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EN 101-08:  Introduction to Expository Writing
Fall Day 2011
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Days and time: 	Tues. and Thurs. at 11:30 am – 12:50 pm Henry 210
Instructor:  		Regina Pfeiffer, D.Min.
Office Hours: 	T/R 8:30-10:30 a.m. and W 10:30 am-12:30 pm
Office location: 	Henry Hall 208E
Office Number:  	(808) 739-8536
E-mail: 		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu


Required Texts:
Reid, Stephen:		The Writer’s Purposes
Wilde, Oscar		The Picture of Dorian Gray

Course Requirements:
Attendance and participation
Reading and writing assignments in journal
4 Short papers (2-3 pages)
3 Revisions/final drafts
Workshops—Peer Review
Final Exam

Course Description
This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in Standard Edited American English. You will enhance your ability to identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella. Writing and revising improves with practice; therefore, by studying good prose models, like the essays we will read and discuss in this course, you will develop and strengthen your reading comprehension and written rhetorical skills.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
a. -To demonstrate thesis sentences.
b. -To demonstrate topic sentences.
c. -To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
4. -To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

5. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
a. -To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
b. -To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
c. -To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
a. -To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.


Grading Breakdown
Assessed Work for EN 101:
· Class Participation, attendance, quizzes:	20% of total score for grade
· Reading and writing journal			20% of total score for grade
· 1st Essay:					 5% of total score for grade 
· 2nd Essay draft:				 5% of total score for grade
· 3rd  Essay draft:				 5% of total score for grade
· 4th Essay draft:				 5% of total score for grade
· Revisions for essays 2-4:			30% of total score for grade
· Final:						10% of total score for grade
100%
Grading Scale
‘A’ 90% or better	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
‘B’ 80-89%		Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
‘C’ 70-79%		Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
‘D’ 63-69%		Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of	prerequisite course work.
‘F’ 62% or lower	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

The instructor reserves the right to modify the number of assignments and tests used to calculate student grades. Therefore, assignments or tests may be reduced if deemed necessary. Breakdown and scale will reflect total number of points based on actual tests and assignments. Attendance points will not change.
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.


Student guidelines and responsibilities for grading purposes

Preparation and attendance (20% of grade)
Class Preparation
You are responsible for reading the assigned material by the beginning of class and must be prepared to answer questions posed by the instructor. 
You are to bring one hard copy of your essay for peer review on date listed on course schedule. You will be doing work in small groups for constructive criticism on your papers. Failure to have your paper with you on due date or missing the workshop will be the equivalent of two unexcused absences.

Class Attendance
Attendance is mandatory for all scheduled classes. If you have a valid reason for absences, such as personal illness or family emergency, you are responsible for making up work assigned during your absence from class. Any excused absence requires additional work by the student. The instructor determines whether a reason is valid.
You are expected to be in class on time. Tardiness on a regular basis may reduce letter grade. Your final grade will be affected for excessive (three or more) unexcused absences and/or for excessive tardiness (more than three times).

Class Behavior
Be respectful to and of your classmates and instructor. Inappropriate behavior, such as but not limited to excessive talking, text messaging, demeaning gestures, will not be tolerated. Students who do not behave appropriately will be asked to leave the classroom.
Before entering the classroom, students are required to turn off all electronic devices, including, but not limited to, cell phones, iPods, PDAs, and MP3s. Computers may be used during class only with permission and will not be allowed during any test. If a student is “surfing,” “texting” or other non-instructional activity during class, the student will be asked to leave. Any student who does not respect classroom behavior rules will receive no credit for that day’s attendance.

Quizzes
Quizzes may cover grammar material discussed in class, reading assignments and other areas instructor deems necessary. Adequate notice of quiz and its content will be given prior to the quiz.

Reading and Writing Journal (20% of grade)
You will be keeping a reading and writing journal throughout the course. This journal will consist of pre-reading, post-reading, classroom writing exercises and other assignments given by instructor. You may use either loose-leaf paper with portfolio or a composition book. Non-classroom writing activities may be done on computer, printed out and placed in portfolio. Please avoid using binders. 
Each entry must have the following information: Date, activity title (pre-reading, post-reading, classroom activity).
Journals will be collected at the discretion of the instructor at any time during the term. 



Essay 1 and drafts 2-4 (5% each for a total of 20% of grade)
Essay #1 assignment is listed on the course schedule. You will not be doing peer review of this essay. It is designed to assist the instructor in learning your writing style, strengths and weaknesses.
For essays 2-4, a selection of topics will be given that are designed to develop your writing abilities using particular rhetorical methods. All papers must be typed using twelve-point font and double-spacing paragraphs. All margins must be set at one inch. Page numbers are to be placed in the header on the right with last name. This syllabus is an example of that kind of placement.
You will need to bring two hard copies of your paper on designated peer review class sessions. One of the copies will be given to the instructor for review. The other will be used in class for peer review. Based on instructor’s and peer reviewer’s recommendations, you will need to revise the essay and submit the revision on LiveText. Failure to bring your hard copy with you will mean an unexcused absence for that class session. 

I will not accept any late papers unless notified at least 48 hours in advance.

Plagiarism
During the term, you may be required to use resources for one or more of your essay assignments. You must use proper in-text citation in order to avoid plagiarism.
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. This does include web sites. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
· Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper and/or for the course, at the discretion of the instructor as per handbook.

Revisions Essays 2-4 (30% of total grade)
You will be required to revise three of your essays written during the term. The purpose of the revision is to enable you to better understand the process of writing that includes revision, editing and proofreading. Revisions should be based on peer review and instructor comments. You will be revising your second, third and fourth essay assignments. Because revisions are crucial to the writing process, these are worth more than your first drafts.

Final exam (10% of total grade)
All students in EN 101 classes take the same final exam at the same time. You will be prepared for this exam throughout the term. Location of the final exam usually is determined during the last week of instruction. Final exam date is Monday, Dec. 5 at 3:30 p.m.
Course Schedule (subject to revision)
Additional Reading and Writing assignments may be given in class
	Date
	Course content
	Assignment for following week

	Week 1
Aug. 23-25
	Orientation
Using LiveText
Diagnostic

	Essay #1 (2-3 pages typed) 
Due Sept. 6
What was the last written assignment you did? What was it about? What process did you use to write it? If you had to do it over, what would you do differently?

Reading assignment:
Reid, Writer’s Purposes Introduction, Chapter 1

Essays: 
Mortimer Adler, “How to Mark a Book” for Tuesday 
Malcom X “Learning to Read” for Thursday.

Writing assignment for journal:
Each of the readings has a pre-reading journal entry. You are to briefly answer that pre-reading exercise in your journal. You will be doing the same for each assigned essay unless noted otherwise.

	Week 2
Aug. 30 – Sept. 1
	Comprehensive reading leads to comprehensive writing
	Reading assignment:
Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter two

Essays:
Peter Elbow “Freewriting” (Tuesday)
Amy Tan “Mother Tongue” (Thursday)

Writing assignment for journal – see above

	Week 3
Sept. 6-8
	Writing strategies
Essay #1 as assigned on course schedule is due Sept. 6 

	Reading assignment:
Reid, Observing Chapter three

Essays:
William Least Heat-Moon, “West Texas”
Elizabeth Weston, “Fetal Pig”
Writing assignment for journal – see first assignment

	Week 4
Sept 13-15
	Observation and description
	Reading assignment:
Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter four

Essays:
Dick Gregory, “Shame”
Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, “Living in Two Cultures”
Writing assignment for journal – see first assignment




	Week 5
Sept. 20-22
	Remembering – compare and contrast, description, dialogue
	Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter five

Essays:
University of Utah News Center, “Drivers on Cell Phones Are as Bad as Drunks”
Glenn C. Altschuler, “The E-Learning Curve”

Writing assignment for journal – see first assignment

	Week 6
Sept 27-29
	Investigating

Essay #2 
Peer Review 
on Sept. 27 
Bring two hard copies with you.
	Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter six

Essays:
Suze Orman, “How to Take Control of Your Credit Cards”
Jean Kilbourne, “Jesus is a Brand of Jeans”
Writing assignment for journal – see first assignment

	Week 7
Oct. 4-6
	Explaining
	Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter 7

Essays: Notice that you have three readings for next week.
David Sedaris, “Today’s Special”
Abraham Lincoln, “The Gettysburg Address”
Gilbert Highet, “The Gettysburg Address”
Writing assignment for journal – see first assignment

	Week 8
Oct. 11-13
	Evaluating

Revision of Essay #2 due on LiveText Oct. 13
	Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter 8 

Essays:
Michael Berube, “How to End Grade Inflation: A Modest Proposal”
Deborah Tannen, “Cross Talk”
Writing assignment for journal – see first assignment

	Week 9
Oct. 18-20
	Problem solving

Essay #3
Peer review 
on Oct. 18

Bring two hard copies with you.
	Reid, Writer’s Purposes Chapter 9

Essays:
Neil Waters, “Why You Can’t Cite Wikipedia in My Class”
Mark Wilson, Professors Should Embrace Wikipedia

Writing assignment for journal – before reading articles.
 
When have you used Wikipedia? For what purpose or research? When you used Wikipedia, did you also consult other sources? Why do you think Wikipedia should or should not be used for academic research?
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Week 10
Oct. 25-27
	Arguing (Making a claim)
	Read Dorian Gray
Journal writing assignments will be given at a later date.

	Week 11
Nov. 1-3
	Full narrative structure 
(How do the rhetorical elements fit together?)

Revision of Essay #3 due Nov. 1

	Read Dorian Gray

	Week 12
Nov. 8-10
	Film: Dorian Gray
	Instructions for Essay #4 will be given for Nov. 17 class.

	Week 13
Nov. 15-17
	Essay #4
Peer review 
on Nov. 17
This essay will be peer-reviewed only. 
	

	Week 14
Nov. 22-24
	Revision of Essay #4 due Nov. 22


NO CLASS on Nov. 24
Happy Thanksgiving
	You will have class time on Nov. 22 for revising your essay. It is due that evening on LiveText.

	Week 15
Nov. 29-Dec.1
	Review of course and preparation for final exam.
	

	Final exam
	Monday Dec. 5
3:30-5:30 p.m.
	



		
