit a hard copy of the journal articles to me

Academic Honesty (taken from CUH Student Handbook, Academic Planner 48-49)
“Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research.  It is one of the values recognized most highly by academic communities throughout the world.  Violation of the principles of academic honesty is extremely serious and will not be tolerated.
Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a University official.  Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.
Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Dean of the Academic Division.  Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Dean of the Academic Division and may range from an ‘F’ grade for the work in question, to an ‘F’ for the course, to suspension or dismissal from the University.”

Other Class Issues
Attendance Policy:  
Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more will be withdrawn from the class.  There are 42 scheduled classes for this course.  More than four absences will result in a grade loss.  More than eight absences will result in withdrawal from the class. 
Tardy: 
Arrival in the class after role is taken constitutes a tardy. Two tardy arrivals are equal to one absence.
Cell Phones:
Phones must be turned off during class time.
Texting:
Students found texting during class time will be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the class period.
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