CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

CJ 223  An Introduction to the American Legal System (3 credit hours)

Winter Evening Term (1/12/04 – 2/18/04 / 1730-2140 Mon. & Wed.)

Marine Corps Base Hawaii Kaneohe Bay

Instructor: Lehua Fernandes Salling, B.A., J.D., Hawaii State Senator (Retired)

Telephone:
 (808) 739-0393

Email: 
TeachLaw@hawaii.rr.com
Course Objectives:
The course will allow students to receive an overview of the American legal system from the U.S. Constitution and the system created by it in its 215 year history. General courtroom procedures will be studied, and the areas of criminal law, contract law, property law, liability law (the tort system), business law, family law, civil and criminal procedures will be examined. The course will also examine legislative and administrative developments in the law. 

Required Textbook:
An Introduction to the American Legal System, Scheb and Scheb II, West Legal Studies, 2002.
Course Policies:

Attendance: Attendance is a necessary requirement of the course; any repeated, pronounced tardiness (not discussed with the instructor in advance at the beginning of the term, and deemed acceptable by the instructor) or any absences will impact the final grade. Any student who misses more than two classes (unexcused) cannot expect to receive an “A”. Three unexcused absences will result in a grade of “F”. Absences cannot be excused unless  satisfactorily explained and documented (e.g., medical treatment, mandatory work/military obligations, or other reasons deemed acceptable by the instructor.) Missed examinations cannot be made up unless the excuse is also satisfactorily explained and documented (in the above manner), or for other reasons deemed acceptable by the instructor.  Failure to contact the instructor by email or by leaving a message on the voice mail at the phone number indicated above at least 24 hours prior to the absence or missed examination, or within 24 hours after the absence/ missed examination is reason to deny a make-up exam or to not excuse an absence.

Participation:  Participation is expected and I will make a point of calling on those who miss a class to make sure no one is falling behind. Participation grade includes attendance/absences, tardiness, preparedness for class,  promptness and quality of class assignments, meaningful participation in class discussions (quality and not necessarily quantity is important), disruption of class (e.g., cell phones, talking, inattention, etc.).
Reading & Class Assignments:  Reading and class assignments shall be completed in a timely manner prior to class in order for a student to be prepared to participate meaningfully in any discussions/assignments/ recitations.  Being unprepared will affect your final grade. 

Course Performance Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on the following basis:

1. EXAMINATION# 1  (Chapters 1-4)                                 25 Points 

2. EXAMINATION #2  (Chapters 5-8)                                 30 Points 

3. EXAMINATION #3  (Chapters 9-12)                               30 Points
4. CLASS ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION/

            READING AND CLASS ASSIGNMENTS                     15 Points 

GRADING GUIDELINES:
100 – 91 “A”;
 90 – 80 “B”; 
79 – 68 “C”; 67 – 55 “D”; BELOW 55 “F”
Schedule of Class Meetings
Monday, January 12

Chapter 1; Introductions; Course Overview
Wednesday, January 14

Chapters 2 & 3
Monday, January 19 (HOLIDAY – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)
Wednesday, January 21

Chapter 4;  Student Class Assignments (Chapters 2,3,4);  Exam  #1 REVIEW
Monday, January 26

EXAMINATION # 1;  Chapter 5 (Begin)

Wednesday, January 28

Chapters 5 & 6;  Student Class Assignments (Chapters 5 & 6)
Monday, February 2

Chapters 7 & 8;  Student Class Assignments (Chapters 7 & 8);  Exam  #2 REVIEW
Wednesday, February 4

EXAMINATION # 2;  Chapter 9 (Begin)
Monday, February 9 



Chapters 9 & 10;  Student Class Assignments (Chapters 9 & 10)
Wednesday, February 11

Chapters 11 & 12;  Student Class Assignments (Chapters 11&12);  Exam #3 REVIEW
Monday, February 16 (HOLIDAY – PRESIDENTS DAY)
Wednesday, February 18

EXAMINATION  #3 

Note: The Syllabus is subject to change as required or appropriate. 
