COM 101
Intro to Communications
Zachary Giano, M.A.
Phone: 808.781.6559
zachary.giano@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Office Hours: TBA
Mailbox: TBA

Course Description
The aim of the course is to give students basic communication theory and enable them to translate it into practical and effective communication skills.  Major communication practices and their effects on human interrelationships will be studied.  Students will develop confidence and interpersonal and communication skills through small and large group interaction, role-playing, and the presentation of speeches before their peers.


Course Objectives
Interpersonal
1.	To understand the human dimension of communication: personification vs. objectification
2.	To assess personal communication styles and develop effective verbal and nonverbal interpersonal communication skills
3.	To understand and apply active listening and response behaviors in interpersonal communication
4.	To understand and appreciate cultural differences in communication

In Groups
5.	To apply appropriate assertiveness and conflict resolution skills in both interpersonal and group discussion settings
6.	To understand the dynamics of group discussion and to develop effective individual and leadership roles for small group interaction

Public Speaking
7.	To organize and deliver informative, persuasive and impromptu speeches, which include the key elements of an effective speech: attention-getting opening, well-developed body, strong conclusion, clear transitions and appropriate research data
8.	To deliver speeches using an emphatic voice, a conversational style, meaningful eye contact, and appropriate facial and bodily gestures
9.	To develop and effectively incorporate visual aids, including PowerPoint, into a speech.

Textbook
Verderber, K.S., Verderber, R.F., & Deanna, D. D. (2010). Communicate!. Boston, MA: Wadsworth.

Policy & Guidelines
You will get as much out of this course and you put into it; your final grade should be reflective of this effort in addition to adherence to these general policies.

	Grading and Evaluation
	
	
	

	
	Percent
	Points
	
	

	Mid-Term
	17%
	100
	
	

	Group Symposium/Panel Discussion
	17%
	100
	100-90
	A

	Persuasive Speech
	10%
	60
	80-89
	B

	Informative Speech
	10%
	60
	70-79
	C

	Impromptu Speech (Two)
	10%
	60
	60-69
	D

	Academic Articles
	10%
	60
	60-0
	F

	Final
	8%
	50
	
	

	Attendance and Participation
	8%
	50
	
	

	Persuasive Outline
	5%
	30
	
	

	Informative Outline
	5%
	30
	
	

	
	100%
	600
	
	



Written Assignments
All written assignments handed into the professor for this class must meet the following criteria:
1.  The papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, fonts and standard margins.
2.  All writing assignments must be handed in during the class on the assigned dates unless permission from the professor to hand in a tardy assignment is given in advance.

Late Assignments
This is a Communications class with an emphasis on speech.  Missing a speech will result in a zero.  Please see me if you know you will be missing a day of class where you have a speech due.

Absences 
If you are absent, you are responsible for the material covered in class. Get a conscientious classmate’s phone number or email address so you can contact him or her prior to the next class, get the handouts, and get the work done. 

Plagiarism
Includes the use of someone else’s words or ideas without acknowledging the
source. Asking another person to write your papers or do your assignments is another form of plagiarism. Using essays (or portions of essays) from the Internet without proper documentation is also plagiarism. Don’t plagiarize. It is illegal, unethical, and a serious violation of the CUH academic policy. If plagiarized material appears in any student essay or assignment, that student will receive an F for the course. Repeated offenses or an entirely plagiarized essay may lead to expulsion. If you have any questions about whether or not you have accidentally plagiarized a source, please ask.

Cell Phones/iPods
Should be turned off for the duration of class.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Difficulties with the Course
As with all collegiate classes, even the most scholarly students will encounter difficulty with an assignment from time to time.  This is completely normal, and in fact, critical to the learning process.  I encourage students to contact me with any questions or concerns you might have about an assignment.  E-mail is the most convenient; however, please feel free to call within a reasonable hour.

Course Schedule:
	Week
	Date
	Topic/Activity
	Read
	Notes

	WK 1
	23-Aug
	Welcome!
	 
	 

	 
	 
	The Process of Human Communication
	Chapter 1
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 2
	30-Aug
	Personal Perception
	Chapter 2
	

	
	
	The Verbal Message
	Chapter 3
	

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 3
	6-Sep
	Library Tour (Tentative)
	Not in Text
	 

	 
	 
	Academic Article Review & Assignment
	Not in Text
	Assigned Today

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 4
	13-Sep
	Public Communication
	Chapter 11
	HAVE ARTICLES READY

	
	
	Speech Organization
	Chapter 12
	

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 5
	20-Sep
	Academic Article Presentations
	Not in Text
	PRESENTATIONS

	 
	 
	Academic Article Presentations
	Not in Text
	PRESENTATIONS

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 6
	27-Sep
	Adapting Verbally and Visually
	Chapter 13
	

	
	
	Speech Anxiety
	Chapter 14
	

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 7
	4-Oct
	Informative Assignment
	Chapter 15
	Assigned Today

	 
	 
	TBA
	TBA
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 8
	11-Oct
	Informative Speeches
	
	DUE TODAY

	
	
	Informative Speeches
	
	DUE TODAY

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 9
	18-Oct
	Midterm Review/Persuasive Assignment
	 Chapter 16
	 

	 
	 
	Midterm
	 
	TEST DAY

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 10
	25-Oct
	Persuasive Speeches
	
	DUE TODAY

	
	
	Persuasive Speeches
	
	DUE TODAY

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 11
	1-Nov
	Group Symposium Assignment
	 
	Assigned Today

	 
	 
	Allotted Group Symposium Time
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 12
	8-Nov
	Presentations to Professor
	
	

	
	 
	Debate Day
	
	DEBATE DAY

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 13
	15-Nov
	Debate Day
	 
	DEBATE DAY

	 
	 
	Impromptu Assignment
	 
	Assigned Today

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WK 14
	22-Nov
	Impromptu Speeches
	
	DUE TODAY

	
	
	Happy Thanksgiving!
	Eat lots of (fake) turkey!
	Assigned

	
	
	
	
	

	WK 15
	29-Nov
	Impromptu Speeches
	 
	DUE TODAY

	 
	 
	Review for Final
	 
	 

	WK 16
	
	FINAL
	
	TEST DAY



**Subject to Change**
