Chaminade University
English 101-11-1 Fall 2011
Instructor: Dr. Richard Hill
Office: Henry Hall 206L; email: richard.hill@chaminade.edu; phone: 739 8344
Office hour: Mondays, 2.30pm
Class Schedule
Ching 254, Monday-Wednesday-Friday, 1.30pm
Course Description
Welcome to English 101.  This course is designed to enhance and improve your reading, writing, arguing, and critical thinking skills, helping to prepare you for future college courses and in your professional and personal lives.  You can expect to be writing both inside and outside of class, as nothing improves writing like practice!  In short, this class will help you to become a more confident, articulate, and critical reader and writer.
In-class work will involve sharing your ideas and your writing samples with other students, and occasionally the whole class.  You will be asked to respond in writing to a variety of reading samples from the course text and from class-handouts.  Participation in class is essential to your development as writers, and will contribute to your final grade.  The requirements of the course comprise consistent attendance, class-participation, successful and timely completion of assignments, and a final in-class exam.
I will be available to students in person during my office hours and am always contactable by email.  I will be happy to set up appointments with students as and when convenient.
Required Texts
Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference.  6th Edition.  New York: Harper Collins, 2007.  (See also www.dianahacker.com/writersref).
Suggested Materials
Flash-drive.
A 3-ring binder with section dividers labeled:
	1/ Free writes and peer responses.
	2/ Assignments.
	3/ Research paper.
A Roget’s Thesaurus and a good dictionary.

Pens, pencils, erasers, highlighters, a stapler.
Grades
You will be undertaking a great deal of writing both in and out of class, but the only papers which will be graded are the class assignments outlined in the class syllabus.  While I may ask you to hand in other pieces of work and rough drafts, they will not be graded other than as a guide for you and your direction as writers.
The course will be broken down into the following categories for marking:
Participation 	100
Attendance	100
Homework	100
Assignments (4 three-page papers)	400
Research paper	200
Final in-class exam	100
Total	1000 points


Final grading will follow the traditional scale:
900-1000 = A		Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
800-899   = B		Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
700-799   = C		Good work demonstrating competence in writing and comprehension
600-699   = D		Lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of prerequisite course work
Below 600 = F/NC	Failed to grasp minimum requirements of course
Your grade will be affected detrimentally by the following:
· more than 3 unaccounted absences; 
· consistent disruption in class or constant late arrival to class;
· late submission of any of the assignments, without sufficient permission, reason or explanation to the instructor.  10%  from the total will be deducted each day the paper is overdue;
· clear disregard to the work and assignments given to you, either at home or in-class.  The “Homework” grade will be received on satisfactory and timely completion of all out-of-class assignments.
All written work must be your own work, your own ideas expressed in your own words.  In the case of suspected plagiarism, you will be asked to submit all of the work that led you to that final piece of work.  If plagiarism is confirmed then you will fail that assignment.  A second act of plagiarism will result in the failure of the course.  
Class Etiquette
Please arrive to class before it begins so you have time to sign in and prepare.  If you are late, please respect that class is underway and your classmates are trying to work.  In addition:
· Be sure to switch off all cell phones and other noise-generating devices.
· Please do not talk during class, unless you are specifically asked to as part of a class activity.

Student Learning Outcomes
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:
· the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills  
· a command of a variety of research resources, such as the library and the Internet
· the ability to correctly format and document an essay using MLA or APA style
· the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
· paragraph and essay development in a written text.
Specific examples include: 
· thesis sentences
· topic sentences.
· clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
· logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 
· organizational development in a written text.
Such as: 
· effective introductory paragraph.
· effective concluding paragraph.
· use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
· pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free writing, and listing.
· the ability to identify and apply a variety of rhetorical writing techniques (rhetorical approaches shall include narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, and division).
· logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
· a greater understanding of one’s self and her/his relationship to the world in which we live.
In short…
Come to class on time and prepared, and undertake the work given to you in the appropriate spirit, and I foresee success for you in this class!  The correct attitude towards this class will reward you not only with a successful completion of English 101, but will improve you as readers, writers and thinkers.  You will be able to take the lessons learned here into any other academic or professional situation in the future.  So good luck, and I look forward to meeting you all.

PROVISIONAL COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1, August 22-26
Course introduction and ice-breaker.  In-class writing sample and introduction to the writing process.  Planning-drafting-editing-revising-researching-considering audience.  
“Influential person” unit.
Week 2, August 29-September 2
Observing a Scene unit, in-class exercises.  
Introduction to freewriting, drafting and planning.  
Grammar diagnostics with Hacker text.
Introduction to reading processes, critical thinking, and peer-reviewing.
Week 3, September 5-19
Labor Day (Monday)
Draft of Observing a Scene unit, peer-review workshop exercises. 
Grammar diagnostic sessions with Hacker text.  
Week 4, September 12-16
Final draft of Observing a Scene unit due.
Assignment - Comparing and Contrasting introduction and readings.  
Week 5, September 19-23
Comparing and Contrasting workshop exercises.
Draft of Comparing and Contrasting essay due.  Peer-review workshop exercises.  
Grammar diagnostic exercises as required.
Week 6, September 26-30
Final draft of Comparing and Contrasting essay due.  
Assignment - Explaining Causes and Effects unit introduction, readings and workshop exercises.
Freewriting and generating ideas.
Week 7, October 3-7
Draft of Explaining Causes and Effects due.  Peer-review workshop exercises.  
Grammar workshop exercises and Q&A session on papers.
Week 8, October 10-14
Monday 10th, Discoverers’ Day – no class
Cause and Effects essay due.  
Individual conferencing.
Week 9, October 17-21
Assignment - Evaluating unit introduction, readings and workshop exercises.  Generating ideas.
Using evidence and sources for support workshop exercises.  Thesis statements and topic sentences.
Week 10, October 24-28	
Draft of Evaluating essay due.  Peer-review workshop exercises. 
Week 11, October 31-November 4
Evaluation essay due. 
Class discussion and activities in research writing and citations.  MLA-style citations.
Library and online sources orientation.
Week 12, November 7-11
Friday, November 11th, Veteran’s Day – no class
Assignment - Taking a Stand research paper unit introduction, readings, workshop exercises.  
Introduction to research methodologies.

Generating ideas and formulating thesis.  Brainstorming on effective argumentation, including essay structure, considering counter-arguments, effective use of sources etc.
Week 13, November 14-18
In-class workshop exercises. 
Week 14, November 21-25
Thursday 24th and Friday 25th, Thanksgiving!
Writing and workshop sessions for Taking a Stand research paper.  
Rough drafts of Taking a Stand research essays due, peer-review exercises.
Week 15, November 28-December 2
Writing and workshop sessions for Taking a Stand research paper.  
Taking a Stand paper due, Wednesday 1.
Essay-exam preparation discussions and exercises.  
Week 16, December 5-8
Final exam.

